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LIBERIA. 

"  >iysiDER.\TI0N3      FOR      THE     ArPRO.\CHING    ANNU.AL     MKETIXG     OK     THE     SOCIETY. 

You  must,  therefore,  proceed  to  introduce  cultivation  into  Africa  by  free  labor, 
■III  by  that  alone  ;  and  unless  you  do  introduce  cultivation — unless  cultivation  is  in- 
troduced into  Africa,  no  earthly  power  can  introduce  civilization,  industry  and  know- 
ledge into  tJiat  counfiy." — McQtueu^s  Ceogi-aphical  Survey  of^lfrica. 

It  is  a  little  more  than  two  centuries  since  a  small  and  feeble  company 
of  emigrants  embarked  from  Europe  for  the  new  western  world.  Impell- 
ed by  persecution  and  »he  love  of  political  and  religious  liberty,  thoy 
cheerfully  encountered  the  perils  of  the  sea  and  the  wilderness,  to  found 
upon  these  shores  a  free  and  Christian  commonwealth.  How  vast  and 
beneficent  tlie  consequences,  as  now  seen,  and  more  as  now  anticipated. 
Guarded  by  that  Providence  that  conducted  Israel  to  the  promised  land, 
they  nobly  endured  aflliction,  overcame  obstacles  and  opposition,  tamed 
what  was  fierce,  subdued  what  was  ruL'ged  and  unyielding  in  nature,  or- 
ganized good  government,  enacted  just  and  salutary  laws,  esta!)lished 
education,  built  towns  and  cities,  dedicating  themselves  and  their  works 
to  Him.  whom  they  delighted  to  honor  l)y  timples,  but  whose  throne 
they  knew  was  Heaven,  whose  fooLsiool  e:irlh,  who  determines  the  times 
and  habitations  of  all  men,  and  rule.^  willi  absolute  authority  the  universe. 

These,  our  Pilgrim  Fatliers,  engaged  in  an  enterprise  comparatively 
new,  with'litlle  encoura«Tement  from  Government,  and  small  experience, 
with  insignificant  means  of  defence,  and.  as  must  appear  tn  us,  very  in- 
convenient and  limited  advantages  for  ronmicrce,  and  yri  this  nation,  de- 
riving from  them  pxislencc,  rmlirarinf:  ■inmi-  nevenlenn  millions  of  free- 
l 
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men,  united,  prosperoiui,  and  increasing  wilh  unprccedenied  rapidity, 
gives  its  applauding  testimony  to  tiieir  courage,  constancy,  sagacity,  and 
wisdom.  Their  energy  has  redeemed  a  continent  from  a  savage  state, 
made  it  smile  with  the  beauty  of  civilization  and  an,  enriched  commerce 
with  its  inculculablf  resources,  and  shown  the  certain  tendency  of  every 
well  organized  cominuiuty  to  enlarge  its  existence  and  powers,  where 
nature  has  confined  it  within  no  impassable  limits. 

The  colony  of  Liberia  is  a  small  well-founded  and  well-governed  Stale, 
of  free  colored  emigrants  and  liberated   slaves  from    the    United   States, 
established  under  the  auspices   of  a  benevolent  society,  on  the   western 
coast  of  Africa.    True  its  citizens  are  the  descendants  from  the  uncivilized 
of  that  country,  brouglit  forcibly  iis  slaves  into  this,  where  some  have  en- 
joved  the  partial  advantages  of  freedom  for  years,  and  others  instruction  in 
the  arts  and  customs  of  cultivated  and  Christian  society,  though  in  slavery  ; 
and  all  felt  the  genial  influences  which  surround  men  of  every  class  and 
condition  in  these  United  States.     Not  a  few  of  those  born   free  in  this 
country  had  well  improved  their  circumstances,  and  acquired  a  respectable 
common   education,  while  many  of  the  slaves,  liberated  for  emigration, 
had  been  trained  and  disciplined  by  humane;  and  pious  masters,  in  prepara- 
tion for  their  duties  in  their  new  home  of  liberty.     Those   who   had   not 
enjoyed  freedom  had    seen    its    benefit    to   others,    and  those  who   had 
possessed  it,  even  in  circumstances  that  abridged   its   privileges,  had  ex- 
perienced them  sullicienlly  to  know  their  value  and  seek  for  a  country 
where  they  could  be  fully  theirs.     As   a  people,  they  may  have  been  less 
elevated  intellectually,  perhaps  morally,  than  our  fathers,   yet  they  com- 
mence their  great  work  in  an  age  of  intelligence   and    improvement   far 
superior  to  that  in   which   they   lived.     How  vast  the  contribution  made 
during  the  last  two  centuries  tu  the   treasures   of  human   knowledge  and 
experience!     The  great  and  successful  experiment  of  American  Coloniza- 
tion  and   American  Liberty  are  before  the  eyes  of  tlic  Liberians,  all   the 
motives  which  urged  the  first  colonists  of  America  to  great  actions  should 
move  them,  and  they  are  allured  and  animated  by   brighter  hopes.      If 
there  be  relatively  a  disadvantage  to  the  Liberians  in  the   character  and 
past  condition  of  their  race,  is  it  not  more   than  compensated  by  the  ex- 
amples  presented,  the   aids  proffered,  the  wonderful  advances  made  by 
men  since  the  colonization  of  America  in  commerce,  t'ne  arts,  government, 
and  all  the  departments  of  knowledge  ?     "  It  may   be   allinned  "  said  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  almost  forty  years  ago,  "that  the  Africans,  without  the   ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  an   intercourie  with   polished  nations,  have 
made  greater  advancements  towards  civilization  than,  perhaps,  any  other 
uncivilized  people  on  earth  ;"  and  we  may  add  that  their   descendants, 
both  in  fr."'^'^'>ii  h-I  »1->w---  in  i;-..  T'nMori  Slates,  ha'-?  morally  and  intel- 
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leetuallv  risen,  as  rapidly   as   any    class   of  men  slarUu;r   from    ilu;   same 
point,  in  similar  circumstances.     Nor  sliould  it  be  forgotten   tliat   m   the 
midst  of  free  iiiotitutioiis,  ai.d  the  lij^lit  of  Clirislianity,  men,  denied  some 
of  their  privilej^es,  may  learn  much  of  their  nature  and   value,  and   imbilie 
information  and  a  spirit  qualifying  thorn,  in  a  great  measure   at  least,  for 
their  full  possession.     Many  slaves  in  this  country  better  undcisland  the 
nature  and  operatii)ns  of  free  government,  thjn  the  common  free   popula- 
tion of  most  others.     They   see  its  independent  form  embodied  in    tlic 
persons,  and  hoar  its  geneions  sentiments  expressed  from  the  lips  of  their 
masters,  and  in  the  unrestrained  movements,  and  eipial  respect  and  rights 
of  the  whole  class  of  white  citizens,  are  taught  the  precious   immunities 
of  equal  laws,  and  of  SLdf-guvernment.     All  the  emigrants  to  Liljcria  have 
been  thus  educated  ;  sonio  have  been  well  instructed  in  agriculture  and  the 
meclianic  arts,  while  not  a  few  have  actiuired  no  small  knowledge  of  letters. 
A.  large  portion  were  members  of  the  Christian  church  before  they  left  our 
shore,  and  bore  good  testimony  by  their  lives,  to  their  sincerity  and  faith. 
Such    are  the  people  who    have    embarked,   under  llie   direction    and 
patronaare  of  a  benevolent  association,  to  establish  and  build   up,  on    the 
coast  of  Africa,  a  free  and  Christian  commonwealth.     The  result  of  their 
courage,  energy,  and  industry,  (though    the    whole  amount  expended  in 
their  removal  and  for  their  benefit,  Avill  hardly  equal  the  cost  of  two  ships  of 
the  line,)  is  seen  in  a  well-organized  and  well-governed  republican  State, 
■with  courts  of  justice,  halls  of  legislation,  schools  and  seminaries,  a  free 
press,  and  the  entire  frame  and  appendages  of  an  improving  civil  commu- 
nity,   extending  their  lawful  jurisdiction  over   some  hundred  miles   of 
coast,  and  the  influence  of  their  manners,  and  the  power  of  their  example 
both  into  the  interior,  and  along  the  coast,  much  further.     Neither  in  the 
form  of  their  government,  their  military  discipline,  the  spirit  of  their  laws, 
nor  in  their  purposes  of  improvement  are  they  inferior  to  the  earliest 
American  colonists.     They  have  waged  an  eflective  war  upon  the  slave- 
trade,  released  many  of  its  miserable  victims  from  captivity,  and   pro- 
claimed to  numerous  heathen  tribes  the  Truth  that  enlightens  and  saves. 
It  is  true   they  have   been    exposed    to  dangers,  trials  and  temptations  ; 
to  the  influences  of  a  tropical  climate  amid  a  luxuriant  vegetation,  to  the 
occasional  hostility  of  l)arbarians,  to  many   vexatious    grievances    arising 
from  want  of  capital,  ignorance   of  the   productioii-s   of  the  country,  and 
the  best  modes  of  agriculture  ;  of  its  diseases  and  llieir   remedies;   from 
the  distance  of  civilized  communities,  and  from  their  inexptrirnce  of  the 
work  and  dutien  in  which  they  were  summoned   to  engage.      .And  could 
any  man  have  expected  their  exemption  from  such  trials?     Are  they  not 
mevitahlf  in   all   ra.ses   of  ihf  ''slr-hlishmiMil  of  relnnir"*    in    nnrivilizrd 
countries  ?     Their  cxist^nrc  rnny  1>c  admitted  without  injury  to  ihorause^ 
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nad  must  he  a.luiitled  independent  of  evidence,  unless  we  suppose  the  in- 
iprposiiion  of  niirnculou'^  ^ijoncy  to  sliield  llie  settlements  of  Liberia  from 
ihe  invariable  and  universal  laws  of  nature 

It  is  essentially  iinporlani,  however,  to  know,  whether  in  the  climate, 
soil,  and  prod uc I  ions  of  Liberia  there  are  found,  by  an  industrious  people, 
ample  elements  and  means  of  subsistence,  or  articles  of  commerce  by 
wlhLli  such  means  can  be  obtained  lor  a  numerous  population.  The  ex- 
posure of  emigrants  on  their  first  arrival  to  (ever,  is  certainly  an  objec- 
tion to  Colonization,  but  it  is  not  peculiar  to  African  Colonization;  and 
ihouo;h  the  dangers  from  this  cause  must  be  expected  to  diminish,  if  not 
well  nigh,  at  no  very  distant  period,  to  vanish  away  ;  yet  their  existence 
as  at  present,  cannot  prevent  the  growth  of  the  colony  or  the  beneficence 
of  its  example,  laws,  and  institutions.  Tiie  great  number  of  human 
beings  torn  Irom  Africa  by  the  slave-trade,  while  the  large  population  still 
left,  obtaiii  with  little  labor,  and  by  the  simplest  and  most  imperfect 
modes  of  cultivation,  not  only  means  of  subsistence,  but  supplies  for 
numerous  vessels"  visiting  the  coast,  afTords  strong  presuiTiptive  evidence 
of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  country.  But  this  evidence  is  ren- 
dered conclusive  by  clear  and  unquestionable  testimony.  No  character 
is  so  pure  and  lofty  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  calumny,  but  surely  if  the 
life  and  death  of  any  man  can  secure  confidence  in  his  sincerity  and 
veracity,  these  virtues  belonged  to  Ashmun.  That  for  six  years,  the 
darkest  and  most  perilous  in  its  history,  he  stood  by  the  colony,  its 
friend,  lawgiver  and  guide,  and  left  it  but  to  die,  is  as  much  a  fact,  as  that 
the  colony  exists,  lie  was  not  infallible,  but  only  one  who  never  knew 
him,  couid  doubt  his  honesty,  courage,  or  piety. 

''  Have,  we  then,"  said  this  great  nnd  good  man,  "  been  sent  to  Africa  to 
starve  I  No!  You  may,  if  you  please,  and  God  gives  you  health,  be- 
coriie  as  independent,  comfortable  and  happy  as  you  ought  to  be  in  this 
world.  The  upland  of  the  Cape  is  not  the  best.  The  Creator  has  form- 
ed it  tor  a  town,  and  not  for  plantations.  But  the  flat  lands  around  you, 
and  particularly  your  farms,  have  as  good  a  soil  as  can  be  met  with 
in  any  country.  Tliey  will  produce  two  crops  of  corn,  sweet  potatoes, 
and  several  other  vegetables,  in  a  year.  They  will  yield  a  larger  crop 
than  the  best  soils  in  .\merica.  And  they  will  produce  a  number  of  very 
valuable  arliilcs  for  which  in  the  United  States  millions  of  money  are 
every  year  paid  away  to  foreigners.  One  acre  of  rich  land,  well  tilled, 
will  produce  you  three  hundred  dollars  worth  of  indigo.  Half  an  acre 
may  be  made-to  grow  half  a  ton  of  arrowroot.  Four  acres  laid  out  in 
colTec  plants,  will  after  the  third  year,  proiluce  yon  a  clear  income  of  two 
or  three  hundred  dollars.  Half  an  acre  of  cotton  trees  will  clothe  your 
whole  family  ;  and  except  a  little  hoeing,  your  wife  and  children  can  per- 
form the  wliolc  labor  of  cropping  and  manufactuping  it.  One  acre  of  land 
will  make  you  independent  of  all  tlie  world,  for  the  sugar  you  use  in 
your  family.     One  acre  set  with  fruit  iroos  and  well  attended,  will  furnish 
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you  ;he  year  round  with  more  plaiUuiiH,  buaaiuv.us  or.iii!(«!3,  liniftH, 
guiivas,  puwpawis  a:ul  pine  apples  lliaa  you  will  ever  g.illier.  'Nine  iiionihs 
of  ihc  year  you  may  i,mo\v  iVosh  vei/eiiblcs  every  mniilh,  umi  some  of 
you  wlio  have  luw-laiul  plantalions,  may  do  so  Uiroui;liout  llie  year. 
JSoon  all  the  vessels  visiiiu<r  tlic  eoasl  will  touch  ht-rc  lor  refresh m<m is. 
You  will  never  want  a  ready  market  lor  your  iViiils  and  vc;r,.ial>lcs. 
Your  oilier  crops  being  arlieles  of  export,  will  always  eommaml  cash  or 
sometliini:;;  betkr.  Widi  these  resources  (and  nolhinsr  but  industry  and 
perseverance  is  necessary  to  realize  tluMn,)  you  cannot  fail  lo  have  the 
means  ol'  liviiii)-  as  coml'orlably,  iudependenily  I'l"'  hapi)ily  as  any  pe(^)lc 
on  eartli.  If  you  rorleit  such,  prospects  through  indolence  or  lolly, 
thank  yourselves  lor  il.  No  one  else,  1  promise  you  will  condole 
with  you." 

In  September  ISvIT,  the  inhabilanls  of  JNIonrovia  assembled  and  adopt- 
ed an  address  lo  llieir  brethren  in  the  United  Estates,  On  the  subject  of 
the  country  ihey  say  ; 

"  Away  with  all  the  false  notions  that  are  circulating  about  the  bar- 
renness of  this  country  :  ihey  are  the  observations  of  such  ignorant  and 
designing  men,  as  would  injure  both  it  and  you.  A  more  fertile  soil, 
and  a  more  ])roductive  country,  so  far  as  il  is  cultivated,  there  is  not,  we 
believe,  on  the  face  of  the  earth.'' 

Captain  Nicholson  after  a  visit  to  the  Colonv  c  arlv  in  1828,  on  his 
return  wrote : 

*'  The  soil  in  the  possession  of  the  colonists  is  rich,  and  will  produce 
a  superabundance  for  the  support  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  for  external 
commerce.  Sugar,  cotton,  coll'ee,  rice,  and  various  trees  and  plants,  yieldiu"- 
valuable  dyes,  and  medicinal  gums,  can  be  cullivalcd  with  success." 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  McElroy,  an  intelligent  and  highly  respected  clergy- 
man from  Kentucky,  visited  Liberia  in  1835,  His  public  testimony  con- 
cerning the  country,  is  given  in  the  following  words  : 

"  As  to  the  soil  of  Liberia,!  can  truly  say  it  is  notsuipassed,  if  equalled, 
in  fertility,  by  the  richest  lands  of  the  States.  I  speak  advisedly,  when  1 
say  this,  for  I  have  cultivated  and  traveled  over  some  of  our  finest  lands 
in  several  of  the  western  and  middle  States.  I  have  seen  the  full  slock  of 
corn  in  Kentucky,  and  the  waving  white  fields  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania; 
I  have  trodden  the  rice  lands  of  Georgia,  and  the  cotton  lands  of  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  in  the  same  year  i  have  seen  the  golden  fruits  of  Africa.  On 
the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul  I  saw  the  waving  millet,  the  luxuriant  plantation 
and  the  aliundanl  cassada,  the  sweet  potatoe  and  the  growing  rice  ;  and  I 
must  say,  the  contrast  which  I  was  thus  enabled  to  make,  led  me  lo  the 
conviction  thai  with  e(iual  skill  and  cullivation,  the  land  of  Liberia, 
"would  bear  a  favorable  comparison  wiih  those  of  our  or  any  other  coun- 
try." 

Dr.  Todscn,    wou    resided   several   years   in  the  colony,  says: 

'•The  soil  of  Liberia,  with  the  excojnion  of  Cape  IVlcsurado,  on  which 
Monrovia  is  built,  is,  in  richness  and  fertility,  equal  to  some  of  the  line*; 
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lands  I  have  ever  seen,  tniljcr  in  Europe  or  America.  In  fact,  there  are 
few  spots  on  ihc  globe  thut  present  so  mexliuuslible  a  soil,  so  luxuriant  a 
vejjetation,  tvcn  unassisted  by  the  industrv  of  man,  as  tliat  of  the  rivere 
Si.  Paul,  Si  John,  Mesurado,  and  the  Stockton  Creek.  Many  of  tlic  pro- 
duction3  of  tropical  climates,  such  as  coffee,  a  variety  of  the  finest  spices, 
valuable  woods,  and  dye-stuffs,  giow  (here  spontaneously  ;  and  it  would 
only  rtcjuire  a  small  share  of  attention  and  industry,  to  bring  them  to  a 
stHte  ol' perferlion  and  productiveness.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  culture 
of  tobacco  would  prove  very  successful  in  the  colony;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  liner  qualities  of  that  iicib  miirht  be  successfully  trans- 
planted from  Havana,  and  thus  become  a  new  aiuJ  most  profitable  source 
of  wealth  to  the  colonist.  *  *  *  Tlie  soil  along  the  above  rivers  is 
well  adapted,  also,  to  the  culture  of  cotton  and  tlie  sugar-cane.  *  #  » 
The  forests  abound  in  rare  anil  valuable  woods  and  seeds  :  no  where  can 
rice,  cassada,  yams,  groundnuts,  Indian  corn,  sweet  potatoes,  and  plan- 
tains, be  cultivated  to  greater  advantage  than  on  those  courses.  All  the 
domestic  animals  and  fowls  (horses  excepted)  of  America,  thrive  and  in- 
crease in  the  colony,  with  scarcely  any  care  to  their  owners,  particularly 
goats,  sheep  and  hogs."  lie  also  mentions  '•  oranges,  limes,  and  pine-apples 
as  abundant ;  and  tliat  arrowroot  in  great  quantities  might  he  profitably 
raised  for  exportation." 

Dr.  Gould,  who  visited   Liberia  in  1835,  says  ; 

'•  A  proper  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  would  soon  place  tlie 
rolony  in  a  most  flourishing  and  happy  condition.  The  soil,  though  ap- 
parently of  the  same  quality  of  the  ^laryland  good  lands,  seems,  neverthe- 
less, to  be  much  more  productive  ;  and  being  remarkably  easv  of  cultivation, 
would  soon  return  a  rich  reward  to  industrious  farmers.  Cotton,  suuar-cane, 
coffee,  tobacco,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles  of  commerce,  mav  be  culti- 
vated to  almost  any  extent." 

Dr.  Goheen,  physician  to  the  Methodist  mission  in  the  colony,  wrote 
in  1836: 

'•  Here  are  those  who  enjoy  wealth  and  live  at  ease  ;  here  the  inhabi- 
tants enjoy  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  a  soil  the  most  fertile,  well 
watered  and  best  timbered,  I  have  ever  seen." 

Dr.    Blodgett,    after   visiting   the    colony    the    same    year,    testifies  : 

"  The  soil,  after  leaving  the  beach  one  or  two  miles,  becomes  very 
fertile,  and  will  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  the  same  lands  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  In  short  tlie  country  wants  nothing  but  industry  to  make 
It  a  place  of  delightful  residence.'' 

The  Rev.  John  Seys,  superintendent  of  the  ^Methodist  mission  in 
I..iberi!i,  on  his  return  from  Afiica  in  1835,  said; 

"That  the  soil  of  Liberia  contained  a  mine  of  exhaustless  wealth  to  the 
colonists.  It  was  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  the  sugar-cane.  He  knew 
all  aboat  the  culture  of  sugar;  and  he  had  examined  the  soil  of  Liberia, 
and  this  was  his  settled  opinion.  It  wanted  nothing  but  cultivation,  and 
it  would  repay  the  labor  of  the  agriculturist  ten-fold.  He  here  publicly 
<leclared  it  as  his  judgment,  thit  if  the  Society  would  raise   and   put  into 
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the  hands  of  an  ag:cnt.  (he  sum  ofSlO.OOO.lo  be  laid  out  in  the  culture  of 
su^nr.  It  would  clear  all  cxpcn^^es,  and  in  live  years  would  nctt  a  profit  of 
$100,000.  This  might  sound  chimerical,  hut.  lie  knew  what  he  was 
sayinj:;.  He  had  gone  carefully  into  the  calculation,  allowing  largely  for 
all  expenses,  and  this  was  the  result.  The  lands  of  the  colon  J""  contained 
the  means  not  only  of  rendering  the  colonists  easy  in  circumstances,  but 
of  enriching  them  with  every  thing  that  could  render  life  desirable." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Skinner,  (once  colonial  physician,  and  subsequently 
governor,)  at  the  same  time,   went  on  tc  give 

"  His  fullest  sanction  to  the  statements  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Scys;  so  rich  was  the  soil  and  so  abundant  the  means  of  living, 
that  two  hours'"  labor  out  of  the  twenty-four,  would  furuLsh  a  man  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life." 

In  1832,  two  respected  free  colored  men  (Messrs.  Simpson  and  Moore) 
went  from  ^Mississippi  to  the  colony  and  remained  three  weeks,  examin- 
ing all  the  settlements.  They  became  satisfied  with  the  country,  and 
soon  after  their  return  emigrated  tliither  with  their  friends.  In  their  re- 
port they  say  : 

'•  The  soil  at  (Caldwell  and  Millsburg  is  as  fertile  as  we  ever  saw,  and 
much  like  the  land  in  Mississippi.  We  saw  growing  upon  it,  pepper, 
corn,  rice,  sugar-cane,  cassada,  plantains,  cotton,  oranges,  limes,  coffee, 
peas,  beans,  sweet  potatoes,  water-melons,  cucumbers,  sousop,  bananas, 
and  many  other  fruits  and  vegetables." 

Captain  Crowell,  of  Massachusetts,  who  visited  the  colony  the  same 
vear,  after  mentioning  other  blessings,  says: 

"To  these  advantages  may  be  added  that  of  a  most  rich  and  promising 
soil,  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  all  the  tropical  productions." 

Captain  Vorhees,  of  the  IT.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  touched  at  Liberia  in 
December,  1833.  In  his  report  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  that 
place,  he  states  : 

"  The  country  is  fertile  and  productive  of  every  variety  of  sustenance 
necessary  to  man  ;  and  no  settler,  however  poor,  with  industry  and  fru- 
gality, after  a  year's  support  need  to  be  in  want.  The  settlement  must 
move  onward,  and,  with  all  its  disadvantages,  it  appears  a  miracle  that  it 
should  be  in  such  a  state  of  advancement." 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  first  a  missionary  and  subsequently  governor 
of  Liberia,  wrntc  in  1R3.5  : 

"  We  shall  triumph.  The  advantages  of  soil  and  products  and  freedom 
which  exist  in  Liberia,  will,  when  prejudice  yields  to  sober  reason,  induce 
the  high-minded  and  enterprizing  men  of  color  in  America,  to  emigrate  on 
their  own  resources.  The  crops  of  arrowroot,  collie,  pepper,  and  cotton, 
exceed  all  that  can  be  boasted  of  in  the  United  States.  *  ♦  ♦  By  a  very 
careless  trial  of  arrowroot,  it  is  ascertained  that  at  ten  cents  per  pound, 
the  land  will,  with  very  little  trouble,  produce  at  the  rate  of  ^100  per 
acre:  and  so  of  other  crops,  sugar-cane,  cofiee,  and  cotton." 
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The  Ktv  Cliailes  Uockwell  spent  Mune  days  ai  llie  colony,  in  ihe 
autumn  «>f  1836,  ami  took  special  pains  to  examine  the  country  and  the 
condiiion  of  nearly  all  the  settlements.     He  writes  : 

"  The  soil  of  Liberia  is  various,  being  affected  by  its  position,  its  degree 
of  elevation,  and  other  similar  causes.  Directly  on  the  ocean,  and  along 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  a  lijjlu,  warm,  sandy  soil  has  in  some  places  been 
thrown  up  bv  tlie  water,  which  will  yield  sweet  potatoes,  beans,  and  cas- 
sada,  but  Nvilhout  manure  the  crops  will  be  small. 

*'Thc  next  v:irictv  is  bottom  land,  of  strong,  light-colored  clay,  which 
is  sometimes  mingled  with  sand  and  dark  loam.  It  is  productive,  but  is 
exposed  to  injury  iVom  the  extremes  of  dry  and  wet  weather.  «  *  * 
The  richest  soil,  however,  and  that  which  is  most  prevalent  in  connexion 
witli  the  diflVrent  settlements,  is  a  deep,  loose,  black  mould,  of  alluvial 
formation.  It  extends  back  from  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  derives  its 
atrengtli  fiom  the  wash  of  the  fertile  uplands  above  and  beyond  it.  It  is 
sufFiciontlv  moist,  is  free  from  stones  and  gravel,  and  will  give  to  any  crop 
a  rank  and  luxuriant  growth. 

"In  higher  positions  than  the  last  is  a  red,  clayey  soil,  mingled  with 
rocks  and  gravel  of  the  same  hue,  all  of  which  derive  their  color  from  the 
oxyde  of  iron,  with  which  tliey  abound.  This  soil  is  of  a  poor  quality, 
but  mav  be  much  improved  by  manuring. 

"  The  last  variety  we  shall  notice  is  a  strong,  rich  soil,  found  in  con- 
nexion with  the  higher  and  more  rocky  uplands.  It  produces  a  rank, 
luxuriant  growth  of  forest  trees  and  plants,  but  will  produce  well  during  the 
dry  months  of  die  year.  Lands  of  this  kind,  however,  are  extremely  favor- 
able to  the  cultivation  of  coffee  and  other  valuable  plants,  and  vegetables." 

Mi.  Rockwell  gives  an  extended  and  minute  account  not  only  of  the 
productions  of  the  colony,  but  of  the  character,  manners,  and  condition  of 
the  settlers,  (copious  extracts  from  which  will  be  found  in  this  Journal  for 
August  and  September,  1842  ;)  but  one  fact  dropped  incidently  we  cannot 
forbear  to  mention.     He  observes  : 

''  Sweet  potatoes  tcill  grow  every  season  of  the  year.  *  *  »  They 
were  brought  toi(s  by  the  colonists  in  canoes,  some  of  them  tiventy  miles 
from  the  coast  ;  and  in  such  ahuyulance  were  they  offered  us,  that,  though 
we  supplied  our  crew  of  nearly  five  hjindred  men  zvith  them,  yet  maiiy 
more  were  brought  to  us  than  we  could  furnish  a  market  for.''''* 

[Compare  the  statements  of  Mr.  Rockwell  in  his  '•  Sketches  of  foreign 


•  Dr.  Bacon,  though  he  represents  African  diseases  as  easily  curable,  refers  to 
the  mortality  among:  emijjrants  as  juslifyino:  the  severest  condemnation  against  the 
condurtors  of  the  Colonization  scheme.     On  this  point  we  .state  two  facts  : 

1st.  For  some  time  past  the  births  in  tiie  Cape  Palmas  colony  have  exceeded  the 
deaths,  and  the  mortality  has  been  less,  than  among  the  free  blacks  of  Baltimore  :  and, 

Secondly;  We  notice  an  incidental  remark  ol  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rockwell,  who,  in  urg- 
ing the  iinpoitance  of  persons  emigrating  in  t!i'-  prime  of  life,  says  :  "Children  of 
•uch  parents,  too,  if  born  in  Afiica,  will  be  much  better  adapted  to  the  peculiar  climate 
of  that  country,  than  those  who  even  at  an  early  age  remove  thither.  Hence  it  is,  that 
at  Monrovia,  with  a  population  [this  was  six  years  ago]  of  six  or  eight  hundred  inhabi- 
tanta,  there  may  now  be  seen  a  hundred  fine,  healthy  boys,  children  of  the  colonists, 
engaged  in  their  evening  gambols  in  the  streets." 
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travel  and  lift  at  sea,''  with  tliose  of  Dr.  1).  F.  Bacim,  in  lus  "  irau(hr- 
ins^s  on  the  seas  and  shores  oJ\ifrica,''  as  bi)lli  aulhuis  went  in  Lihcriu 
about  the  same  time.] 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Savage,  Episcopal  luisj^ioiiai y  at  Capo  Pahiias,  in  rela 
tin|^  tlie  inciilcnl:?  of  a  trip  np  what  he  terms  the  "Noble  Cavallv  "  river, 
savs  : 

"  A  liighly  allraciivi'  ol)jeet,  to  my  New  England  eye,  was  maize,  so 
frequently  seen  upon  the  banks  oi  this  river;  and  another  no  less  reviving 
to  my  southern  associations,  was  rice  ; — both  of  which  are  produced  here 
in  perfection.  The  rice  farms  are  very  extensive  ;  and  at  one  time  are 
seen,  as  we  ascend  the  river,  (through  a  small  opening  among  the  trees, 
made  for  a  landing  place,)  expanding  far  beyond  into  fields  of  many  acres  ; 
at  another,  the  brush  being  cleared  away  to  the  very  verge  of  the  river, 
unfolds  to  the  eye  an  immense  expanse,  waving  in  all  the  luxuriance  of 
nature." 

The  late  Governor  Buchanan  on  his  arrival  in  the  colony  in  1830,  wrote  : 

"  Liberia  far  exceeds,  in  almost  every  respect  all  that  I  had  ever  ima- 
gined of  her.  Nothing  is  wanted,  I  am  persuaded,  but  a  better  system  of 
agriculture,  and  the  permanent  establishment  of  schools,  to  bring  the  peo- 
ple of  Liberia  to  the  very  highest  point  of  the  scale  of  intellectual  refine- 
ment and  jjolilical  consequence.'' 

This  same  gentleman  in  his  despatch  of  tlie  13th  of  December,  1840, 
reported  7,205  cofiee  trees  growing  in  Monrovia  and  the  adjacent  villages, 
and  23,000  in  the  three  setdements  of  Bassa  Cove,  Edina,  and  Bexlcy. 
At  the  close  of  that  month,  premiums  were  awarded  for  the  cultivation 
of  coffee  trees  to  S.  Benedict,  for  -  -  -  3,060  trees. 
James  Moore,  for  -  -  -  3,300  " 
Lewis  Sheriden,  for  -         -         3,000       " 

Samuel  Claborn,  for  -         -         2,000       " 

Under  date  of  August  2,  1842,  Dr.  J.   Lawrence  Day,  colonial  phys^ 
cian,  after  mentioning  the  efforts  of  Mr.  .Tenckes,  (a  white  man  from  the 
United  States,)  in  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  observes  : 

"  The  good  he  did,   lives  after  him.  *      •      He  has  demonstrated 

too,  what  was  hitherto  a  problem,  viz :  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  soil  or 
atmosphere,  that  will  prevent  our  makings  with  the  least  kind  of  care,  as 
good,  as  much,  and  (with  the  same  means  of  grinding,)  as  cheap  sugar  as 
is  made  in  the  West  Indies.  Three  thousand  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
several  hundred  gallons  of  molasses  were  manufactured  during  the  last 
season,  at  the  colonial  farm  ;  and  but  for  a  defect  (to  be  easily  remedied 
hereafter)  in  the  grinding  of  the  caue,  this  quantity  would  have  been 
doubled." 

Dr.  .Tames  Hall,  (a  gentleman  of  the  most  acciiraie  oljservaiion  and 
sound  judgment,  who  has  resided  eleven  years  in  Liberia)  says  : 

"She,  Africa,  possesses  the  soil,  the  climate,  the  physical  force  and  only 
requires  capital  and  intellect  to  enable    her  to  flood  the  world,  with  those 
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tropical  produciioiiB  which  have  for  the  past  century  been  so  eagerly 
j«ou^ht  ill  the  rocky  islands  of  the  West  jndics,  ai:(l  which  have  been 
there  praliicfil  at  pucli  a  sacriGce   of  luiiiian  life   and  human  happiness." 

Ofrolloe  and  llic  sugar  cane  Dr.  Hall  says  : 

*'  IJolh  of  these  products  are  indijjenous  to  Africa.  The  furmer  of 
the  most  perfect  sprcies,  is  found  in  abundance  in  the  forest,  and  only 
requires  iran.splaniing.  in  order  to  }  ield  at  least  one  hundred  per  cent, 
more  than  the  most  prolific  species  cultivated  in  the  We.«t  Indies.  The 
sugar  cane  now  c-rowintr  on  the  public  farm  in  Cape  Palnias,  is  equal 
in  size  and  woiffht  to  that  produced  in  anv  part  of  the  world,  and  is  capa- 
ble of  bpin<T  cuiuvatt'd  to  any  extent  in  every  \arieiy  of  soil  throughout 
the  colony." 

After  nvntioning  iho  clicapness  of  land,  of  rice,  and  of  labor,  Dr.  Hall 
adds  : 

"And  in  fict,  every  facility  exists  for  carrying  on  operations  for  the 
production  of  ?u£rar  andcoflee  at  a  less  expense  than  it  can  lie  done  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  requiring  le^s  than  one  tenth  the  amount  of  capital — the 
•whole  expense  of  labor  not  exceeding  the  interest  on  the  money  required 
for  slave  labor." 

Such  is  a  porlion  of  llie  te.slimony,  decided  and  unequivocal,  gathered 
from  various,  intelligent,  ?.nd  respectable  individuals,  several  of  them  in 
no  way  connected  with  the  Colonization  Society,  most  of  them,  if  not 
all,  men  of  uniinpoachcd  and  unsullied  honor  and  veracity.  Such  testi- 
mony is  not  to  be  invalidated  by  any  single  witness,  certainly  not  by 
one  visiting  the  colony  from  motives  of  curiosity,  or  an  excentric 
humour,  yet  availing  himself  of  the  Society's  patronage,  and  who, 
while  entrusted  with  a  commission  as  principal  colonial  physician,  with  a 
salaty  of  $1. GOO  per  annum,  slated  in  his  llrst  letter  to  the  Society,  that 
in  consequence  of  one  of  the  emigrants  having  landed  contrary  to  his  and 
the  Governor's  orders,  and  used  some  insulting  language,  and  repeated 
it  in  company  with  some  of  his  friends,  he  had  at  first  concluded  not  again 
to  land,  l^tit  to  return  in  the  satne  vcsacl  to  the  United  Slales.  This  sud- 
den and  extraordinary  determination  of  the  ri\]{\\or  of  '■'■  IFandcrings  on  the 
seas  and  shores  of  Africa,''''  from  which  he  informs  us  he  was  turned  by  the 
apologies,  representations,  entreaties,  and  promises  of  several  of  the  colo- 
nial gentlemen,  and  especially  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Hall,  who  happened 
to  arrive  at  that  time,  was  certainly  less  wonderful  than  his  no  less  sud- 
den renunciation  of  all  idea  of  effecting  anything  whatever  under  the 
powers  he  conceived  himself  clothed  with,  as  to  "  medical  police,"  so  that, 
(to  use  his  own  word.s)  "  I  abandoned  all  hopes  and  plans  of  saving  life 
by  prevention  of  exposures,  and  determined  to  go  on  shore  as  a  mere  medical 
practitioner,  and  satisfied  that  a  brace  of  pocket  pistols  and  a  sword-cane 
would  be  a  sufficirni  remedy  for  any  repetition  of  my  first  difficulties. 
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ihaving]  assured  the  Gortrnor  that  J  should  use  them  on  the  first  mnn 
that  uisidted  nr  threatened  vie  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty."  Tin.-  iliiTi 
cultics  of  ovir  friend,  iho  Wanderer,  apprnr  thereafter  to  linve  rapidlv  in 
creased  :  and  having;  on  two  occasions  ''defined  lii.-J  position,"  and  forcibly 
compelled  ohsiinalc  patients  to  take  his  medicines  with  happy  efft'ct,  in  one 
case,  upon  the  disposition  as  Ceil  as  npon  the  health  ;  (for  the  nmn  on  recov- 
ery became  his  devoted  friend,  and  "his  regard  dated, ''says  our  author, ''from 
tliis  one  moderate  (h-nhhing" ;")  he  makes  the   following  sage  reflections  : 

"Such  are  "niggers/  in  the  peculiar  American  sense  of  that  American  form 
of  the  word  ;  such  arc  they  under  kind  treatment,  and  such  are  they  under 
the  opposite.  I  do  not  use  the  word  'niirger'  as  synoHymous  with  'ne- 
gro :'  If  the  latter  is  taken  as  a  specific  term,  the  former  then  expresses  a 
peculiar  artificial  sub-variety  of  that  species  induced  by  cultivation.  The 
latter  is  what  the  former  has  become  by  slavery,  and  may  he  morally  de- 
fined and  characterized  as  a  creature  icilh  some  of  the  inferior  virtues  of 
a  good  dog  and  all  the  meanest  vices  of  a  bad  man.'" 

Without  attempting  here  to  review  the  unfinished  work  of  Dr.  Bacon,  we 
suggest  that  the  precedingsentence  may  explain  many  of  its  dark  surmisjngs, 
discouraging  conjectures,  unpromising  predictions,  and  strange  and  extra- 
ordinary statements.  A  Mhito  man  in  Ijil)eiia  acting  upon  the  opinion  of 
the  Doctor,  could  hardly  expect,  were  this  opinion  correct,  to  find  it  con- 
curred in  by  the  people,  and  if  an  error,  must  impute  his  exemption  from 
manifestations  of  public  indignation,  either  to  eminent  virtue  and  forbear- 
ance, in  the  community,  or  to  some  remarkable  protection  of  Providence. 

But  the  inquiry  may  be  natural,  Avhy,  if  the  fertility  of  the  Liberian  soil 
be  great,  and  its  productioi)s  such  as  have  been  represented,  why  so  few, 
if  any,  have  been  brought  into  the  markets  of  the  world?  The  answer  is 
obvious.  The  emigrants  have  generally  gone  out  with  little  or  no  proper- 
ty ;  they  have  received  but  very  limited  assistance  ;  have  been  compelleil 
to  engage  in  the  construction  of  their  houses;  the  clearing  of  the  lands; 
in  the  culture  of  such  vegetables  as  were  most  necessary  for  their  imme- 
diate subsistence,  and  such  barter  trade  with  the  natives  as  miirht  r^ive 
lljem  the  most  speedy  and  profitable  returns.  In  a  wgw  and  uncivilized 
country,  exposed  to  the  trials  of  a  tropical  climate,  and  in  their  earliest  set- 
tlement not  unfrequently  to  the  hostility  of  the  native  barbarous  tribes, 
they  have  directed,  of  necessity,  their  principle  energies  to  secure  shelter, 
fccurity  and  subsistence.  No  rich  capitalists  have  been  there  ;  no 
treasured  commodities  of  all  climes  ;  no  labor-saving  machines  ;  and  but 
very  imperfect  knowledge,  and  scarcely  any  experience  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  choicest  productions  of  the  tropics.  Our  wonder  is  not  that  they 
have  done  so  little,  but  that  they  have  done  so  much. 

'^Monrovia  (said  Sir.  Rockwell,  writing  some  six  years  ago,)  was  the 
first  and  is  the  largest  settlement,  containing  about  five   hundred  houses. 
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five  churchfc8,  seveial  schools,  besides  Leiiii^  llie  seal  of  ihe  Colonial 
Government.  We  were  everywhere  hospitably  received,  taking  our  seats 
with  the  colonists  at  their  tables ;  uniting  with  them  in  a  public  dinner 
they  gave  us  on  sliorc,  and  entertaining  them  ami  their  ladies  un  board  our 
ship.  The  IntusL'S  ol'  the  wealthier  are  two  stories  high,  of  a  good  size* 
and  with  drawiuii-rooin.s  I'urnislu-d  witii  sofas,  sideboards,  and  other  articles 
ofluxury  and  ea>;e.  .^[ost  of  tlie  colonists,  however,  live  in  houses  of  a 
story  anil  a  h:»lf  iiigh,  framed  and  covered  as  in  New  England,  and  having 
besides  the  elnunbers,  small  but  convenient  rooms  on  the  lower  floor, 
while  the  conkiu;:  is  commonly  done,  as  in  the  southern  United  Stales, 
in  cabins  distinct  from  the  house,  to  avoid  the  annoyance  of  smoke  aad 
heat." 

The  same  respectable  author  (from  whom  we  quote  because  he  visited 
the  colony  a  short  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  '•  ff'andercr  on  the  seas 
and  shores  oJ\']frica.,''^)  sneaking  of  tiie  inhabitants  of  New  Georgia,  a 
eetUement  of  recaptured  Africans,  says  : 

**  These  settlers  are  active,  industrious  farmers,  and  are  fast  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  useful  arts,  and  securing  to  themselves  the  blessings  of 
civilization  and  Ciirisiianity.  But  a  few  years  since,  and  they  were  sunk 
in  the  beastly  degiadation  of  paganism,  knowing  nothing  of  the  language 
in  which  they  have  received  all  the  education  and  I'eligious  instruction 
they  have  enjoyed.  Now  they  have  a  town,  regularly  laid  out,  the  streets 
and  houses  are  extremely  clean  and  neat,  while  all  around  them  is  an  ap- 
pearance of  tluift,  and  of  thorough  and  successful  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
which  is  trulv  suprising,  if  we  consider  how  recently  the  inhabitants  Jiave 
emerged  from  the  indolent  and  unsettled  habits  of  savage  and  barbarous 
life." 

Again  says  Mr.  Rockwell : 

"  On  the  St.  Paul's  river,  commences  the  town  of  Caldwell,  which  is 
seven  miles  in  length,  each  farmer  having  a  given  width  on  the  river,  and 
besides  this  town  lot,  ten  r.cres  lying  farther  back.  The  land  is  thorough- 
ly cleared,  and  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  for  live  or  six  miles  in 
length,  and  from  one  fourth  to  half  a  mile  in  width." 

Of  Millsburgh,  he  says  : 

"  The  situation  of  the  town  is  peculiarly  pleasant ;  its  principal  streets, 
like  those  of  Monrovia  and  Caldwell,  running  parallel  to  the  banks  of  the 
river,  the  rising  grounds  around,  being  covered  with  lofty  forest  trees  of 
the  richest  foliage ;  while,  at  one  extremity  of  the  village,  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  trrass-covered  hillocks,  I  have  ever  seen.  Tlie  inhabitants 
are  mostly  hardv  and  industrious  farmers,  ami  though  reared  in  America, 
we  were  surprised  to  learn  that  they  enjoyed  Iietter  health  than  they  had 
done  in  the  United  States,  and  tliat  tlicy  eoulil  endure  more  fatigue  and 
hard  labor,  than  the  native  Africans  around  them." 

Of  the  sctdemcnt  at  Bassa  Cove,  then  but  three  years  old,  having  stated 
that  it  was  founded  bv  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  emigrants  directly  from 
the  United  States,  ;Mr.  Rockwell  says  : 

"  The  colonists  had   cleared  forty  acres  of  land,  and  besides  erecting 


\S-H.]  LIBERIA.  J3 

houses  for  themselves,  and  ten  olhors  for  fuluro  emigrants,  they  had  a 
house  for  the  fauilly  of  the  Airpiit,  aiul  :i  suhstanlir\l  (u)verumenl  llniist, 
twrntv  feet  bv  fit'ly,  aiul  two  stories  liioh,  with  a  well  oiicloscd  anil  Itcan- 
tiful  iravdeii  of  two  ai-res  annexed  to  it." 

This  had  hcen  done,  alihon^h  the  settlonient  liad  hcen  expo.srd  to  the 
hostility  of  encinios  and  I)oinn-  planted  on  the  principle  of  non-resistance, 
entirely  broken  np  at  one  time,  and  a  niiinher  of  the  inhabitant.s  massa- 
cred. Tt  was  soon  ro-rommenccd  with  the  spirit  and  means  of  resisting 
aggression.     "  Under  tliis  regimen,"  says  .Air.  Rockwell, 

"The  colony  has  continued  to  flourish,  furnishing  a  safe  asylum  for 
the  emigrant  and  the  .Missionary  of  the  Cross;  by  its  treaties  with  the 
natives,  and  by  other  means,  aiding  to  suppress  the  slave-trade,  and  by 
its  schools  and  eliurches,  and  the  arts  and  comforts  of  civilization  and 
Cliristianity,  strongly  recommpnding  hv  the  force  of  example,  tiie  religion 
of  the  IJilile,  with  its  train  of  attendant  blessings,  alike  to  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  pagan  tribes  around.'' 

Of  the  independent  colony  at  Cape  Palmas,  founded  but  three  years 
before,  by  one  hundred  and  ninety  colored  persons  under  the  auspices  of 
^Inryland,  ^Ir.  Rockwell  states: 

"There  were  forty-seven  farms  of  five  acres  each,  under  cultivation, 
and  besides  having  commenced  a  puldic  model  farm  of  fiftty  acres,  the 
colonists  had  made  live  miles  of  road  into  the  interior  and  prepared 
houses  for  the  accomodation  of  two  hundred  more  emigrants." 

These  are  oljservations  of  the  aspect  and  condition  of  things,  as  we  have 
said,  more  than  sir  years  ago,  very  nearly  at  the  time  to  which  the  sketches 
of  "  JVaiiflcrivrrs  an  the  seas  and  sJwres  of  Africa"'''  apply.  And  what  is  iVIr. 
Rockwell's  testimony  in  regaid  to  the  contentment  of  the  settlers  ? 

'•  It  has  often  been  said  that  the  colonists  of  Liberia  are  not  contented  with 
their  situation,  and  were  they  able  would  gladly  return  to  this  land.  From 
free  mtercourse  with  tliose  of  all  classes  in  tiie  diHt^rent  settlements,  and  after 
diligent  inquiry  on  this  subject,  liowever,  I  was  fully  persuaded  that  there 
are  few  communities  in  any  land,  the  members  of  which  are  more  gene- 
rally satisfied  with  their  condition  than  are  the  great  mas3*of  the  colonists. 
I  found,  too,  a  decided  preference  of  Africa  to  America,  in  instances  in 
•  hich  I  should  have  expected  the  contrary  to  have  been  the  fact." 

Let  it  he  remembered  that  uj)  to  the  period  to  which  these  last  state- 
ments refer,  trade  had  occupied  mainly  the  thoughts,  and  principally  con- 
tributed to  the  comlorts  and  prosperity  of  the  colonists,  that  even  in  1832 
the  imports  into  .Monrovia  were  to  the  value  of  $80,000,  and  the  exports 
to  that  of  §125,000,  and  that,  though  the  trade  at  this  point  afterwards  de- 
creased somewhat,  yet  a  number  of  small  coa.sting  vessels  had  been  buill 
by  iiie  colonists,  and  when  Mr.  Rockwell  was  there  fifteen  or  twenty  such 
ciaft  were  owned  and  navigated  by  theni.  liCi  it  aI.«<o  he  remembered,  that 
•he  early  emicfrant'!  to  Liberia  were  neecs>arily  mucb  occupipfl   in  public 
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utfairs,  means  of  defence,  military  didoipliue,  the  ori^ani/ation  audadminis- 
tiatiuii  uf  their  political,  judicial,  and  social  system;  in  counteiacling  the 
a^ifencics  oi'  the  blave-iraJe,  in  occasional  wars;  in  negotiations  with  Afiicaii 
tnbei?,  and  linHlly,  that  each  successive  company  of  them,  were  obliged,  for 
several  mouth:?,  to  restrain  themselves  fmrn  exertion,  and  acquire  by  in- 
quiry and  experiment,  the  knowledge,  whicii  is  only  so  attained,  of  their 
duties,  and  methods  and  means  of  living  in  a  new  and  strange  country.  All 
recent  testimony  fmiu  Liberia  siiows  that  agriculture  is  receiving  increased 
attention.  In  his  letter  ilated  Uc'ccmber  l.'itli,  IS  10,  Governor  Huchanaii 
stated  : 

"It  should  be  rt:inenii)ercd  that  all  the  land  in  cultivatiun  in  the  colony 
(about  713  acres)  is  worlied  entirely  by  band.  We  have  made  a  qiiautitv 
of  very  beautiful  suijar  this  season,  thougli  all  the  work  has  been  done  at 
the  greatest  |)Ossil)le  disadvantage;."  Under  date  of  April  6,  1840,  he 
states;  ''Business  in  all  iis  brandies  has  increased  three-fold,  and  there  i.s 
,an  abundance  of  the  products  of  the  earth  in  the  colony  for  all  the  wants 
of  the  people." 

It  is  some  consolation  to  find  the  "  Wanderer  on  the  seas  and  shores  of 
Africa,^^  who  amuses  himself  and  his  readers  with  some  not  very  success- 
ful attempts  to  exhibit  in  ridiculous  aspects  the  scheme  of  African  Coloni- 
zation and  the  people  and  condition  of  the  colony,  making  admissions  that 
from  an  opponent,  are  confirmations  strong  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
ample  resources  of  Liberia.  Observe,  also,  the  admissions  we  now  cite, 
are  from  one  who  would  have  us  believe  tliat  want  of  food,  and  starvation 
are  among  the  common  alHictions  of  the  people  of  Liberia.  After  de- 
scribing the  "  soil  of  Monrovia  as  very  thin  and  poor,"  except  the  valley 
between  the  cape  and  the  fort.  Dr.  Bacon  remarks : 

."The  shrubs  and  trees,  growing  through  the  streets  and  gardens,  are 
mostly  foreii^n  fruits  introduced  indireclly  from  the  West  Indies,  of  which 
'.he  orange,  lime,  soutsop,  guava,  tamarind,  cocoanut,  and  papaw,  are  the 
principal.  Of  these  only  the  guava  and  tlie  lime  are  abundant ;  the  former 
having  been  naturalized  (probably  by  the  English  traders  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  colony,)  so  that  it  has  become  quite  a  nuisance,  as  it  is  a  shrub 
of  ready  and  luxuriant  growth  on  poor  soils  ;  and  it  has  so  occupied  some 
of  the  streets  and  fields  as  to  require  mucii  labor  to  keep  it  down.  Limes, 
too,  appear  to  have  sprung  up  without  cultivation,  in  great  numbers. 
Oranges  are  cheap  and  good,  though  not  very  plenty  ;  for  I  do  not  think 
there  are  more  than  twenty  trees  producing  ihem  in  the  whole  colony. 
[These  trees  must  be  exceedingly  productive,  or  the  Liberians  have  little 
taste  for  oramres.]  The  sonrsop  is  not  more  abundant.  The  tamarind 
quite  rare.     The  cocoanut  is  found  in  but  two  localities." 

Again  says  Dr.  Bacon  :  ■> 

'•  In  a  very  few  spots,  too.  arc  seen  the  plantain  and  bananna,  which, 
though  soft,  succulent,  perishable  plants,  each  trunk  dying  as  its  truit  is 
rpmovpd,  have,  nevertheless,  the  height,  air,  and   proportions  of  flourish- 
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mg  young  trecd.  Of  llicse,  as  of  ihu  otlier  tVuils,  we  only  find  enoiigli  to 
sliow  how  cifsily  tliey  may  be  raised,  unci  to  niako  us  woinlcruiul  complain 
that  ihev  are  not  proiluced  in  siitisfactory  aljundance.  'I'lu;  i-ani(^  may  b« 
said  of  the  papaw,  and  of  garden  veijelablos  like^vise.  la  ri;^r;,|-,|  ly  t|,(. 
latter,  this  negligence  appears  particularly  culpable,  as  even  lliu  tliin  rocky 
soil  of  the  Cape,  witli  the  most  ordinary  cultivation,  will  produce  not  only 
the  vegetalile  of  the  tropics,  but  also  most  of  those  which  are  found  in  the 
gardens  of  temperate  regions,  some  of  which  here  flourish  perennially,  re- 
quiring little  attention  to  make  them  yielil  a  continual  crop  for  several 
seasons;  such  are  limes,  beans,  and  other  legumes,  which,  when  once 
planted  produce  richly  for  a  long  time.  Even  the  roots  natural  to  warm 
regions  are  capable  of  this  repealed  production.  The  sweet  potatoes  are 
pulled  up,  the  roots  picked  otl".  and  the  green  tops  stuck  in  the  ground 
again,  to  radicate  even  in  the  first  shower."  Again:  -'The  appropriate 
grain  of  this  climate  and  region  is  rice,  which  is  raised  in  great  abundance 
and  excellence  by  the  natives,  from  the  Gambia  to  Ivory  Coast,  and  to  an 
unknown  distance  interior.  On  tliis  part  of  the  coast,  too,  this  great  staple 
IS  cultivated  with  infinitely  less  labor  than  in  other  tropical  regions.'' 

We  notice  that  Dr.  Bacon,  though  he  could  see  no  evidence  of  the  suc- 
cessful cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane  and  cofi'ee  tree,  docs  not  deny  the  na- 
ture of  the  soil  and  climate  to  be  suitable  for  the  production  of  the  sugar-canei 
coffee,  and  cotton.  From  a  letter  of  Dr.  W.  Johnson,  who  had  resided  four 
years  in  the  colony,  dated  June  od,  ISi],  we  copy  the  following  extracts  : 

"All  who  have  tried  the  Liberia  coifee,  as  far  as  1  have  heard,  say  that  it 
is  equal  to  the  Mocha  or  Java.  The  usual  cost  of  clearing  land  in  Liberia 
and  introducing  a  crop  of  rice,  is  worth  about  tive  dollars  in  goods  at 
African  prices.  The  coffce  requires  rather  close  topping  after  it  is  two 
feet  higli,  as  the  elongation  of  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk  will  even  then 
make  the  full  grown  tree  si.\  or  seven  feet  in  height,  which  it  ought  not  to 
exceed.  ]t  always  bears,  when  cultivated,  in  the  third  year,  thoi/gh  but  a 
small  quantitxj.  There  is  a  large  increase  in  the  product  every  year,  and 
m  seven  years,  I  think  from  my  observation  of  a  number  of  trees  of  about 
that  age,  they  iciU  average  foi/r  pounds  per  tree.  We  have  not  yet  seen  the 
tree  attain  its  full  grou-lh^  bid  it  doubtless  requires  about  fifteen  years.  In 
the  West  indies  it  is  said  to  grow  twenty  years.  The  lowest  estimate  of 
those  in  the  colony  who  have  raised,  measured,  and  weighed  the  coflee 
repeatedly,  is  five  pounds  per  tree  for  an  average  production.  This  is  quite 
extraordinary,  as  in  the  West  Indies  the  average  crop  is  stated  by  very 
respectable  authority,  to  be  at  full  bearing,  a  tierce  of  a  thousand  pounds  to 
an  acre,  on  which  they  plant  about  seven  hundred  trees.  A  coffee  tree  in 
Monrovia  yielded  last  year  two  bushels,  three  and  threc-fourlhs  pecks  of 
oerries,  which  produced  seventeen  pounds  of  cleaned  and  cured  cofl'ee. 
Such  facts  as  these  are  fully  explained  by  the  appearance  of  the  trees. 
They  will  grow,  if  not  toppcil  d()wn,  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet,  and  will 
cover  ten  feet  square  of  land,  while  the  rxiont  of  the-  branches  in  the  Wc^t 
Indies  is  not  much  larger  than  that  of  a  hogslu;ad.  The  cofiJ'C  berries  are 
commonly  I)orne  on  tfie  branches  more  compactly  than  any  other  fruit 
which  I  recollect  to  have  seen.  A  .email  i)rancli,  which  I  brought  to  New 
York,  bore,  within  in  the  space  of  one  foot  sipinre,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
berries,  and  was  a  fair  specimen  of  their  coneral   appearanoo.     Th-"   plant 
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IS  imligi'iiou?  m  Liberia,  ur  has  become  naluruiizeil,  so  that  it  abounds  in 
the  forest.  The  usual  alhnvance  of  luboi  in  the  West  Indies  is  one  slave 
to  an  acre  of  cotfee.  Ikit  we  have  free  women  and  children  and  natives 
for  its  prosecution,  to  all  of  which  circumstances  it  is  very  well  adapted. 
We  have  two  or  three  kinds  of  collide,  one  of  which,  and  the  best,  has 
leave.s  as  large  as  a  hand,  and  another  as  small  as  that  of  the  apple  tree." 

From  this  stati-ment  it  may  be  inferred  : 

1st.  That  the  best  cofl'ee  plants  are  to  be  found  in  Liberia,  and  that  the 
soil  is  well  suited  to  their  growth  and  fruitfulness. 

2d.  That  if  [)roperly  cultivated,  they  will  produce  at  least  as  well,  pro- 
bably better  than  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies. 

3d.  That  had  the  earliest  settlers  (which  it  is  absurd  to  suppose,} 
found  leisure  when  they  tjr.«t  arrived,  to  set  out  coffee  plantations,  they 
might  in  1837,  have  nearly  attained  their  full  growth. 

4th.  That  liad  they  for  several  years,  been  necessarily  occupied  (as 
was  the  fact,)  in  securing  subsistence  from  other  sources  than  coffee 
plantations,  then  the  fact,  as  Dr.  Bacon  states,  that  coffee  was  imported 
into  the  colony,  and  not  thence  exported,  and  would  be  so,  as  he  thinks, 
•'for  ten  years  to  come,"  from  1837,  is  no  reason  for  discouragement  in 
regard  to  the  production  of  coffee  in  that  country. 

5th.  That  among  "  the  few  neglected  coffee  bushes  that  Dr.  Bacon 
saw  growing  in  the  streets  of  iNIontovia,"  (or  which  escaped  his  notice  in 
its  enclosures  and  gardens)  was  one  that  in  1840,  yielded  seventeen 
pounds  of  cleaned  and  cured  coffee. 

Otli.  It  would  appear  from  the  following  extract  from  the  letter  of  Dr. 
J.  Lawrence  Day,  dit-.-d  .Monrovia,  February  20,  1841,  that  the  product 
of  this  one  tree  is  not  our  only  demonstration  (though  it  is  quite  sufficient) 
of  what  may  be  done,  or  of  what  will  be  done  in  the  culture  of  coffee  in 
the  colony.     Dr.  Day,  says. 

"  In  December,  nearly  forty  thousand  coffee  trees  were  living,  the 
plantings  and  jrrowih  of  the  year  1840.  The  number  next  year  will 
probablv  exceed  this.  These  all  in  a  few  years  will  become  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  owners,  much  larger  in  proportion  than  in  any  other  country. 
To  show  you  what  calculations  may  be  made,  a  colonist  last  year  picked 
from  one  tree  three  bushels  of  berries,  which  it  was  found  yielded 
four  pounds  of  dried  coffee  to  the  bushel.  You  may  think  this  an  extreme 
case  ;  I  grant  it.  Ihtt  there  are  now  bearing;  numbers  of  trees,  which 
will  every  one  yield  one  bushel  and  many  of  them  two  bushels  of  berries 
to  the  tree.'" 

From  these  facts  we  infer  the  probability  that  before  the  "  ten  years  " 
even  dating  from  the  year  of  Dr.  Bacon's  visit,  coffee  will  be  an  article  of 
export  from  Liberia,  and  the  certainty,  that  at  no  remote  day,  it  will  be- 
come one  of  the  great  staple  productions  of  the  colony. 

It  is  not  to  be   imaaincd  that  human  nature  suddenly  loses  all  its  weak- 


ISjJ-l.J  LIBKKIA  ij 

nesses  and  iiiiiUMlcctioiis,  by  crossing  ihu  ocean,  or  hy  any  new  circnni- 
slances  (liowcvcr  favorable  to  its  elevation,)  among  whiclj  it  may  be  in- 
troduced, nor  woidil  it  be  reasonable  to  look  ibr  an  immediate  degree  ol 
advancement  among  colonists,  composed  of  a  people,  long  depressed  by 
adverse  and  withering  inlluences,  not  a  few  of  them  by  slavery,  beyond 
•what  would  l)e  expected  of  the  most  favored  of  our  race.  We  have 
thought  the  work  of  African  Colonization  aihnirably  adapted  to  strengthen 
the  intellectual  powers  and  nurture  and  develop  the  moral  faculties  and 
dispositions  of  those  who  might  engage  in  it,  and  thai  we  might  justly 
anticipate  in  tlie  community  of  Liberia,  a  sure  if  not  rapid  progress  in 
knowledge  and  virtue.  We  have  never  claimed  for  this  people  entire 
exemption  from  the  vices,  which  have  more  or  less  existence  in  all 
countries,  and  in  all  numerous  classes  of  human  beings.  With  very  few 
exceptions,  the  reports  of  those  both  from  the  United  States  and  England, 
wlio  have  visited  or  resided  in  Liberia,  liave  been  such  as  to  create  belief 
HI  the  general  contentment,  sobriety,  industry  and  good  character  of  the 
colonists.  Their  own  opinions  and  sentiments,  the  colonists  themselves, 
are  best  able  truly  and  fully  to  express.  In  September,  1827,  the  in- 
habitants of  Monrovia  addressed  a  circular  to  their  brethcrn  in  this  country 
in  which  they  say  -. 

"  Truly  we  have  a  goodly  heritage;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  lacking 
in  the  character  or  condition  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  it  never  can  be 
charged  to  tlic  account  of  tiie  country,  it  must  be  the  fruit  of  our  own 
mismanagement  or  slothfulness  or  vices.  li\it  from  these  evils  we  con- 
lide  in  Him,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  all  our  blessings,  to  preserve  us. 

'•  It  is  the  topic  of  our  weekly  and  daily  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  (iod, 
both  in  public  and  private,  (and  He  knows  with  what  sincerity,)  that  we 
were  ever  conducted,  by  his  Providence,  to  this  shore."     - 

In  September,  1830,  the  citizens  of  .Monrovia  again  assembled  and  in  a 
series  of  resolutions  expressed  their  unabated  attachment  to  the  scheme  of 
African  Colonization  and  their  gratitude  to  its  friends.  Among  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  on  that  occasion  we  find  the  following: 

•'  Whereas,  it  has  been  widely  and  maliciously  circulated  in  the  Unitetl 
States  of  America,  that  liic  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  unhappy  intheir 
situation  and  anxious  to  return,  on  motion  of  jRev.  li.  7?.   ff'ilsoii, 

'•  Jiesolved  that  tliis  report  is  false  and  malicious,  and  originated  in  a 
design  to  injure  tlie  colony,  by  calling  oil"  tiie  support  and  sympathy  of  its 
friends,  that  so  far  from  a  drsii-e  to  relurn,  we  would  regard  such  an  event, 
as  the  greatest  calamity  that  could  i)cfal  us."  , 

In  eviden'cf.',  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  colonists,  wiiii  their  condition, 
ami  of  their  generally  correct  liabils  of  lemperanre,  industry,  g(»od  morals, 
ami  respect  for  the  Salibaih,  and  the  various  duties  of  religion,  we  mijfbt 
.idducc.   testimony    trom    in:i)iv  rcspcctal)lr    witnesses  not   only   i'rrjiii    tins 
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rountry  bu:  from    Cireat  IJrilain.     As  far  back  as  March,  1828,  Captain 
Nicholson  of  the  United  JSlatts  sloop-of-\var  Ontario,  wrote  to  Mr.  Clay  ; 

•'  All  the  colonists  with  whom  I  had  communication,  (and  with  nearly 
the  whole  of  ihem  did  J  communicate  in  person,  or  by  my  otncers,) 
expressed  their  decided  wish  to  remain  in  their  present  situation,  rather 
than  return  aifain  to  the  United  States.  The  appearance  of  all  the  colo- 
nists, those  of  Monrovia  us  well  as  Caldwell,  indicated  more  than  content- 
ment. 'Their  manners  were  those  of  freemen,  who  experienced  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  and  appreciate    the  boon." 

In  similar  statements  Capt.  Sherman  writing  in  lF30,Capt.  Kennedy  of 
the  United  States  Ship  Java,  in  1831,  and  Capt.  Abels,  Capt.  Crowell  and 
Capt.  Page  of  the  United  States  schooner  Boxer,  in  1832,  concur. 

In  October  1831,  the  Rev.  John  Seys  wrote  from  ^Monrovia  to  Gerrir 
Smith,  Esq.: 

"  Here  are  to  be  seen  intelligent,  sensible,  and  in  many  cases  well  edu- 
cated colored  gentlemen,  with  whom  it  is  pleasing  to  converse,  and 
whose  houses  and  families  give  evidence  of  good  order,  morality,  temper- 
ance and  industry.  Here  are  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  who  add  to  all 
this  a  faithtul,  and  zealous  and  untiring  zeal  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ  generally,  and  as  it  should  be,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  their 
respective  denominations. 

"They  have  not  classical  education,  but  who  is  to  be  blamed?  And 
while  they  receive  no  remuneration,  no  salary,  and  are  obliged  to  follow 
a  trade,  to  be  entangled  with  the  alFairs  of  this  life,  to  procure  an  honest 
livelihood,  is  it  not  much  to  their  praise,  that  they  fill  their  appointments, 
and  go  up  the  rivers  and  creeks  at  their  own  expense,  to  teach  their  breth- 
ren and  neighbors  the  way  to  Heaven  ?  There  are  members  of  several 
Christian  churches,  who,  at  the  sound  of  the  church-going  bell,  are  seeri 
on  the  holy  Sabbath,  slowly  and  reverenUy  assembling  in  their  respective 
places  of  worship,  to  adore  their  Creator  and  keep  his  blessed  day.  In 
fact,  the  Sabbath  is  held  sacred  in  Monrovia." 

In  1835,  the  Rev.  B.  R.  Wilson,  (an  intelligent  and  religious  colored 
man  who  after  spending  some  time  in  the  colony  had  returned  for  his 
family)  wrote  for  publication  : 

"The  morals  of  the  colonists  I  regard  as  superior  to  the  same  popula- 
tion in  almost  any  part  of  the  United  States.  A  drunkard  is  a  rare  spec- 
tacle, and  when  exhibited  is  put  under  the  ban  of  public  opinion  at  once. 

"  To  the  praise  of  Liberia,  be  it  spoken,  I  did  not  hear  during  my  residence 
in  it,  a  solitary  oath  uttered  by  a  settler;  this  abominable  practice  has  not 
yet  stained  its  moral  character  and  reputation,  and  heaven  grant  that  it 
never  may." 

Captain  Outerbridge  of  the  brig  Rover,  visited  the  colony  irt  the  sum- 
mer of  1835,  and  August  5th,  wrote  lor  publication  in  the  New  Orleans 
Observer,  of  the  people  of  Monrovia  : 

•'The  inhabitant?:  appear  to  enjoy  \ery  good  health,  and  are  very 
friendly   towards  one  another.     The  people  of  Monrovia   are  all  for  trade 
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and  are  all  vciv  |ii<ius,  and  I  i-aii  say,  to  my  kiiuwhidjio  I  heard  iioi  a  -.viircl 
of  ill-rame  while  Iwas  ali\lonrovia  amoiiij  tliu  Amoricaiii;,  |  cohinisis  ;  J  lor  it 
appoarod  to  mc  tiiat  they  had  left  oil' thai  practice,  as  well  as  diiiilviiiir,  -aiitL 
yoti  will  see  them  all  goinir  to  church  on  Siiiulay  three  times  a  day,  and 
ihey  appear  to  bo  very  strict  in  their  devotions;  as  you  cannot  rret  a  man 
to  woilc  on  Sunday,  not  even  the  natives." 

The  Rev.  G.  W.    McElroy,  on    his  return   froiu    liihoria  in  December, 
1  835,  wrote  :  * 

"  As  to  the  Miorality  of  the  colony,  it  is  in  ireneral  ^ood." 
C'aptain  Wm.  Ilulion,  an  Englishjiiaii,  aiul  ai;onl  of  the  Western  African 
Company  on  a  visit  to  the  colony  in  October,  183(),  after  speakinir  of  the 
advantages  of  the  place,  and  the  frienilly  and  hospitable  manneis  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  of  their  gardens,  which  he  pronounced  in  good  order  and 
well  enclosed,  where  he  had  observed, 

"  Fine  cabiiages,  cucumbers,  parsley,  beans  and  other  vegetables,  as  well 
as  the  most  delicious  fruits,  such  as  pine-apples,  oranges,  grapes,  guavas, 
sousops,  the  African  cherry,  melons,  and  lemons  ;''  he  adds  '•  1  must  also 
do  the  inhabitants  the  justice  to  say,  that  they  are  a  highlv  respectable, 
moral,  intelligent  people." 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  (then  the  late  governor  of  Liberia,)  in  a  speech 
in  New  York,  June  28,  183G,  after  speaking  of  the  destitute  character  of 
emigrants,  (many  of   them  liberated  slaves,)  on  their  arrival,  said, 

'•  Could  they  be  expected  at  once  to  produce  a  great  and  wide  effect  on 
the  native  population  around  ;  yet  they  have  built  them  houses,  and  chur- 
ches, and  school-houses.  To  expect  that  they  should  while  struggling  to 
efTect  this,  open  their  houses  and  lill  them  with  the  children  of  natives,  hire 
teachers  to  instruct  them,  and  ministers  to  preach  to  them,  and  giveaway 
bibles  and  tracts  anionic  them  would  be  a  most  unreasonable  expectation. 
Yet  something  like  this  has  been  done  by  these  poor  colonists.  Thcv 
have  taken  natives  into  their  families,  and  taught  them  the  customs  of  this 
country,  and  they  have  exerted  an  effort  decidedly  beneficial  upon  their 
morals.  I  do  not  say  that  all  the  colonists  are  moral.  Would  to  God 
they  were.  All  the  people  in  New  York  are  not  moral.  IJut  most  of 
these  poor  people  are  moral,  and  what  is  far  better,  they  are  pious  men  and 
women.  They  have  erected  four  houses  for  divine  worship.  They  have 
put  up  500  dwelling  houses,  many  of  them  of  stone.  'J'hey  have  stone 
?tores,  some  of  them  worth  from  two  to  three  thousand  dollars;  besides  a 
court-house  and  jail." 

The  late  lamented  Governor  Buchanan,  in  18;iG,  on  viewing  the  villages 
of  recaptured  Africans,  wrote: 

"  The  air  of  perfect  neatness,  thrift  and  comfort,  which  reign  tlirouirhout, 
afforded  a  lovely  commentary  on  the  advancement  which  those  mtcnst- 
ing  people  have  made  in  civilization  and  ('hristian  order,  under  tlio  pa- 
tronage of  the  Colonization  Society.  Imagine  to  yourself  a  level  plain  of 
some  two  or  three  hundred  acrrs,  laid  olV  into  square  blocks  u  ith  .«trrci< 
mtersecting   each  other  at  right  angles,  a:v   smooth   and  clean  as  the  brsl 
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swept  side-walk  ii»  Philadelphia,  and  lined  with  wcllpiaiitod  hedges  of 
rassada  and  palm — Houses  surrounded  with  i^iirdens  luxuriant  with  fruit 
and  veffflahles — a  school-house  full  of  orderly  children  neatly  dressed  and 
studiously  engaged — and  then  say  whether  1  was  guilty  of  extravagance 
in  exclaiming,  as  1  ilid,  alter  surveying  this  most  lovely  scene,  that  had 
the  Colonization  Society  accomplished  nothing  morct  than  had  been  done  in 
the  rescue  from  slavery  and  savage  liabits  of  these  three  hundred  people,  I 
should  he  -veil  satisfied."  Of  his  general  impressions  he  says  ;  "  were  I  lo 
obey  the  impulse  of  feeling,  1  fear  you  would  place  me  among  the  list  of 
eulogists  whose  exaggerated  descriptions  liave  dune  little  less  injury  to 
the  interests  of  liiberia,  than  her  most  ignorant  revilers.  But  after  all  the 
curbing  1  have  imposed  tipon  my  colonization  enthusiasm,  and  the  deter- 
mination to  look,  at  things  on  the  dark  side  as  well  as  on  the  bright, 
liiberia  far  exceeds  in  almost  every  respect,  all  that  I  have  ever  imagined 
of  her." 

In   1828  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Skinner,  for  a  time  Governor  of  the  colony,  said  • 

"  Of  the  colonists  a  large  portion  are  professors  of  religion.  In  the 
settlement  of  New  Georgia,  which  is  composed  of  native  Africans  who  had 
been  in  America  but  four  months,  of  375  there  are  167  members  of  the 
church.  Dr.  Skinner  said  that  in  his  residence  of  fourteen  months  in 
Liberia,  he  had  seen  and  heard  of  only  two  intemperate  persons,  and 
had  heard  only  one  profane  oath.  In  regard  to  the  charge  of  bitter 
prejudice  against  the  white  man,  among  the  colonists,  he  said  that  the 
whites  are  treated  with  respect  in  Liberia,  when  they  treat  the  inhabitants 
with  respect." 

In  1838  Dr.  Goheen,  who  was  never  connected  with  the  Colonization 
Society,  but  with  the  Methodist  mission,  wrote  : 

"The  people  are  industrious  and  persevering  in  tlieir  attempts  to  gain 
a  comfortable  livelihood,  temperate  and  economical  in  their  habits,  and 
appear  to  be  really  enjoying  life. 

"  I  have  inquired  diligently,  and  1  have  yet  tlie  first  man  to  find  who 
would  leave  Liberia  for  a  residence  in  America  on  any  terms." 

Dr.  James  Lawrence  Day,  colonial  physician,  writes  in  Feb.,  1841  : 

"  I  have  before  expressed  to  you  my  very  agreeable  surprise  at  finding 
the  colony  such  as  it  is — embracing  so  many  flourishing  settlements,  and 
having  a  people  among  whom  you  can  recognize  scarce  a  lineament  of  the 
American  slave.  Men  here,  are  men,  as  you  find  them  in  other  commu- 
nities, showing  as  they  do  a  proper  respect  for  themselves  and  you  ;  you 
cannot  remember  your  former  prejudices,  however  strong  they  may  have 
been,  but  meet  them  at  once,  williout  a  reflection,  on  terms  of  perfect 
equality." 

A  distinguished  English  oflif-er,  who  had  l)een  three  years  on  the  African 
coast,  speaking  of  the  people  of  Liberia  in  1832,  observes  : 

"  The  character  of  tliese  industrious  colonists  is  exceedingly  correct  and 
moral ;  their  minds  strongly  impressed  with  religious  feelings  ;  their  man- 
ners serious  and  decorous  ,  and  their  domestic  habits  remarkably  neat  and 
coraforlable." 
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laeiu.  Colonel  11  Duiulas  Cumpbell  .•';uil  hrlorf  aii  auditncu  in  l.oiuloii, 
in  January,  1841 , 

•'  Tlmt,  (luriiiif  the  ihren  years  lie  hail  iu-cii  Governor  of  Sierrn 
fiPono,  he  had  iVequeiil  opporUmilifs  ol"  ohscrviiiir  persons  from  llu; 
colony  of  [abcria,  and  ho  had  always  found  iheni  very  superior  in  intellect, 
besides  being  excellent  mechanics,  and  generally  very  moral  and  well-con- 
iliicted.  In  fact,  he  would  candidly  say  that  no  persons  in  his  own  colony 
equaled  them.  From  his  knowledge  of  the  interior  of  Africa,  lie  took 
upon  himself  to  say,  that  it  was  by  the  establishment  of  such  colonies  as 
Liberia  that  civilization  would  be  eflecled  there." 

Capt.  StoU  of  the  British  navy,  who  visited  the  colony  in  1840,  says  : 

"  The  colonists  with  few  exceptions,  are  all  members  of  churches,  and 
I  can  safely  certify,  that  a  more  orderly  set  of  people  I  have  never  met 
with.  I  did  not  hear  an  improper  or  profane  expression  during  my  visit. 
Spirits  are  excluded  in  most  if  not  all  the  settlements.  They  have  formed 
themselves  into  various  societies,  such  as  agricultural,  botanical,  mechani- 
cal, for  promoting  Christian  knowledge,  also  a  ladies'  society  for  clothing 
the  poor.  I  went  there  unbiassed,  and  left  it  with  a  conviction  that  colo- 
nies on  the  principle  of  Liberia  ought  to  be  established  as  soon  as  possible, 
if  we  wish  to  serve  Africa." 

Finally  we  conclude  this  mass  of  testimony  with  that  of  Dr.  James 
Hall,  who  long  resided  in  Liberia,  and  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
all  the  setdements  of  the  colony,  for  the  past  eleven  years,  and  whose  per- 
fect candour  and  integrity,  accuracy  of  observation,  and  remarkable  sa- 
gacity and  soundness  of  judgment,  are  admitted  by  all  who  know  him. 

'■  The  Liberians,  says  Dr.  Hall,  have  shown  a  capacity  for  maintaining  a 
free  and  independent  government,  a  capacity  and  disposition  for  a  fair  de- 
gree of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement.  The  soil  of  Liberia  is  one 
of  the  most  productive  in  the  world,  and  capable  of  yielding  all  the 
varieties  of  vegetables,  and  all  the  staple  commodities  of  the  tropics.  The 
climate  of  Africa  is  one  that  will  prove  as  favorable  to  the  American  emi- 
grant, as  does  the  climate  of  the  Western  States  to  the  New  l^glander. 
In  fine,  all  that  i.s  necessary  to  favor  and  perpetuate  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
an  independent  Christian  government,  i.s  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
fiehct  emigrants,  an  increase  for  a  certain  period,  of  the  appropriation  to 
each  individual  on  his  arrival,  and  a  general  protection  from  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country." 

If,  then,  upon  this  concurrent  testimony  from  colonists  themselves,  from 
free  colored  men,  who  nfier  careful  personal  examination  of  the  soil  and 
settlements  of  Liberia,  have  removed  thither  with  their  tamilies;  from  cap- 
tains of  merchant  vessels,  American  and  English  ;  from  missionaries  ;  from 
those  who  have  retired  from  olllccs  of  responsibility  in  the  colony ; 
from  intelligent  and  distinguished  naval  ofilcers  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  and  from  the  late  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  a)iy  rclianc-c  can 
bfi  pl;ir-p(l,  it  is  inipossible  to  doubt  that  ilic  foundations  of  h  frci'  Chrisiian 
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commonwealth  are  well  laid  in  Africa,  aiul  ilial  the  pracucaljilily  of  Afri- 
can colonization,  to  an  imlelinite  extent,  is  demonstrated,  ll  is  for  the 
fiiends  of  God  and  n>an  m  this  country  to  consider  how  colonics  so  well 
organized,  so  beneficent  as  far  as  their  power  and  influence  extend,  so 
admirably  designed  and  situated  for  progress,  and  (if  duly  jruarded  and  fos- 
tered,) to  dispense  rich  blessings  to  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  shall  be  sustain- 
ed, and  rendered  eliectual  means  of  relieviiv'-  I'lc  mi-^rrifp  and  axaltin;^  the 
character  and  destiny  of  the  African  race. 

While  human  nature  continues  fallible,  r.o  plan  of  good,  even  the  most 
wise  and  least  objectionable,  can  be  executed  without  the  liability  to  error, 
and  the  imperfection  inseparable  from  all  the  works  of  man.  We  must  be 
willing  to  labor  in  the  twilight  of  our  knowledge,  and  to  have  our  best  ef- 
forts often  disturbed  and  counteracted  by  the  iniirniities,  the  prejudices, 
and  the  passions  of  mankind.  To  escape  the  efiects  of  ignorance,  mistake 
and  perverseness,  w-e  must  needs  go  out  of  the  world.  With  multitudes, 
popular  opinion,  (however  absurcd,)  has  the  force  of  law,  and  ridicule  is 
the  test  of  trnth.  A  word  of  contempt,  a  shadowy  and  uncertain  rumor, 
will  shake  the  faith  of  some  in  a  cause,  the  merits  of  which  all  history  il- 
lustrates and  all  sound  argument  confirms.  In  view  of  the  evidence  we 
have  here  exhibited  of  the  condition,  character  and  importance  of  the  colony 
of  Liberia,  we  call  upon  all  the  editors,  clergy,  statesmen  and  Christians 
of  the  country  to  awake  and  arise  with  united  energies  and  build  it  up,  as 
a  regenerating  power  to  Africa  and  an  everlasting  monument  to  the  praise 
of  our  philanthropy  and  religion.  Why  this  silence,  doubt,  apathy? 
Why  slumber  the  churches  as  though  no  knell  sounded,  appallingly,  from 
Africa  over  the  perishing  and  the  lost  ?  Why  sleeps  this  whole  nation  as 
deaf  to  the  majestic  voice  of  Providence,  speaking  not  less  audibly  than 
when  it  summoned  the  hosts  of  Israel  to  go  forward  ?  Why  hesitate  our 
statesmen  in  their  places  of  honor  and  responsibility  to  propose  and  advo- 
cate measures  in  support  of  this  scheme,  so  closely  connected  with  the  per- 
manency and  glory  of  our  Union  and  the  best  interests  of  the  two  most 
numerous  races  encompassed  by  its  limits  ?  Will  delay  diminish  the 
evils  to  be  remedied,  the  difnculties  to  be  overcome,  or  the  expenditures 
to  be  made  ?  Shall  we  indolently  resign  all  the  honors  and  rewards  of  the 
enterprise  to  our  successors,  and  invite  by  our  deeds  of  compassion,  no 
redeemed  children  of  Africa  to  come  as  pilgrims  and  scatter  their  fragrant 
ilowers,  and  shed  their  grateful  tears  upon  our  graves  ? 

What  should  be  done  to  unite  in  more  energetic  measures  the  friends  of 
the  cause,  and  increase  the  funds  of  the  Society,  to  strengthen  (if  it 
has  been  weakened,)  the  confidence  of  all  the  friends  of  missions 
in  the  scheme;  to  obtain  efl'icient  aid  from  the  States,  and  the  General  Go- 
vernment: to  secure  a  recognition  of  the  neutrality,  if  not  independence  of 
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the  colonv  110111  KiiglaiiJ  ami  oilier  gov  iMUUieats,  are  siibjccl'i  wliidi  mav 
well  deserve  llie  consiileration  of  the  I5oaril  of  Directors. 

In  the  fulfillment  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  witii  I-^ntrjand,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  slave-trade,  it  will  be  easy  for  the  government,  throiis^h  its  squad- 
ron on  the  African  coast,  to  extend  adequate  protection  to  our  African  scltk- 
ments.  and  should  a  commissioner  or  commercial  agent  be  appointed,  by 
negotiation  with  many  African  tribes,  to  increase  immensely  the  advantages 
ofour  own  commerce,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  the  interests  and  extend 
the  influence  of  Liberia.  But  we  cherish  higher  hopes.  We  know  of  noth- 
ing in  the  constitution,  or  in  reason,  to  prevent  a  direct  appropriation  of 
I'unds  by  the  government,  to  enlarge  the  Liberian  territory,  or  assist  emigra- 
tion to  the  colony.  As  a  powerful,  the  most  powerful  auxiliary,  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  increase  of  our  lawful  commerce  on  th.e 
African  coast ;  it  presents  a  just  claim  lo  our  fostering  care,  as  a  means  to 
those  great  ends.  If  both  those  great  ends  can  be  attained,  most  certainly 
and  eflectually  and  economically,  by  enlarging  the  extent  and  authority 
and  population  of  Liberia,  why  should  not  direct  appropriations  be 
made  for  this  purpose?  At  all  events,  every  thoughtful  man  will  ad- 
mit, that  if  our  African  settlements  are  contributing,  and  in  no  small  de- 
gree, to  the  suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  to  the  encouragement, 
security  and  increase  of  American  commerce,  the  great  objects  for  which, 
at  heavy  expense,  we.  maintain  a  squadron  on  that  coast,  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  such  squadron  should  ailbrd  protection  to  such  settlements, 
and  co-operate  in  the  well  directed  enterprises  of  their  citizens  to  extend 
the  influence  of  their  principles  and  authority. 

We  conclude  this  article  with  the  following  remarks  from  an  eminent 
friend  of  the  Society  in  liOndon,  to  whose  Zealand  calm  but  efl'ective  rea- 
sonings and  appeals,  not  only  the  Africans,  but  many  other  portions  of  our 
afllictcd  race  are  deeply  indelited. 

London,  12mo..  4th,  1843. 

•'  From  the  African  Repository  which  I  now  receive,  though  not  alvvay.-- 
in  due  course,  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  colonv  of  Liberia  appears  to  be 
in  as  flourishing  a  state  as  in  any  period  of  its  history.  I  shall  be  particu- 
larly solicitous  to  know  how  the  late  slaves  of  .John  iMcDonogli  succeed 
in  their  new  situation,  as  they  seem  to  have  been  the  most  promising  body 
of  emigrants  who  have  yet  gone  out. 

'•I  need  not  tell  tiiee  that  I  am  a  cordial  friend  to  the  colony  of  Liberia, 
and  to,  the  principle  of  colonizing  with  their  own  consent  free  colored 
people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  thou  art  aware  that  I  have  long  been  at- 
tached to  the  cause,  to  which  I  have  devoted  consideral)le  time,  much  anx- 
ious ihougrht,  and  for  my  small  means,  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  'Die 
attacks  of  its  enemies  and  the  obloquv  which  I  have  myself  been  exposed 
to,  on  it.s  account,  instead  of  .shaking  mv  opinions,  have  even  ronfirmed 
mv  conviclion.s  in  its  favor.     But  I  observe  in  the  columns  of  the 
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funenry   oiveii    in    slaieiiuiil^    so    inluiiuaii,    siidi  palpable  perversion  ol" 
leasoning  from   slalislics,   lluit   i    have  I'ell  iloubiliil  wlieilier  1  could  con- 
sciunliously    letniu    an    osUnisible    connexion   willi  a  body,  ol"  wliicli  that 
paper  is  tlie  organ.      I  observe,  moreover,  such  reiterated  nianifes-tations  of 
captious  iiostiiily  to  Enffland,  that  allhougli  1  uni  by  no  means  blind  to  her 
manv  I'auUs,  1  must  enter  my  protest  ajjuinstsuch  articles,  or  withdraw 
from  a  society  which,  prolV'Hsinjr  irood  will  to  men,  does  not  refuse  to  sow 
ihe  seeds  of  discord  between  nations.     I  allude  lo  articles  having  titles  to 
ihe  following  elVeel :     "  Aggressions  of  Kngland,"' and  containing  in  them- 
selves not  the   proposal  of  any  remedy  for  the  evils,  if  they  really  exist, 
but  the  kiiidlinii-  of  hostile  feelings  or  tlie  fani\ing  of  the  flame,  if  it  alrea'iy 
Inirns.     1  lament  as  sincerely  as  any  colon'zalionisl  can  do,  that  the  colony 
ol  Liberia,  does  not  receive  the  cordial  countenance  ant!  support  of  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  England,  and  I  lament  also  that  in  the  place  of 
these,  anv  unfriendly  occurrences  should  take  place.     It  ought,  however, 
lo  he  borne  in  mind,  that  accidental  ami  individual  misunderstandings  may 
take  place,  which  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  national.     It  also  ought  to 
be  remembered  that  the  present  stale  of  the  coast  of  Africa  is  very  peculiar. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  the  especial  scene  of  ihose'outrages  of  humanity  and 
th.^  laws,  which  tJie  police  of  diderenl  nations  is  engaged  in  hunting  out 
and  punishing,  and  the  innocent  when  in  suspicions  situations,  must  una- 
voidably be  at  limes  exposed,  to  be  inconveniently  overhauled  and  ques- 
tioned.    If  in  doing  this,  the  pollco  misbehaves  itself,  there  is  a  legitimate 
channel  througli  which    (-omplainl   can    be    made,    and   redress    sought. 
'I'hese  very  occasions,  disagreeable  as  they  must  be  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned might,  if  properly  treated,  be  made  the  means  of  publishing  to  the 
world   the  real  meiils  of  the  colony  and  its  friend?.     Tlie  other  cause  of 
grievance  appears  to  be  the  conduct  of  British  traders  on  the  coast  of  the 
colony,  and  here  1  must  say,'  that  tlioujih  I  believe  some  captains  may  have 
been  in  fault,  tmd  kmiw  that  the  employers  of  one  of  them   freely  admit 
this  to  have  been  the  case,  yet  on  the  main  question  the  colony  has  itself 
to  blame.     It  has  clone  nothing  to  render  its  existence  officially  recognised 
in   ihis  country,   still  less   to  have  t!ic  limits  of  its  jurisdiction    acknow- 
ledged.    Consequently,  though  it  is  shown  by    repeated  Liberian  testi- 
nM)ny,  that  when  British  government  vessels  have  gone  to  a  Liberian  port, 
mutual   got)d  feelino-  has   prevailed   which    has  rendered    their    presence 
rather  acceptable  than  otherwise,  and  though  this  has  also  been  the  case 
with  some  of  our  trading  vessels,  a  trap  seems  laid  for  misunderstanding 
with  respect  lo  others.     These  traders  have,  from  time  immeniurial,  been 
in  the  habit  of  trading  goods  with  the  native  chiefs,  and  no  traders  of 
this  description  are  more  luimerous  oi    more  successful  tlian  your  own 
American  captains.     The  British  captain  now,  however,  goes  to  a  spot 
which  iie  has  been'  accustomed  to  visit,  commences  his  trade   with   the 
natives,  when  an  American  comes  along,   warns  him  oil"  and  seizes  his 
pn)p§rly,  telling  him  ihal  he  is  eng-ag*-'''   '"  '-^  contraband  trade  on  a  pro- 
liibiled  part  t>f  the  coast.     'I'he  trader  proceeds  lo  make  his  complaint  to 
some   Brilish  naval  officer,  perhaps  a  midshiijman  or  junior  lieutenant  of 
some  man-of-war's  boat,   who  finding  that  the  obstrnction  has  been  made 
im  no  KnMwh,  Dutch,  rortuguese  or  Danish  part  of  the  coast,  and  knowing 
that  the   Amercan   (iovernmenl  holds  none,  regards  the  Iransaelion  as  a 
violation  of  (he  riirhts  of  his  citnnliymen  which  he  is  there  lo  sec  respected 
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The  slops  wlucli  IdIIdw  iiv.iy  Ix'  very  ladiscim  anil  l)l;unal)U',  but  tlicy 
arc  llie  aiUs  of  an  indiviilual,  of  a  class  not  always  llio  most  discrccl,  pro- 
cct'ilinij:  i'roni  a  palpable  clelect  whicli  the  colony  or  the  United  Stales  (lov- 
ernnient  shoultl  supply.  I  have  myself  written  to  your  excellent  minister 
at  the  Uritish  court  and  I  have  his  written  answer  that  he  could  not  take 
up  the  matter  in  his  olUcial  capacity,  but  that  he  would  menlior.  it  i)ri- 
vaiolv  to  one  of  the  Queen's  ministers.'  I  thiidc  Edward  Everett  was 
perfectly  correct,  but  what  can  such  private  statements  do  against  ofhcial 
complaints  rejjularly  presented.  I  likewise  saw  a  tory  member  of  the 
Committee,  Sir  T.  D.  Acklaiul,  who  listened  most  kindly  to  my  state- 
ments and  presented  the  documents  which  1  produced,  Mhich  has  led  to 
their  beinsj  printed  and  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee. 
Ail  this  can  only  inllucnre  the  private  opinion  of  a  few  individuals  so  long 
as  no  steps  are  taken  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  Liberia  as  independent, 
or  as  a  dependency  of  the  United  States.  Our  British  Government  will 
not  take  the  first  step  in  either  mode  of  recognition.  It  does  not  even 
readily  recognize  die  new  colonies  formed  by  its  own  subjects.  Tlie 
plain  and  reasonable  course  to  be  pursued  is  lor  Liberia  to  send  a  deputa- 
tion to  make  the  demand  in  form,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  such  ex- 
planations as  will  be  required,  before  the  request  will  be  acceeded  to. 
Thou  must  well  remember  the  practical  dilliculty  with  which  thy  own 
personal  application  was  met  because  made  on  behalf  of  a  society  and  not 
on  behalf  either  of  the  United  States  or  the  Liberian  Government.  I 
have  for  )*ears  endeavored  to  urge  the  adoption  of  this  onl}^  straight 
course,  and  would  exert  myself  to  facilitate  the  steps  which  might  be  re- 
quired, yet  nothinu  of  the  kind  is  attempted,  whilst  the  evils  continue  to 
be  repeated  and  allowed  to  be  the  subject  of  com[)laints  put  forth  in  a 
spirit  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  engender  those  bad  feelings  between  Ame- 
ricans, English,  and  liiberians,  which  the  friends  to  each,  and  to  humanity 
generally,  cannot  fail  to  deplore." 


A    SLAVE    FACTORY 


•'  From  the  missionary  station,  lately  coininenced  by  the  Board,  on  the  Gaboon 
river,  Rlr.  Wilson  has  made  several  exploring  tours,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  character  and  condition  of  the  surroundin<i  population.  On  one  of  tiiesc  ex- 
cursions, made  in  July,  1842,  he  visited  King  William's  town,  which  is  situated  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  not  far  from  its  mouth.  Havin;;^  previously  learned  that 
there  was  a  slave  factory  in  the  place,  humanity  as  well  as  curiosity,  prompted  him  to 
inspect  its  interior.  He  was  infoimed  by  Kin^  William  that  permission  must  be  ob- 
tained from  the  owner,  a  Spaniard,  who  resided  in  the  villa£;e.  Accordin-^ly  he  was 
conducted  to  the  abode  of  this  individual,  of  whom  tl'.e  following   description  is  given  ; 

The  Ow.ner. — We  found  him  as  pitiable  an  object,  if  the  tliinoj  could  be  possible, 
a.s  the  most  miserable  of  his  slaves.  He  was  in  a  small  room  or  tent  fornie(l  of  mats, 
lying  on  a  cot,  and  covered  from  head  to  foot  wit.li  a  loathsome  cutaneous  eruption, 
known  in  this  countiy  by  the  name  of  craw-craw.  He  could  speak  neither  Knglish 
nor  French  ;  our  conversation,  therefore,  was  conducted  by  means  of  an  inter])reter. 
His  first  and  last  inquiries,  as  was  very  natural,  pertained  to  men-oC-war — how  many, 
when,  and  where  we  l)ad  seen  them.  Some  ol'  our  party  were  disposed  to  prophecy 
smooth  things ;  but  while  I  had  no  desire  to  see  him  more  miserable,  I  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  allay  his  apprehensions  by  any  false  hopes.  He  told  us  Ik  had  taken  four  cargoes 
of  slaves  Irom  the  coast,  had  been  captured  twice,  but  nevertheless,  hail  reali/.ed  a 
fortune  of  sixty  to  eighty  thousand  dollars.  He  said,  also,  if  he  could  carry  the  slaves 
he  then  had  to  H.ivaiia,  in  "iafety,  h<-  would  abandon  the  tralfie  ;  ami  lie  seemed  to  ar- 
lotrale  to  himself  no  little  credit  for  tins  virtuous  intention. 
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'I'ho  owMcT  readily  assciilfd  to  tlie  request  ol'  Mr.  Wilson,  aini  sent  one  of  liis  young 
luen  to  siiuw  tlie  inclosurc  in  which  his  victims  were  confined.  'J'lie  position  and  in- 
ternal niraiij^emenls  of  the  lactoiy  were  as  follows  ; 

TiiF.  I!ap.u.\coon. — This  is  situated  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  town,  lo  give  the 
owner  an  opportunity  of  secreting  his  slaves  in  an  adjoinins;  forest,  in  case  of  a  sur- 
)>rise  by  a  nianol-war.  It  is  an  inclosure  of  one  acre  or  more,  one  side  of  which  is 
formed  by  a  suh.stantiul  biunboo  house,  perhaj)s  two  hundred  feet  lone;  and  eighty  wide  ; 
l!iis  is  the  .>ileepin;j  aj)artnient  of  the  slaves.  The  adjoining;  side  is  formed  by  a  shade 
olsiniilar  dimensions,  tht!  two  ends  and  inner  side  of  which  are  opep  ;  this  serves  as  a 
place  of  rend.^zvous  during  the  day.  The  remaining  two  sides  are  Ibrined  by  a  double 
palisade,  which  nli^'ht  be  easily  forced  by  the  occupants,  if  they  were  not  lettered  and 
j^uardcd  day  and  night. 

When  the  missioaary  lands  rpon  the  "Western  coast  of  Africa,  he  finds  that  nominal 
Christians  liave  been  there  for  centuries.  Eut  in  what  capacity,  for  what  purpose  have 
they  gone  there  ?  How  much  have  they  done  to  open  the  wa\' lor  missionary  effort  ? 
What  have  the}'  e/fccted  in  preparing  the  African  mind  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ  ?  The 
subjoined  extract  will  throw  some  light  upon  this  inquiiy  : 

Terrok  of  the  Slaves. — On  our  arrival  at  the  gate  the  slaves  were  all  talking, 
and  making  a  loud  and  confused  noise,  not  unlike  that  w  hich  is  heard  on  entering  a 
large  managerie.  But  when  the  gate  was  opened,  and  we  entered,  the  mcst  profound 
silence  ensutd ;  as  we  approached  them  it  becaraa  the  silence  of  the  grave.  Every 
rye  was  fixed  upon  us.  What  were  tiieir  feelings  and  thoughts  none,  of  course,  can 
tell,  except  so  far  as  the  operations  of  the  mind  might  be  interred  from  the  expression 
of  the  countenance.  IMany  of  them  had  never  seen  a  white  man  before,  except  the 
one  who  had  bought  them,  and  some  had  not  even  seen  him.  Most  of  them  had 
imagined  that  they  were  to  be  devoured  by  the  whites.  They  suppose  that  the  kind- 
ness which  is  shown  them  in  the  barracoon  is  prompted  by  the  same  feeling  which 
fatt'^ns  the  ox  for  the  slaughter.  When  we  entered  many  may  have  thought  that  a  victim 
was  to  be  selected,  or  that  the  lime  of  their  embarkation  was  at  hand  ;  and  in  that 
very  moment  they  may  have  yielded  up  the  last  lingering  hope  of  beiftg  restored  to 
their  kindred  and  their  homes. 

The  appearance  of  these  miserable  beings,  together  with  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions which  they  suffer,  may  be  inferred  from  that  part  of  the  narrative  which  follows  : 

General  Appearaxce. — Among  the  slaves  were  persons  of  both  sexes,  from  five 
to  forty  3"ears  cf  age.  Some  of  them  were  smoking,  and  I  was  told  that  they  had  a  small 
allowance  of  tobacco.  Not  one  of  the  number,  of  whatever  age  or  sex,  had  any 
covering.  A  few  of  them  appeared  to  be  light-heaited  and  frivolous,  iff  despite  of 
their  chains  ;  the  countenances  of  others  showed  that  tliej'  were  sunk  almost  to  a  state 
of  idiocy.    But  most  of  them  appeared  thoughtful,  pensive,  and  melancholy. 

Condition  duri.ng  the  Day. — With  the  exception  of  twenty  or  thirty  invalids, 
all  were  seated  on  logs  laid  lengthwise,  and  about  three  feet  apart,  under  the  open 
shade  already  mentioned.  Most  of  the  men  were  fastened  two  and  two,  one  ankle  of 
each  being  fettered  ;  in  moving  about,  which  was  apparently  done  with  pain  and  diffi- 
cult}', eacli  rested  one  arm  on  the  shoulder  of  the  other.  The  women,  girls,  and  h'Slf- 
grown  boys  were  made  secure  "by  a  brass  ring  encircling  the  neck,  through  which  a 
chain  passed,  grouping  them  together  in  companies  of  forty  or  fifty  each.  Boys  and 
girls  under  ten  years  of  age  were  left  unshackled. 

Arrangements  for  the  Night. — The  bamboo  house,  used  as  a  sleeping  apart- 
ment, has  three  parallel  platforms,  six  feet  wide,  about  one  foot  above  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  and  running  the  whole  length  of  the  stiucture.  These  platibrms  are 
covered  with  bamboo  mais  ;  on  these  the  slaves  lodge,  without  any  covering  to  protect 
their  naked  botlies  from  the  cold  or  musquitoes,  both  of  which  are  nearly  intoleiable  to 
persons  in  their  situation  at  this  season  oithe  year. 

The  following  extract  will  be  read  with  deep  emotion : 

A  Group  of  Mothers. — There  was  one  company  which  particularly  arrested  my 
attention — allected  mj'  heart.  It  was  made  up  of  inotheis  who  had  recently  been  be- 
reft of  their  children.  How  they  came  to  be  chained  together  I  cannot  tell,  unless 
their  keepers,  yielding  to  what  they  deemed  an  innocent  and  harmless  desire,  allowed 
them  to  be  drawn  together  by  their  sympatliics  and  sorrows. 

Their  owner  knew,  perhaps,  what  had  become  of  their  children,  but  he  was  unaf- 
fected by  the  reminiscence.  Not  so  with  them.  Their  countenances  indicated  an  in- 
tensity of  anguish  which  cannot  be  described.  Though  heathen  mothers,  a  flame  had 
been  kindled  in  their  hearls  which  no  calamity  could  extinguish. 
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When  iiifiuits  are  l>orn  in  the  barracoon.  or  when  (hey  are  broiiujlil  thr n'  wilh  ihcir 
mothers — because  it  is  inconvenient  to  keep  them  in  the  i'actory,  and  ainuist  iiti]ii  ssiblc 
to  carry  tlieni  across  the  ocean — tliey  are  subjertetl  to  a  premature  ami  violent  death 
I  speak  advisedly,  when  I  aflirm  tliat  (his  is  a  common  occnrrcMicc  in  the  operations  of 
the  slave-trade  ;  and  it  was  in'this  way,  I  was  credibly  inl'ornieil,  that  tliese  sorrowin;^ 
females  had  been  sundered  iroin  their  od'sprinuj. 

The  practice,  then,  of  immolatim:;  infants  is  common  in  Western  Africa;  not  that 
the  natives  are  guilty  of  such  cruelty,  for  they  resjard  the  deed  v\ith  horror,  and  their 
idolatry,  however  blind  and  superstitious,  has  never  reached  this  climax  of  cold-blooiled 
'lepravity.  It  is  the  custom  ot  white  men,  the  nominal  repi-esentatives  of  Christianity, 
begun  and  continued  purely  to  gratify  an  insatiable  avarice. 

Having  carefully  surveyed  this  picture  of  destitution  and  wretchedness,  and  having 
sulfered  his  imagination  to  run  forward  to  the  great  horrors  of  the  middle-passage,  it 
was  not  strange" that  Mr.  Wilson  should  close  his  description  by  saying,  "  I  lelt  the 
barracoon  witti  my  curiosity  amply  satisfied,  and  with  emotions  which  will  never  allow 
Eie  to  visit  another." 

Those  who  iiave  read  the  foregoing  extracts  will  doubtless  -be  pleased  to  receive 
further  information  respecting  the  history  of  this  slave-factory.  In  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, H.  B.  M.  brig  Rapid  entered  the  Gaboon,  with  the  intention  of  surprizing  the 
factory  ;  but  in  consequence  of  a  mistake  as  to  its  position,  the  slaves  were  secreted 
before  the  force  could  bo  landed.  The  following  incident,  almost  too  horrible  to  be  de- 
scribed, is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  more  full}'  the  character  of  a  traltic, 
which,  in  every  aspect  of  it,  is  evil,  and  only  evil : 

An  Execution. — Soon  after  the  attempt  of  the  Rapid  to  surprize  the  factory,  a 
large  number  of  slaves — between  two  and  three  hundred — broke  their  chains  and 
escaped  from  the  barracoon.  Most  of  then)  were  subsequently  apprehended  and  re- 
turned. The  owner,  having  discovered  the  two  leaders,  determined  to  punish  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  intimidate  the  others  from  making  a  similar  attempt.  As  soon  a.<» 
they  had  been  fastened,  with  their  hands  behind  them  to  two  of  the  front  posts  of  the 
shade,  the  rest  were  assembled  to  behold  the  bloody  spectacle  about  to  be  exhibited. 
The  Spaniard,  in  the  presence  of  his  victims,  put  a  double  charge  into  his  gun,  and 
then  placing  it  within  two  feet  of  the  breast  of  one  of  them,  discharged  the  contents 
into  his  heart.  The  licad  of  the  poor  creature  dropped,  the  blood  gushed  forth  in  a 
torrent,  and  so  he  died.  This,  one  would  have  thought,  was  enough  to  glut  the  ven- 
geance of  a  fiend;  but  it  was  insufficient  to  satisf3r  the  merciless  Spaniard.  He  reload- 
ed and  discharged  his  gun  several  times  into  the  bleeding  corpse,  before  he  began  his 
work  of  death  upon  the  other,  whom  at  length  he  dispatched  in  a  similar  manner.  The 
bodies  remained  suspended  to  the  posts,  where  the  execution  had  taken  place,  during 
the  whole  day. 

In  less  than  ten  days  after  this  tragedy,  another  attempt  was  made  to  escape  from 
the  barracoon  ;  and  two  others  underwent  Uie  same  penalty. — From  the  Day  Spring;, 


From  the  Verinont  Chronicle. 

VERMONT    COLONIZATION    SOCIETY. 

We  have  waited  till  the  last  honr  for  the  communication  that  Mr.  Constantino  wa.i 

requested  to  send  us.     We  now  conclude  it  will  not  be  sent  at  all ;  and  therefore  make 

use  of  the  sketch  of  his  remarks  furnished  by   our  correspondent.     In  regard  to  it,  our 

Boston  correspondent  says  : — 

"  I  hope  you  will  publish  Mr.  Constantine's  statement  about  Libi^ria.  I  presuifec 
he  gives  a  very  fair  view  of  the  Colony  as  it  apjiears  to  a  New  England  Missionary 
whose  health  is  so  bad,  and  so  hopelessly  bad,  that  he  cannot  live  there,  and  who,  very 
naturally,  becomes  a  little  homesick.  I  happen  to  know,  that,  w4icn  he  arrived  in 
Boston,  in  June,  1842,  he  biought — or  the  ship  that  he  came  in  brought — letters  from 
one  of  his  fellow  laborers,  who  enjoyed  tolerable  health,  and  who  gave  a  n.ucli  nior.- 
cheering  account  of  affairs.     This  fact  ought  to  go  with  his  statement." 

For  the  Vermont  Chronicle. 

COLONIZATION    SOCIETY. 


The  twenty-fourth  Anniversary  of  the  Vermont   Colonization  Society  w 
the  Brick    Church,  in   this  village,  on  Thursday   oveuing,  October    inili. 


held  in 
The  Hon. 
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Israel  V.  Dana,  PresiduMt  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair,  at  7  o'clock.  The  meetinij 
was  opened  with  appro))riate  music  from  llie  choir.  Daniel  Baldwin,  Esq.,  Treasur- 
er, presented  his  report,  iVuin  which,  and  the  accompanying  statements,  it  appeared 
that  about  :ii650  have  been  raised  in  Vermont  during  the  last  year  for  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  and  this  without  the  employment  of  an  agent.  The  Secretary, 
the  Rev.  J.  K.  Conv'erse,  ol  Hurlington,  then  read  an  abstract  from  the  Annual  Report, 
showing  what  has  been  done  by  the  Society  the  last  year;  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
doings  of  the  Parent  Board  in  sending  out  emigrants,  purchasing  territory,  &.c.  The 
report  contained  an  array  of  incoutestible  facts  trom  Gov.  Roberts,  from  colonists, 
from  missionaries  and  naval  officers,  illustrating  the  generally  good  condition  and  pro- 
gress of  the  colonists. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Campbell,  of  Newbury,  then  led  in  prayer;  after  which,  the 
Rev.  W,  Mitchell  addressed  the  audience  in  an  appropriate  discourse  on  the  history  of 
slavery  and  its  remedy.     It  is  expected  that  the  discouise  will  be  published. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  address,  notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  a 
Mr.  Constantine,  lately  a  Baptist  Missionary  at  Edina,  in  Africa,  was  called  on  to 
make  some  remarks..  It  was  known  that  Mr.  Constantine  was  not  friendly  to  Coloni- 
zation, that  he  was  a  zealous  abolitionist,  in  the  technical  sense,  both  belbre  he  went 
to  .\frica,  and  since  his  return,  and  that  he  had  been  acting,  during  the  day,  with  the 
Liberty  Party  Convention,  in  the  Free  Church.  Still,  we  all  wished  to  hear  what 
Brother  Constantine  could  say  ;  having  no  fear  that  the  principles  on  which  the  scheme 
of  Colonization  is  based,  or  the  facts  by  which  it  is  made  to  commend  itself  to  every 
candid  and  intelligent  mind,  could  be  shaken.  In  compliance  with  the  special  request 
of  Mr.  Constanline's  friends,  he  was  called  to  the  platform.  Mr.  C.  appears  to  be  a 
pious  man,  and  to  feel  deeply  for  the  injuries  of  the  colored  race.  Yet  it  was  obvious 
to  all  that  his  views  had  received  their  shade  and  coloring  from  the  strong  enlistment 
of  his  feelings  in  a  Society  which  has  seen  fit  to  oppose  the  Colonization  Society.  We 
took  brief  notes,  and  shall  present  the  substance  of  his  volunteer  remarks,  and  of  his 
answers  when  cross-examined.  On  the  whole,  his  statements  commend  Colonization  to 
our  warmest  confidence. 

The  substance  of  his  volunteer  remarks,  is  as  follows  : — 

1st.  Mr.  Constantine  said,  when  he  first  arrived  in  Africa,  he  visited  Monrovia ; 
that  the  colonies  were  then  under  Gov.  Buchanan,  that  the  Governor  called  with  him 
upon  a  number  of  families,  that  he  found  them  living  in  affluence,  and  was  very  favor- 
ably impressed,  but  that  he  afterwards  learned  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  poverty 
and  idleness,  that  he  saw  some  of  the  emigrants  that  were  ragged  and  dissatisfied,  and 
wished  to  return  to  this  country,  to  the  service  of  their  old  masters.  When  cross-ex- 
amined it  appeared  that  Liberia  has  some  lazy  and  shiftless  persons,  such  as  are  to  be 
found  in  every  community. 

2d.  Mr.  Constantine  said,  that  Gov.  Buchanan  told  him,  that  when  he  succeeded  to 
the  government,  he  found  some  of  the  colonists  engaged  in  making  shackles  for  the 
slave  shi[)s.  Had  this  statement  and  his  remarks  upon  it  passed  without  questioning, 
it  would  have  left  the  impression  that  this  icas  done  openly,  and  with  the  approbation 
of  public  sentiment  and  of  the  colonial  authorities. 

Cross-examined.  "  Do  you  say  that  the  colonists  openly  assist  the  slavers,  and  make 
shackles  lor  them." 

Mr.  C.     "  No." 

"  Do  you  say  that  blacksmiths  in  the  colony  make  shackles  with  the  approbation  of 
the  colonial  government,  or  of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  colonists  ?  " 

Mr.  C.     "No,!  do  not." 

"  Did  not  the  persons  referred  to  n^.ake  shackles  in  defiance  of  public  sentiment,  and 
for  large  gains,  just  as  some  persons  in  this  country  keep  a  tippling  shop  for  gain  ?  " 

Mr.  C.     "  I  suppose  they  did." 

••  Do  not  the  colonial  authorities  do  what  they  can  to  hinder  and  break  up  the  slave 
trade  •  " 

Mr.  C.     "  Tliey  profess  to  do  so,  and  I  do  not  know  but  they  do." 

Mr.  C.  went  on  to  state  that  there  is  still  one  slave  factory  on  the  300  miles  of  coast 
to  which  the  name  Liberia  is  applied.  But  on  being  questioned,  he  stated  that  this  one 
factory  ts  not  on  the  soil  of  Ike  colony,  nor  within  its  jurisdiction ;  but  upon  territory  still 
owned  by  a  native  chief— which  the  Colonization  Society  is  now  striving  to  obtain  the 
means  of  purchasing.  Thus  from  the  testimony,  it  appeare  that  there  is  but  one  slave 
factory  now,  where  there  were  perhaps  twenty  before  our  colonies  were  planted  there. 

3d.'  As  it  has  been  said  by  the  opposers  of  Colonization,  that  the  colonists  reduce 
the  natives  to  slavery.  Mr.  C.  was  requeste<l  to  speak  on  that  point. 

He  said  the    young  natives,  from  15  to  25  years  old.  generally  do  the  work  of  the 
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colonists;  tlial  tlicy  .-we  treated  uitli  a  i;ieat   deal  dI   distance  ;  that   their  r.  iii^ioiis  in- 
struction is    neijlected  ;  that    while    most    ol'  the  adult    colonists  are    nienilx  is  ol    the 
church,  and  attend  church  very  constantly  on  (he  Sal)hath,  the  nativi;  youni;  |)eo|ih,'  are 
not  brouf^ht  to  the  house  ot"  God,  nor  instructed  in  tiie  taniilies  in  which  tliey  live. 
Cross-examined.     "  Biit  does  slavery  exist  in  the  colonies  ?  " 

Mr.  C.  "  No,  not  e.^actly.     The  native   young  people  do  most  all  the  work  and  are 
not  treated  as  they  onsiht  to  be." 
"  Do  they  not  receive  wages  ' "" 
Mr.  C.     "  Yes." 
"  How  much  do  they  receive  ? '' 

Mr.  C.  "  They  receive  their  chop,  (i.  e.  their  rice,)  their  cloth  (clothing,)  and  in 
addition  to  this,  what  costs  the  colonists  perhaps  ten  dollars,  (i.  e.  for  a  year.)" 

"  But  do  not  these  natives  enter  and  leave  the  service  of  the  colonists  just  when 
they  please  ? " 

Mr.  C.  "  Yes  they  do." — Thus  endetli  the  lesson  on  colonial  slavery.  The  sum 
of  the  whole,  is,  tliat  the  colonists  hold  slaves  in  Liberia  just  as  we  hold  slaves  in 
Vermont;  i.  e.  we  and  they  iiold  — hired  iiclp — who  come  and  go  vvlien  they  please. 

4.  "  What  is  the  influence  of  the  colonists  in  respect  to  civilizing  the  natives  and 
facilitating  the  work  of  missions  .'  " 

In  answer,  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  state  that  he  did  not  receive  all  that  suppoit  and  aid 
from  the  colonists  in  his  missionary  work,  which  he  expected  when  he  went  out, — that 
jealousies  existed  between  the  natives  and  the  colonist-,  and  that  the  latter  sometimes 
spoke  contemptuously  of  the  former.  Cross-examined.  "Does  not  the  hostility  of 
some  of  the  natives  to  the  colonists  arise  from  the  effofts  of  the  colonists  to  break  up 
the  slave  trade,  which  the  natives,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  desire  to  perpetuate  ?  "  Mr. 
C.    "  I  don't  know  but  it  does." 

"  Was  ever  a  mission  esiablished  and  sustained  on  the  Liberian  coast,  by  either 
Moravians  or  English  missionary  societies,  until  such  missions  hatl  the  shelterinsj  and 
protecting  influence  of  our  colonies  ?  "  Mr.  C.  was  understood  to  admit  that  he  knew 
of  no  mission  ever  having  proved  successful  until  our  colonies  were  planted  there. 

Thus  we  have  brought  to  view  the  leadins;  points  upon  which  Mr.  Constantine  re- 
marked, and  have  given,  as  nearly  as  possible,  i'rom  our  brief  notes,  the  iconh  of  hi.s 
answers.  When  it  is  considered  that  Mr.  C.  acknowledges  himself  not  friendly  to  the 
Colonization  Society,  it  will  be  seen  that  his  answers  contain  important  testimony  in 
favor  of  our  cause.  We  suppose  tliat  any  man  visiting  the  colony,  and  fixing  his  eye 
only  upon  the  dark  side  of  the  story,  might  present  a  discouraging  picture.  This  might 
be  done  of  any  communit^s  for  every  community  has  its  faults,  its  loafers  and  beggars, 
and  its  examples  of  mal-administration  of  law;  audit  would  be  strange  indeed  if 
Liberia  were  free  from  these  evils.  All  we  contend  for,  is,  not  that  society  in  Liberia 
has  all  the  comforts,  conveniences,  and  refinements  of  New  t^ngland,  hut  that,  all 
things  considered,  the  colonies  are  doing  well,  and  exerting^  a  good  influence,  and 
already  ejive  promise  of  being  the  Plymouth  of  Africa.  The  Report,  when  published, 
will  show  the  grounds  of  this  faith. 

The  services  of  the  evening  weie  closed   with  the  appointment  of  the   following 
gentlemen  as  officei-s  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  President. 

Hon.  I'HiNEHAS  White,  Gen.  E.  P.  Walton,  Vice  Presidents, 

Directors. 
Hon.  Charles  Paine,  D.  Kellogg,  Esq. 

James  Bell,  Esq.,  S.  Chapin,  Esq. 

A.  W.  Hyde,  Esq.,  David  Pierce,  Esq. 

Henry  Stevens,  Rev.  Wm.  Mitchell, 

Rev.  R.  C.  Hand,  Hon.  Peter  Starr, 

E.  C.  Tracy,  Charles  Adams.  Esq. 

Rev.J.K.  Converse,  Secretary,  Daniel  Baldwin,  Esq.  Treasurer,  Hon.  Jeduthan 
Loomis,  Auditor.  0 

Fro.m  the  Coast  of  Africa. — The  schooner  Ida,  arrived  at  New  York  from 
Sierra  Leone,  brings  late  advices  from  Africa.  Previous  to  her  sailing  the  British 
brig-of-war  Spy  had  captured  three  Brazilian  slavers  on  the  African  coast.  One  of 
the  slavers  had  five  hundred  slaves  on  board.  The  slaves  were  all  liberated  and  the 
vessels  condemned  and  sold.  She  reports  that  the  blacks  on  the  river  Pougt  continue 
to  carr)-  on  their  war  with  one  ar.olher  with  a,s  much  lerocity  as  ever.  They  sell  their 
prisoners  as  slaves.  There  are  a  great  number  of  British  vessels  of  war  on  the  coast, 
•who  board  all  ve.ssels  on  their  arrival  there.  No  furtlier  attempt  has  been  made  to  ex- 
plore the  river  Niger  as  yet  — National  Inklli^rncn 
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Rai51.nl;  Coffee. — T!ie  seed  is  first  planted  in  a  nursery,  as  it  were,  while  it  is 
sproutintc  lip  into  a  young  tree,  or  i)iant,  (Im  field  lor  its  transportation — sometimes 
coverin<j  huiidreiis  of  acres — is  being  weeded  and  prepared.  When  the  saplitigs  attain 
proper  a^e  and  growth  they  are  taken  up  and  planted  lor  permanent  purposes  in  the 
a6rtee  held.  They  are  put  iu  rows  at  distances  from  each  other  of  from  4  to  6  feet 
longitudinally,  and  from  6  to  8  feet  latitudinally.  Here  they  remain  until  they  are 
worn  out,  bearing  colfee  in  some  soils  for  a  period  as  long  as  twenty  years.  The  field 
being  thus  planted,  the  whole  of  the  planter's  attention,  year  aHer  year,  is  now  direct- 
ed, fiist,  to  keeping  the  plantation  clean  and  entirely  free  tiom  weeds,  for  tiiis  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  good  and  wholesome  growth  of  the  trees;  next  in  trimming 
the  trees,  so  as  to  prevent  them  Irom  reaciiing  a  higher  altitude,  than  the  colfee  can  be 
plucked  from  them  by  the  hand,  or  extending  their  branches  too  wide,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  pickers  from  passing  easily  around  them.  Secondly,  in  plucking  or  pick- 
ing the  collee-berries  from  the  tree  at  the  proper  season  ;  and  thirdly,  in  preparing  it 
for  the  market.  The  weeding  is  done  with  great  care,  not  so  much  as  a  single  blade 
of  grass  is  to  be  discovered  among  the  coft'ee  trees,  covering  entire  acres;  and  thus  the 
whole  powers  of  the  soil,  which  is  a  marl  of  a  heavy  recUlIsh  color,  are  ])reserved  for 
their  nourishment.  Round  the  bounds  of  the  coffee  trees,  and  at  convenient  distances 
through  them,  there  are  walks  or  avenues,  the  margins  of  which  are  laid  out  in  great* 
taste,  and  planted  with  palm,  orange  and  other  trees,  giving  it  great  beauty.  Indeed  a 
cotfee  plantation,  seerns  to  he  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  overgrown  but  well  tended 
garden.  It  alfords  a  surpassingly  sweet  perfume,  and  when  the  trees  are  in  flower 
or  when  the  berries  are  red — some  still  being  green,  it  is  picturesque  beyond  any  thing. 
As  the  tree  does  not  send  forth  all  its  blossoms  simultaneously,  a  portion  of  the 
berries  become  ripe  before  the  rest,  and  hence  the  process  of  picking  is  repeated  at 
did'erent  periods.  The  blossom  first  shoots  forth  in  the  latter  part  of  April  or  early 
part  of  June.  The  berry  first  assumes  a  green  hue,  and  as  it  becomes  more  ripe,  it 
changes  to  a  deep  red.  The  pulling  is  performed  in  August  and  September.  The 
general  process  of  preparing  tiie  colfee  for  market  is  this  :  It  is  first  placed  on  a  glacier 
of  circular  shape  and  smoothy  plastered  surface,  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  in  a 
quantity  of  about  12  inches  in  depth.  This  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  rotting  the  shell 
or  husk  of  the  berries,  every  one  of  which  contains  two  or  twin  grains  of  cotlee.  It  is 
next  on  the  same  glacier,  but  in  less  quantities,  dried  by  exposure  to  the  sun;  W'hen 
it  is  put  iu  a  circular  mill  or  trough,  where  a  wheel  passing  over  it  breaks  off  the  shell 
and  clears  the  grain  from  all  hindrances.  It  is  next  winnowed,  by  which  the  broken 
husks  are  blown  olf  from  the  grain  ;  and  lastly,  it  is  picked  or  assorted,  the  pickers 
using  their  hands  alone,  and  having  no  aid  from  machinery,  dividing  the  crop,  grain  by 
grain,  into  dili'erent  classes — superior,  middling,  and  inferior.  It  is  then  put  up  for 
market. 


MR.     CLAY     ON    SLAVERY. 

In  1827,  before  the  abolition  excitement  commenced,  Mr.  Clay,  at  a  meeting  of  the 

Colonization  Society,  said : 

"If  I  could  be  instrumental  in  eradicating  this  deepest  stain  (slavery)  upon  the 
character  of  our  country,  and  removing  all  cause  lor  reproach  on  account  of  it  by 
foreign  nations — if  I  could  only  be  instrumental  in  ridding,  of  this  foul  blot,  that  revered 
State  (Virginia)  that  gave  me  birth — or  that  no  less  beloved  State  (Kentucky)  which 
kindly  adopted  me  as  her  son,  I  would  not  e.xchange  the  proud  satisfaction  which  I 
should  enjoy  for  all  the  honor  of  all  the  triumphs  ever  decreed  to  the  most  successful 
conqueror."  In  the  same  speech  he  remarked,  in  reference  to  such  as  objected  to 
the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  "  If  they  would  repress  all  tendencies  towards 
liberty  and  ultimate  emancipation,  they  must  do  more  than  put  down  the  benevolent 
efforts  of  this  Society.  They  must  go  back  to  the  era  of  our  liberty  and  imlepcndence, 
and  muzzle  the  (^nnon  which  thunders  its  annual  joyous  return.  They  must  revive 
The  slave-trade,  with  all  its  train  of  atrocities.  They  must  suppress  the  workings  of 
British  philanthropy,  seeking  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  West  In- 
dia slaves.  They  must  arrest  the  career  of  South  American  deliverance  from  thral- 
dom. They  must  blow  out  the  moral  lights  around  us,  and  extinguish  the  greatest 
torch  of  all  which  America  presents  to  a  benigiited  world,  pointing  the  way  to  their 
rights,  their  liberties,  and  their  happiness.  They  must  penetrate  the  human  soul,  and 
eradicate  the  light  of  reason  and  the  love  of  liberty.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  when 
universal  darkness  and  despair  prevail,  can  you  perpetuate  slavery,  and  repress  hH 
sympathies  and  all  humane  and  benevolent  efforts  among  freemen,  in  behalf  of  the  un- 
happy portions  of  our  race  who  are  doomed  to  bondage." — New  York  Observer. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF    THE    AMERICA.V    COLONIZATION    SOCIKTr. 

In  the  opening  of  tliis  Keport,  the  Executive  Committee,  acknowledge 
with  reverence  and  submission,  the  afflicting  visitation  of  Providence,  by 
which  the  venerable  Dr.  Proudfit,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  and 
for  several  years  the  devoted  and  able  secretary  of  the  New  York  Colo- 
nization Society,  has  been  removed  from  his  labors  to  his  reward.  He 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  on  the  17th  of  April,  cherishing  even  in  his 
last  moments,  the  holy  sentiments  that  had  so  long  animated  him  as  a 
Christian  minister  and  philantliropist,  and  an  unwavering  confidence  in 
the  character  and  success  of  this  institution.  His  eminent  faith,  devotion, 
and  charity  were  evident  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  the  people  of  Liberia, 
and  tliousands  in  whose  bosoms  he  excited  sympathy  in  their  behalf, 
and  from  whose  benevolence  he  drew  generous  contributions  for  their 
benefit,  will  cherish  the  remembrance  of  his  distinguished  exertions  and 
virtues.  His  voice  of  persuasion  and  encouragement  was  lieard  in  this 
hall,  at  the  last  anniversary  of  the  Society,  and  though  dead  lie  still 
speaks.  By  his  works  and  his  example  he  will  continue  to  live,  and  bv 
an  influence  to  which  time  sliall   add  only  increasing   extent  and  power. 

With  painful  regret,  the  Committee  also  record  the  dpccase  of  tlie  Hon. 
"VVm.  Halsey,  of  New  Jersey,  a  gentleman,  wlio  during  several  of  the 
closing  years  of  his  life,  engaged  with  zeal,  energy  and  perseverance  in 
efforts  to  make  known  the  views,  and  increase  the  funds  of  the  Society. 
He  visited  repeatedly  many  parts  of  New  Jersey,  excited  the  j)ublic 
mind  to  confidence  and  activity  in  the  cnterprize,  diiViigcd  information, 
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replied  to  objections,  and  induced  many  who  had  been  indiflerent,  to  feel 
and  manifest  an  interest  in  its  success.  Among  the  last  acts  of  his  useful 
and  honored  life  was  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet,  exhibiting  a  brief  ac- 
count of  the  origin  and  results,  as  now  evident,  of  African  Colonization, 
and  of  his  own  endeavors  in  co-operation  with  the  State  Society  of  New  Jer- 
sey, for  the  advflncement  of  the  cause  This  institution,  the  State  in  which 
hejived,  and  Africa  so  deeply  indebted  to  his  labors,  will  remember  him  with 
affection,  and  long  deplore  his  loss. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  last,  seventy  one  of  the  slaves  left  by  Mrs.  Marga- 
ret Alison  Reod,  of  Mississippi,  to  Dr.  Stephen  Duncan  and  the  Hev.  Zebu- 
Ion  Butler,  embarked  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  bark  '•  Renown,"  chartered  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  for  liiberias.  Six  others,  free  persons 
of  color  from  Mississippi,  accompanied  them,  which  (one  child  a  few  months 
old  having  died  on  the  passage  to  Norfolk,)  with  three  of  the  same  class 
from  Charleston,  made  the  whole  company  that  sailed  from  this  last  port, 
seventy  nine.  In  this  vessel,  lumber  and  trade  goods  for  the  benefit  of 
recaptured  Africans  to  the  amount  of  $1,500  were  shipped  by  order  of  the 
Government,  which  also  sent  out  as  freight  to  tlie  amount  of  18402  barrels 
of  provisions,  to  belauded  at  Port  Praya,  in  the  CapeDeVerd  Islands,  for  the 
U.  S.  squadron.  This  vessel  was,  after  havinglanded  a  part  of  her  cargo,  un- 
fortunately wrecked  at  the  Cape  De  Verds  with  much  loss,  though  all  the 
passengers  were  saved,  and  through  the  kind  and  energetic  eflorts  of  our 
consul,  F.  Gardner,  Esq.,  transferred  to  the  barque  Jane,  of  Massachusetts, 
promptly  chartered  by  him  to  convey  them  to  the  colony.  Though  the 
loss  of  stores  and  provisions  may  have  caused  some  inconvenience  to- 
these  emigrants,  all  claim  on  account  of  the  Renown  ceasing  with  the 
nonfulfilment  of  the  terms  of  the  charter  party,  this  unfortunate  event 
proved  of  no  pecuniary  disadvantage  to  the  Society.  Intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  this  company  at  the  colony,  though  for  some  time  expected^ 
has  not  yet   arrived. 

Early  in  November,  the  barque  '•  Latrobe,"  sailed  from  Baltimore,  with 
between  seventy  and  eighty  emigrants,  nearly  all  manumitted  slaves,  and 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society,  destined  to  the 
colony  at  Cape  Palmas.  A  worthy  colored  family,  Mr.  Herrings,  and  an  in- 
telligent colored  mechanic,  .Mr.  Ilines,  from  Virginia,  embarked  in  this  ves- 
sel for  Monrovia,  under  the  direction  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Parent  Soci- 
ety. The  number  emigrating  to  Cape  Palmas,  thirty-one  were  manumitted 
by  a  single  philanthropic  individual,  Mr. Goodwin,  who  was  present,  with  a 
numerous  assembly  of  the  friends  of  the  cause,  to  participate  in  the  im- 
pressive religious  services  at  their  departure. 

By  a  recent  legal  decision,  twelve   slaves  in  Flemingsburg,  Ky.,  are  ta 
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receive  tlicir  froedom  and  arc  now  ready  to  eniiprato,  and  a  llnal  decree  in 
favor  otliic  liberty  ot  twenty-one  at  llieliniond,  Va.,  is  oxpeeled  the  present 
month,  while  tliree  in  Nanseniond  connty  are  no\v  ready  to  sail,  and  a  inini- 
ber  ("roni  Ciloueestei  county  and  other  phices  will  soon,  it  is  expected,  he 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

The  messaire  of  Governor  Roberts  to  the  colonial  leirislaliin;  in  tho 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  his  subsequent  despatches,  aflord  gratifying 
evidence  of  increasing  attention  to  commerce,  agriculture,  education,  and 
various  public  improvements.  By  the  colonial  law,  a  common  .school 
is  to  be  established  in  every  township  of  the  colony,  under  the  direction 
of  a  school  committee,  to  which  all  persons  are  compelled  by  law  to  send 
their  children,  and,  while  all  monies  arising  from  licenses  and  un- 
appropriated military  and  court  fines  are  set  apart  as  a  fund  to  support 
education,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  and  villages  are  autho- 
rized to  impose  ta.xes  to  supply  any  deficiency.  To  this  subject,  the 
Governor  invokes  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  in  appropriate  and 
impressive  terms.  •'  The  condition  of  our  race,"  he  observes,  "  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  especially  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  heathen  coun- 
try, should  be  motives  to  rouse  us  to  greater  diligence,  that  we  may  show 
to  the  world  thai  the  African  race  is  as  susceptible  of  roental  improve- 
ment as  any  other.  At  present  there  are  schools  established  in  several  of 
our  towns  and  villages  ;  these,  however,  are  under  the  patronage  and  con- 
trol of  various  religious  institutions  in  America,  and  may  be  discontinued 
at  any  moment.  It  therefore  becomes  us  to  assist  ourselves  in  this  great 
"work,  of  improvement,  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  any  emergency.  We 
ean  do  something  and  should  do  something.  Let  us  put  our  shouldeis  to 
the  wheel,  and  when  we  have  done  all  we  can  do,  I  pledge  myself  there 
■will  be  no  lack  of  aid.  The  .sympathies  of  the  benevolent  every  where 
are  enlisted  in  our  favor,  especially  with  regard  to  this  subject;  and 
when  it  is  known  abroad,  that  we  appreciate  learning,  and  are  doing  all 
in  our  power  to  obtain  it  and  cannot  succeed,  then,  and  not  till  then,  shall 
■we  have  the  efficient  aid  of  our  friends  abroad,  and  be  able  to  establish 
permanent  schools  for  the  education  of  our  youth."  There  is  evidently 
a  want  of  competent  teachers,  and  of  means  for  their  support,  and  more 
effectual  measures  are  suggested  to  the  legislature  by  the  Governor  to 
meet  the  necessity  of  a  more  general  and  thorough  system  of  instruction. 

Though  the  commerce  of  the  colony  has  suffered  from  occasional  dis- 
asters, and  particularly  from  the  competition  and  interference  of  foreign- 
ers, yet  it  is  steadily  on  tho  increase.  It  is  stated  in  the  message  o{  the 
Governor  just  quoted,  that  "during  the  past  year  three  new  vesstds  have 
been  launched  at  Monrovia,  one  at  Bassa  Cove,  two,  which  were  foreign 
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built  purchased  by  colonists,"  and  thai  tliree  others  were  about  to  be 
launched  from  tlie  stocks.  It  may  be  cxpeflcd  that  coatiilence  will  arise 
and  increase  between  American  traders  and  tlie  merchants  of  the  colonies 
of  great  mutual  advantae^es,  and  tliai  these  settlements  will  at  no  distant 
day  attract  to  themselves  a  very  valuable  commerce  from  various  points 
of  the  coast,  and  the  powerful  tribes  of  interior  Africa.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  while  Liberia  has  already  done  much  to  enlighten  the  minds 
of  tlie  native  Africans,  to  excite  their  industry,  and  direct  their  attention 
to  the  vast  resources  of  their  country,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  lives  and 
adrance  the  interests  of  Americans  engaged  in  lawful  trafllc  upon  thai 
coast,  it  has  looked  in  vain  for  that  encouragement  and  support,  which  it 
so  well  merits  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  committee 
trust  that  such  instructions  have  been  or  will  be  given  to  our  African 
squadron,  as  shall  enable  it  to  render  that  protection  and  aid  to  the  author- 
ities of  Liberia,  as  are  consistent  with  the  specific  objects  of  its  move- 
ments, and  the  constitufion  and  true  policy  of  the  country. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  colony,  have  neither  been  prosecuted 
with  sufficient  vigor,  nor  wholly  neglected.  Of  necessity  the  farmers  of 
Liberia  labor  under  great  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  and  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  most  valuable  productions  of  the  tropics,  must  be  expected 
to  make  but  slow  progress.  Trade,  as  the  more  easy  and  lapid  means  of 
support,  naturally  and  principally  occupied  the  attention  and  efforts  of  the 
early  settlers,  to  the  neglect  of  agriculture,  the  more  sure  and  certain 
source  of  comfort  and  prosperity.  "  The  soil,"  remarks  the  Governor, 
in  his  last  message,  "  is  good  and  capable  of  producing  abundant  harvests  ; 
this  will  be  admitted  by  all,  and  in  every  instance  where  individuals  have 
perseveringly  given  the  business  a  fair  trial,  it  has  not  failed  to  yield  them  a 
Jiandsome  reward.''  Again  he  observes,  "though  the  crops  among  the 
natives  last  year,  in  a  great  degree  failed,  the  colonists,  especially  in  the 
upper  settlements,  were  generally  free  from  want,  and  in  many  instances 
were  able  to  supply  the  neiiihboring  natives.  The  past  season  has  been 
one  of  rejoicing  among  the  farmers.  Rice  crops,  especially,  have  been 
abundant,  and  I  rejoice  to.find  that  the  people  throughout  the  commonwealth 
are  becoming  awake  to  their  true  interests,  and  convinced  that  the  future 
prosperity  and  independence  of  the  colony,  depend  upon  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  country.  Several  gentlemen  both  in  this  and  Bassa  county, 
are  turning  their  attention  to  this  subject,  and  are  establishing  coffee  and 
sugar  estates,  though  at  present  on  a  small  scale.  The  experiment  has 
proved  successful,  and  established  beyond  a  doubt,  the  fact,  that  farmers 
in  Tiiberia,  if  industrious,  frugal  and  persevering,  may  become  not  only 
independent,  but  rich.'' 
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A  number  of  valuable  public  improvoinonts  have  bci-n  made  in  the 
colony,  and  in  his  niessau;i;  c-arly  in  the  year,  the  (Jovernor  slates,  that  the 
revenue  of  181'2,  arrisinij  from  duties  on  imporls,  toiiNajxe  and  other 
sources,  amounted  to  $5, 103  ii'A,  and  tlie  expenditures  imi  jiuhlie  works 
to  $3,1  II    12,  Icavinff  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $.i,'J12  41. 

The  constitution  and  laws  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  inehiding 
an  abstract  of  legal  principles  and  rules,  with  an  appendix  of  forms  for 
leo;al  proceedings,  published  bv  order  of  the  Legislative  Council,  has  been 
transmitted  by  the  Governor  to  the  Society,  and  leaves  it  impossilile  to 
doubt  that  intelligent  justice  and  humanity  pervade  the  public  mind  of  the 
colony,  and  that  in  their  enactments,  a  due  regard  will  be  had  to  educa- 
tion, to  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  and  to  tlie  rights  and  interests  of  the 
native  African  people.  The  abstract  of  leijal  principles  and  rules,  appears 
to  have  been  compiled  with  care,  by  the  former  chairman  of  the  committee 
(Judge  Wilkeson)  and  transmitted  to  the  colony,  and  to  them,  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  in  1641,  was  given  the  force  of  law. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  during  no  one  year, 
since  the  origin  of  the  Society,  has  the  colony  been  as  healthy,  quiet,  and 
improving  as  the  last,  and  that  its  friends  have  occasion  for  special  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God  for  liis  favoring  providence  towards  it,  for  the  good 
order  and  harmony  of  its  inliabitants,  for  their  increasing  regard  to  the 
j)ublic  welfare  and  the  true  resources  of  permanent  individual  prosperity, 
for  the  spirit  which  has  animated  the  colonial  legislature  in  the  enact- 
ment of  good  laws,  and  for  the  wise  administration  of  the  same,  and 
finally  for  the  abundant  evidence  they  possess,  that  the  public  allairs  of 
Liberia  are  settled  on  firm  and  peaceful  foundations. 

Peace  has  prevailed  during  the  year,  between  the  colony  and  the  native 
tribes,  and  some  neg-otiations  have  been  concluded,  mutually  beneficial 
and  promising  an  extensive  influence  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  advance  of  civilization.  In  the  month  of  February,  Governor 
Roberts  visited  the  Golah  country,  some  eighty  to  one  hundred  miles  in 
the  interior,  and  of  this  region  he  remarks:  '*!  have  traveled  considera- 
bly in  the  United  States,  but  have  never  seen  any  where  a  more  beautiful 
country  than  the  one  we  passed  through  ;  well  timbered  and  watered,  and 
the  soil,  I  venture  to  assert,  equal  to  any  in  the  world." 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  alliance  was  formed  between  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  principal  king  and  other  kings  and  head  men  of  the 
Golahs,  by  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  all  matters  of  diflerence  which 
might  arise  between  the  Liberians  and  Golahs,  or  between  the  head  nu-n 
of  the  Golahs,  or  between  this  tribe  and  any  other,  should  be  referred  to 
the  Governor  for  adjustment,  that  the  natives  of  the  interior  shouhl  not  be 
obstructed  in  their   intercourse  or   trade   with    the  colony,  tiiat  the  slave 
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tnidc  should  be   banished  from  the  country,  and  the   superstitious  trial  by 
sassy-wood,  or  other  poisonous  matters  should  be  forever  abandoned. 

With  Ballasada  one  of  those  chiefs,  a  treaty  was  concluded  in  1840, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  Governor  Roberts  was  requested  to 
interpose  between  him  and  a  neighboring  chief,  Gogomina,  who  had  taken 
and,  as  was  supposed,  murdered  six  of  the  people  of  Ballasada.  On  the 
requisition  of  the  Governor  the  people  (who  were  yet  alive)  were  restored, 
and  war  prevented.  Ballasada  has  expressed  his  desire  of  removing 
with  his  tribe  within  the  limits  of  the  colony,  and  a  tract  of  land  has  been 
assigned  to  him. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  this  treaty  may  open  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  people  around  the  sources  of  the  Niger,  and  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact,  that  treaties  of  the  same  general  character  have  from  time  to 
time,  been  made  with  some  thirty  other  kings,  proves  that,  "  however  the 
colony  may  fall  short  of  being  what  it  should  be,  it  has  established  among 
its  neighbors,  who  have  watched  it  for  twenty  years,  such  a  reputation 
for  superior  intelligence,  equity  and  good  government,  that  they  think 
their  condition  improved  by  placing  themselves  thus  undei  its  control." 

Anxious  to  adopt  every  measure,  which  might  conduce  to  diffuse  in- 
information  and  elicit  aid  from  the  cliurches  of  the  country,  in  the  month 
of  April  a  circular  letter  was  prepared,  and  distributed  to  the  number  of 
about  eight  thousand,  among  the  ministers  of  nearly  every  religious  de- 
nomination in  the  land.  This  letter  was  copied  in  several  of  the  religious 
newspapers,  and  there  is  reason  to  tliink  was  read  by  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Public  confidence  in  the  cause  has,  the  Committee  are  convinced,  been 
revived  and  strengthened  during  the  year  in  many  parts  of  the  Union. 
In  the  spring,  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society  resolved,  that  vi- 
gorous efforts  were  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  Society  and 
colony,  and  in  a  public  address  recommended  it  to  the  regards  of  the 
churches  and  congregations  of  every  name.  The  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety of  Connecticut,  was  re-organized  at  Haitford,  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  that  of  Delaware,  about  the  same  time.  The  Colonization  Society  of 
Vermont,  still  continues  its  aid  to  the  cause,  and  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Maine,  are  some  of  its  most  warm  and  devoted  friends.  The  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  Societies,  have  continued  to  cherish  zeal  in  the  enter- 
prize,  though  from  various  causes  (in  the  case  of  the  former  repeated  dis- 
appointments in  securing  the  services  of  a  secretary  and  general  agent,) 
their  contributions  have  been  less  than  in  several  former  years.  The  Col- 
onization Society  of  Indiana,  and  that  of  Missouri,  have  renewed  their  ex- 
ertions, and  Virginia  retains  for  the  scheme  her  early  confidence  and 
attachment.     The  Committee  are   assured  that  there  is  no  abatement   of 
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zeal  in  its  behalf  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  thoui^li  provailin<i;  (inancial 
embarrassments  in  those  States,  and  the  wanlofaii  able  agent,  as  in  many 
■other  portions  of  the  country,  have  prevented  the  usual  amount  of  contri- 
butions to  the  parent  society.  In  New  England  and  some  other  sections 
of  the  Union,  the  cause  of  this  Society  has  been  assailed  by  every  weapon 
which  the  subtlely  and  ingenuity  of  opponents  could  direct  against  it. 
iSo  fierce  and  unsiovernable  has  been  the  spirit  of  hostility,  so  disturbed  has 
been  the  peace  of  mini.sters  and  churches,  so  extensively  has  suspicion  been 
excited,  and  so  many  doubts  thrown  over  the  cause,  that  many  intelligent 
and  benevolent  men  have  been  led  to  pause  and  suspend-  their  cfl'orts  for 
its  benefit.  Unfortunate  impressions,  produced  by  slight  and  transient 
causes,  and  individual  dissentions  on  the  African  coast,  of  the  inlluence  of 
the  colonists  upon  the  cause  of  missions,  have  diminished  confidence  and 
sympathy  in  -churches  and  prevented  collections  for  the  Society.  Re- 
examination has  re-established  the  merits  of  the  cause  in  the  minds  of 
lliousands,  and  made  them  its  friends  forever. 

The  committee  have  neglected  no  proper  means  of  securing  the  services 
of  able  and  j  udicious  agents,  but  their  endeavors  have  been  attended  with  but 
partial  success.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  Rev.  J.  U.  Pinney,  secretary  and  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  has  continued  his  earnest  and  useful 
labors,  though  various  causes,  especially  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
the  State,  have  rendered  the  collection  of  funds  a  work  of  toil  and  diffi- 
culty. 

AlS  secretary  and  general  agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  have  been  of  great  value,  and  his  able 
writings  have  eflectually  contributed  to  diffuse  information,  correct  errors, 
refute  objections  and  strengthen  confidence  in  the  cause. 

Mr.  Franklin  Knight  was  appointed  early  in  the  year  to  visit,  as  agent, 
various  parts  of  Virginia,  in  the  hope  that  a  number  of  large  unpaid  sub- 
.scriptions  might  be  collected,  and  tliat  a  fund  might  be  raised  to  enlarge  by 
purchase,  the  Liberian  territory.  The  pecuniary  embarrassments  in  that 
State  rendered  it  impossible  to  raise  large  sums  of  money,  yet  the  faith- 
ful exertions  of  .Mr.  Ivnight,  it  is  hoped, will  not  only  result  in  the  addition 
of  a  valuable  auiourit  to  the  fund.s  of  the  society,  but  in  awakening  the  minds 
of  many  to  interest  in  the  cause,  and  the  formation  of  several  auxiliary  so- 
cieties. 

Rev.  Samuel  Cornelius,  who  had  in  previous  years  rendered  very  im- 
portant service  to.  the  cause,  has  l)een  earnestly  engaged  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Society  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  for  a  portion  of 
the  year  in  New  Jersey. 

Captain  George   Barker,   who   has   lom.^  labored  indefatigably  and  sue- 
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cessfuUy  lor  ihe  I nsti union,  more  particularly  in  the  New  England  States, 
has  continued  his  exertion.s  in  those  States,  and  New  York,  principally 
in  making  collections  and  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  African  Reposi- 
tory. 

The  Rev.  M.  Wallace,  of  Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ken- 
tucky, have  made  .^ome  efforts  in  their  respective  States  during  the  year, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M.  Aston  has  recently  been  appointed  for  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  but  as  yet,  no  intelligence  is  received  of  his  movements. 

While  during  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  debt  has  been  paid  in 
the  colony,  and  the  pecuniary  obligations  of  tlie  Society  been  there  re- 
duced ;  yet  the  Committee  regret  to  say,  that  owing  to  the  failures  of  the 
usual  resources  from  some  of  the  most  wealthy  States  of  the  Union,  the 
full  amount  proposed  to  be  raised  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  has  not  been 
received.  The  operations  of  the  Society  have  thus  been'iestricted  and 
embarrassed,  and  the  still  remaining  debt  of  the  Society  not  materially 
diminished.  The  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  country  felt  by  all  benevo- 
lent societies,  and  by  almost  every  individual,  the  absence  of  the  usual 
amount  of  aid  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana^ 
the  too  general  neglect  of  ministers  and  churches,  disposed  to  avoid 
agitated  and  controverted  topics,  to  take  up  collections  ;  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  able  agents  for  certain  districts  of  country,  the  obstacles 
thrown  by  the  enemies  of  the  Society  in  the  way  of  those  who  have 
been  employed,  will  afl'ord  an  explanation  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Society.  It  should  be  added,  that  receipts  from  legacies  have  been  small- 
er the  last,  than  in  several  preceding  years.  Some  bequests  are  still  due 
the  Society,  but  embarrassed  by  pending  suits.  It  has  been  deemed 
expedient  the  last  as  in  previous  years,  from  motives  of  economy,  in  the 
necessary  expenditures  at  the  colony,  to  send  a  small  stock  of  trade 
goods  to  the  public  store,  and  the  returns  have  been  as  large  as  could  be 
expected.  By  entering  more  largely  into  this  commerce,  could  permanent 
arrangements  be  made,  for  securing  regular  intercourse  by  vessels  under 
the  control  of  the  Society,  between  this  country  and  the  various  settle- 
ments of  the  colony  and  other  points  on  the  coast,  the  Committee  doubt 
not  the  means  of  the  Institution  might  be  much  augmented. 

From  an  extensive  correspondence,  and  from  intercourse  with  nu- 
merous individuals  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  the  Committee  are 
•well  assured,  that  the  limited  income  of  the  Society  the  last  year,  is  not 
to  be  traced  to  a  diminution  of  interest  in  the  cause  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  attachment  of  its  friends  every  where  is  increasing,  and  that  in 
more  favorable  times  and  circumstances  they  will  extend  to  it  that  assist- 
ance which  it  merits  and  requires. 
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The  ditricullics  \yhu-li  tlio  colony  has  rxpoririicod  from  tlir  mtnrffr- 
cncc  ot  furtMiiii  traders,  and  tho  coUisiDiis  and  injuries  to  wliieh  it  will  he: 
exposed,  should  any  forritjn  Power  cstahlish  itscdf  on  any  portion  of  the 
coast  to  whirh  its  Government  lia.s  pre-emptive  rii^ht.s,  or  so  near  in  it.s 
vicinity  as  necessarily  to  restrain  it.s  ailvanta^es  and  restrict  its  irrowlli, 
are  subjects  which  have  not  escaped  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 
They  have  invoked  the  friendly  interposition  of  our  own  Government  to 
induce  botii  the  authorities  of  Englaiul  and  France  to  abstain  from  phmt- 
injT  establishment?  on  any  portion  of  the  coast  from  Cape  INIount  to  Cape 
Palmas,  but  they  arc  not  informed  of  the  results  of  the  representations 
which  they  are  assured  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  through 
our  ministers,  to  at  least  one  of  these  Governments. 

Near  the  clo.se  of  the  last  session  of  Congtess,  Mr  Kennedy,  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Colonization  convention,  held  in  this  city  in  May,  1842,  presented  a  very 
valuable  report,  which  has  since  been  printed  by  order  of  Congress, 
■with  a  great  variety  of  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  African  Colon- 
ization, the  slave-trade,  the  condition,  climate,  people,  commercial  and 
agricultural  resources  of  Africa.     This  report  says  : 

"  It  is  ^^tally  important  that  the  territory  of  the  colonies  should  be  enlarged,  and 
that  their  jurisdiction  should  become  clear  and  incontestible  over  the  whole  line  of  coast 
between  Cape  Mount  and  Cape  Palmas,  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  miles ;  and 
that  in  case  of  hostilities  between  this  and  any  Eurq)can  country,  their  rights  a.s  neutrals, 
should  be  recognized  and  respected.  The  increase  of  legitimate  commerce  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  is  already  strongly  tempting  the  enterprize  of  English  merchants,  and  .se- 
rious difficulties  have  arisen  between  British  traders  claiming  rights,  independent  of  the 
governments  of  Liberia  and  Maryland  within  their  territorial  limits.  Naval  olHcers  of 
Great  Britain  have  been  called  on  by  British  subjects  to  interpose  and  defend  them  against 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  colonies ;  and  the  French,  the  committee  are  informed,  have 
sought  to  obtain  a  cession  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  Liberia  just  referred  to,  and  to 
which  the  people  of  that  colony  have  a  pre-emptive  right. 

"As  neither  Great  Britain  nor  any  European  Government,  has  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee  claimed  political  jurisdiction  from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Palmas;  as  such 
calim  if  by  po.ssibility  it  exists,  has  arisen  long  since  the  colonies  were  founded ;  as  those 
who  occupy  these  settlements  have  gone  thither  to  establish  for  themselves,  their  pos- 
terity, and  multitudes  who  may  follow  them,  a  republican  commonwealth,  capable  of  in- 
definite enlargement,  it  is  essential  that  they  be  not  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  rights 
already  acquired,  or  precluded  from  extending  their  authority  over  the  entire  line  of  coast, 
(from  Cape  .Mount  to  Cape  Palmas)  generally  known  as  Liberia.  An  a[)propriation  of 
a  few  thousand  dollars  to  enable  the  colonists  to  elTect  negotiations  with  the  native  chiefs, 
by  which  the  native  title  to  this  region  of  Africa  should  be  extinguished,  and  the  juris- 
diction of  their  Government  over  it  rendered  uncjuestional'lc,  would  in  the  judgment  of 
your  committee,  whether  regarded  as  a  measure  auxiliary  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade  or  to  the  interests  of  American  commerce  be  highly  exjiedicnt.  In  all  treaties  for 
the  purchase  of  lands,  it  might  be  stipulated   ihut  on  the  part  of  the  African   chiefs  tha 
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elave-trade  should  he  forever  abamlonod,  ami  their  attention  directed  to  the  more  gainful 
pursuits  of  agrieultural  industry,  and  to  the  exchange  of  the  rich  products  of  their  coun- 
try, for  tliosc  of  the  uiamificturing  skill  of  this  and  other  civilized  nations.  The  people 
of  the  colonies,  thus  encouraged,  would  co-operate  most  efrectively  with  our  naval  squad- 
ron in  carrying  out  the  humane  and  philanthropic  purpose  of  the  recent  treaty,  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  slave-trade,  and  become  factors  and  agents  to  increase  and  extend 
American  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  It  is  believed  that  $20,000  thus  ex- 
pended would  eflect  more  for  the  furtherance  of  both  these  objects,  than  $100,000  ex- 
pended in  any  other  way. 

"The  committee  have  abundant  evidence,  to  which  they  refer  in  the  documents  ac- 
companying this  report,  to  show  the  increase  of  lawful  commerce  on  the  African  coast, 
and  that  for  want  of  adequate  protection,  and  the  due  attention  of  onr  Government  to  the 
subject,  it  has  been  prosecuted  by  our  own  citizens  under  great  disadvantages.  To  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  James  Hall,  a  gentleman  entitled  to  full  confidence,  and  who  has  resided 
long  in  Africa,  the  committee  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  House.  This  testimony 
is  confirmed  by  the  information  recently  given  to  the  world  in  tlie  report  and  accompany- 
ing documents  of  a  committee  of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  British  settlements  and  their  relations  to  the  native  tribes  of 
Western  Africa.  The  aanual  imports  from  Western  Africa  into  this  country  probably 
exceed  a  million  of  dollars,  and  into  Great  Britain  are  about  four  millions.  The  palm- 
oil  trade  now  becoming  of  great  value  had  hardly  an  existence  twelve  years  ago,  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  may  be  increased  to  an  almost  indefinite  extent.  Hitherto  the  slave- 
trade  has  been  at  war  with  all  improvement  and  every  kind  of  innocent  commerce ;  ita 
cessation  will  be  succeeded  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  the  growth  of  trade  in  all 
the  varied  and  valuable  productions  of  the  African  climate.  It  is  of  infinite  importance 
that  the  natives  of  Africa  should  be  convinced  that  agricultural  labor,  and  the  substitution 
of  lawful  trade  for  the  infamous  commerce  in  human  beings,  will  be  for  their  advantage, 
Hud  that  in  their  intercourse  vNith  them,  our  own  merchants  should  possess  every  priv- 
ilege granted  to  those  of  England,  or  any  other  nation. 

"  The  establishment  of  a  commercial  agent,  (as  recommended  by  Dr.  Hall,)  to  reside 
in  Liberia,  and  occasionally  to  visit  in  a  Government  vessel,  various  points  on  the  coast, 
to  ascertain  the  best  sites  for  mercantile  establishments,  to  form  conventions  and  treatieB 
of  commerce  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  with  the  principal  chiefs,  to  take 
charge  of  the  stores  and  other  property  sent  out  for  our  ships-of-war,  to  guard  the  rights 
and  interests  of  our  seamen,  and  secure  for  American  vessels  a  free  and  unrestrained  right 
of  trade  at  all  important  stations,  the  committee  would  recommend  as  an  object  urgently 
demanded  by  interest  and  humanity. 

"The  time  has  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  when  this  subject  of  African 
Colonization  has  become  sufficiently  important  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  people  in  its 
connection  with  the  question  of  the  political  relations  which  these  colonies  are  to  hold 
with  our  Government.  Founded  partly  by  the  private  enterprize  of  American  citizens, 
and  partly  by  the  aid  of  federal  and  stale  authorities,  recognized  as  political  communities 
by  our  laws,  and  even  owing  their  regulation  in  some  degree,  to  the  legislation  of  a  State 
of  this  Union,  (as  in  the  case  of  Maryland)  they  have  attained  a  position  in  which,  ob- 
viously, they  must  very  soon  become  objects  of  consideration  to  the  world,  both  for  the 
commerce  which  may  be  under  their  control,  and  for  the  agency  they  are  likely  to  exer- 
cise in  the  final  disenthralment  of  the  continent  to  which  they  belong.  It  may  speedily 
become  apparent  to  the  observation  of  Chtistcndom,  that  the  slave-trade  may  more  cer- 
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tainly,  PiVectually  and  clicaply  be  destroyed  liy  thiM-oKmiul  jiowor  011  .sliorc,  than  by  all 
ihp  squadrons  of  Europe  and  America  alloat.  'J'iic  growtli  of  such  a  conviction  will  in- 
rviuibly  draw  an  anxious  and  friendly  eye  towards  tlie  American  colonies,  from  every 
power  which  sincerely  pursues  the  charitable  work  of  relieving  Africa  from  her  horrible 
traffic,  and  mankind  from  the  reproach  of  permitting  it.  The  influence  of  such  a  senti- 
ment, we  may  conceive  will  greatly  advance  the  interests  and  magnify  the  value  of  the 
colonies.  It  would  appear  to  be  our  duty,  before  an  occasion  of  conflicting  interest  may 
arise,  to  take  such  steps  towards  the  recognition  of  our  appropriate  relations  to  these  com- 
munities, as  may  hereafter  secure  to  them  the  protection  of  this  Covernment,  and  to  our 
citizens  the  advantages  of  commeicial  intercourse  with  them." 

The  following  resolutions  are  submitted  at  the  close  of  this  report.  ■ 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congiess  assembled,  That  the  increasing  importance  of  the  colonies  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  both  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  that  coast  and  their  influence  in  sup- 
pressing the  slave-trade,  renders  it  expedient  that  an  agent  should  be  a})pointed  by  the 
Government  to  protect  and  advance  the  interests  of  American  trade  in  that  region;  that 
said  agent  should  reside  at  some  convenient  point  in  the  said  colonies  ;  and  that  he 
should  be  empowered  to  form  treaties  or  conventions  with  the  native  tribes  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  for  the  advancement  of  American  trade,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic 
in  slaves. 

''And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  subject  of  settling  the  political  relations  proper  to 
be  adopted  and  maintained  between  this  Government  and  the  colonies  now  established 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  establislied,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  the  citizens  or  public 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  States,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  direction  that  he  report  thcicon  to  the  next  Congress." 

The  comniitlee  cherish  the  hope,  that  some  early  and  effectual  measures 
in  accordance  with  the  general  views  of  this  report,  will  be  adopted  by 
Congress. 

The  value  of  this  document,  as  a  source  of  information  on  almost  every 
topic  connected  with  the  enterprise  of  African  Colonization,  cannot  well 
be  over-estimated.  The  subject  is  now  fully  and  fairly  before  tlic  nation. 
Every  consideration  connected  witli  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  protection  and  advancement  of  our  commerce  on  tlie  African 
coast,  the  very  objects,  for  whicli  our  sq\iadron  is  there  maintained,  de- 
mands that  a  fostering  care  should  be  extended  by  the  Government,  to  the 
colonies  of  Liberia.  "  Here,"  says  Dr.  Hall,  "  our  Government  finds 
ready  at  hand  the  very  establishment  whicli  a  sagacious  statesman  would 
have  desired,  a  key  of  that  vast  continent,  to  unlock,  and  open  its  treas- 
ures to  our  commerce,  a  foothold  from  whicli,  with  the  least  possii)lc  pro- 
tection, we  could  not  be  dislodged.  We  have  thus  far  realized  all  the 
advantages  of  colonial  possessions  without  the  expense  of  founding  and 
supporting  them.  We  have  the  material  for  extending  and  perpetuating 
colonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  not  possessed  l)y  any  other  nation  in  the 
world  ;  and  why  should  all  these  advantages  be  sacrificed.     Why  should 
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we  not  at  least,  aeek  to  retain  what  we  already  possess,  when  it  can  so 
easily  be  done." 

The  committee  are  gratified  to  observe,  that  the  report  of  Mr.  Kennedy- 
has  attracted  much  attention,  and  they  are  happy  to  conclude  this  report 
with  a  passage  from  an  able  and  instructive  article  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Biblical  Kepertory  and  Princeton  Review. 

"  No  idea,''  "  says  the  writer,  is  dearer  to  them  [the  Liberians]  than  that 
of  becoming  an  independent  nation,  and  we  acknowledge,  that  it  is  our 
earnest  wish,  that  Liberia  may  never  become  dependent  on  any  nation* 
Letit  under  providence,  become  a  great  and  virtuous  Republic.  No 
nation,  in  its  beginning  ever  had  a  brighter  prospect  before  it.  Let  the 
American  Government  become  the  ally  and  protector  of  these  colonies. 
Let  them  assist  them,  to  complete  the  purchase  of  those  portions  of  teri- 
tory,  the  tide  of  which  has  not  yet  been  acquired  from  the  natives.  Let 
them  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages,  which  these  colonies  present, 
for  prosecuting  that  valuable  commerce,  which  is  now  opening  to  the 
world  ;  and  let  them  combine  their  efforts  with  those  of  other  nations,  in 
untiring  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  in  which  benevolent  enterprise, 
the^  will  find  the  Liberians  their  most  efficient  coadjutors.  But  let 
Liberia  forever  be  free.  The  greatest  difficulties  attending  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  colony,  are  already  overcome,  and  we  do  entertain  the  confi- 
dent and  pleasing  expectation,  that  Liberia  is  destined  to  be  a  grand  re- 
public, which  shall  extend  its  benign  influence  into  the  very  centre  of  the 
dark  continent  of  Africa.  And  we  do  believe  that  it  is  the  design  of  a 
wise  and  benignant  providence  to  make  Liberia  the  asylum  of  the  whole 
African  race,  now  dispersed  over  a  large  part  of  this  coatinent,  and  the 
West  India  Islands.  In  our  view,  there  is  no  spot  on  the  globe  better 
calculated  to  interest  the  Christian  and  phdanthropist,  than  this  little  re- 
public on  the  western  coast  of  Africa.  When  the  historian  shall  survey 
the  events  of  the  nineteenth  century,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  his  eye  will 
fix  with  intense  interest,  on  the  bold,  but  benevolent  enterprise,  of  colon- 
izing the  free  people  of  color  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  And  that  such  an 
enterprise  should  have  been  undertaken  by  a  voluntary  association, 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Government ;  and  tliat  it  should  have  been 
successful,  will  be  a  subject  of  wonder  to  future  ages.  It  is  our  sincere 
persuasion,  tliat  no  event,  which  has  occured  in  the  world  since  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  nineteenth  century,  is  at  all  equal  in  real  importance 
to  the  successful  estilbli^5llment  of  this  litde  colony.  We  do  not  think, 
that  the  history  of  the  world  can  furnish  a  parallel  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  work,  by  voluntary  association  of  benevolent  men." 

The  committee  will  add  only,  that  however  wide  and  fair  a  prospect  is 
opened  by  this  enterprise  to   the  eye  of  philanthropy,  however  great  the 
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wi--<ilom  ruid  siii^acity  that  devisod  it,  or  the  hoiiovoleiicn  and  i)i«'ty  of  thns(^ 
who  in  the  service  of  the  Society  have  sacriliiHMl  their  lives  ou  the  coast 
of  Africa,  none  deserve  hiirtier  praise  than  those  men  of  color  who  have 
engaircd  in  it  with  an  unooniiuerahlc  resolution,  dctcrinined  at  all  hazards  to 
lift  the  coverinii  of  nii^^ht  and  harbari^ni  from  the;  All  lean  mind,  to  re-kindlc 
die  extinguished  hopes,  and  re-build  the  broken  fortunes  of  their  race. 


PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS 

or    THE  AMERICAN   COLONIZATION    SOCIETY,  AT  THEIR    ANNUAL    METTING. 

Washington  City,  January  17,  1814. 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  met. 
Present — 

Kev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  P.  T.  Jones,  Esq.,  Kcv.  A.  D.  Gillett, 
Delegates  from  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Societij — A.  G.  Phelps, 
Esq.,  Sew  York  Colonization  Society — Rev.  Josepli  Tracy,  Massa- 
chusetts Colonization  Society — Rev.  Elias  Harrison,  Rev.  John  Davis, 
District  of  Columbia  Colonization  Society — Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  Life 
Director— Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  W.  McLain,  M.  St.  C.  Clarke,  Esq.,  H. 
L.  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  Members  Executive  Committee. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  W.  McLain  was 
appointed  Secretary, 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 
On  motion  of  tlic  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  it  was 

Jiesoh-ed,  That  tlie  Annual  Report  be  taken  up,  and  so  much  thereof  a3  relates  to 
the  state  of  the  colony  be  referred  to  a  committee  ;  and  that  so  much  thereof  as  relates 
to  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country  be  referred  to  another  committee,  each  com- 
mittee to  consist  of  three  members. 

Whereupon    the  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.    Tracy,  Gillett,  and 
Davis,  a  committee  on  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country;  and 
Messrs.  Cresson,  Harrison,  and  Jones,  onthe  state  of  the  Colony. 
The  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  offeped  the  followinj^  resolutions,  viz  : 
1»    Utaolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  financial  mtcrcsts  of  the 
Society,  and  by  what  means  the  income  of  the  Society  may  be  increased. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what,  if  any,  further  meas- 
ures should  be  adopted  to  increase  the  confidence  uf  all  the  friends  of  inission.s,  and  to 
Bccure  their  aid  to  the  cau.ie. 

.3.  Reaolvsd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  'to  consider  what,  if  :iny,  furihir  incaa- 
ure«  should  be  adopted  to  secure  aid  from  the  General  and  State  (.iovcniincnt.s,  and  ftlno 
to  secure  a  friendly  recognition  by  forciijn  powers  of  the  rights  and  intcrcsLi  of  Lil)eria. 
4.  Ht-iolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  whether  any  and  what  mca«- 
ures  should  be  adopted  tosccure  some  increased  advantage!!  from  trade  witk  the  Colony  i 
and,  also,  whether  and  what  arranj^cmenttf  should  be  made  lo  rHlabliiih  u  regular  lino  of 
packets,  to  sail  ut  Ita.'d  twice  a  year  at  certain  limes  for  the  Colony. 
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On  motion  of  the  Rev.  W.  McLAiN.the  first  and  third  of  these  resolu-. 
tions  were  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  tlie  state  of  the  causer 
in  this  country,  and  the  second  and  fourth  to  the  committee  on  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  colony. 

On  motion,- it  was  resolved,  that  James  Hall,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  1 
Maryland  Colonization  Society,  be  invited  to  sit  with  the  Board  as  a  cor-  i 
responding  member.  ! 

Messrs.' Paul  T.  Jones  and  A.  G.  Phelps,  were  appointed  a  commit-  I 
tee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  account,  and  the  financial  transactions  of  | 
the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  records  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the 
past  year,  and  report  during  the  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Messrs.  Cuyler,  Tracy,  and  Davis,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present,  as  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  the  addition  of  Hon.  H.  A.  Wise,  Delegate  from  the  Virginia 
Colonization  Society;  Hon.  John  Stewart,  Delegate  from  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Colonization  Society  ;  Hon.  Joseph  Vance,  Delegate  from  the 
Ohio  State  Colonization  Society  ;  Hon.  J.  Huntington,  Delegate  Con- 
necticut Colonization  Society. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  from  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
colony,   made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report 
as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  colony,  beg  leave  to  report : — 

"That  the  affairs  of  the  colony.and  of  the  society  with  respect  to  it,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  conducted  on  correct  principles,  and  with  as  much  suc- 
cess as  it  was  reasonable  to  expect.  The  distance  of  the  colony  from 
the  directing  power  at  home,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  acting  often 
on  imperfect  information,  both  here  and  there  ;  the  influence  of  the  dis- 
advantageous position  of  the  colonists,  before  emigration,  on  their  mental 
culture  and  habits  of  thought  and  action,  and  the  adverse  influences,  both 
African  and  European,  with  which  they  have  had  to  contend  in  their  new 
abode,  are  formidable  obstacles  ;  and  the  degree  in  which  these  obstacles 
have  been  overcome  in  the  short  space  of  about  twenty  years,  encourages 
the  most  cheering  hopes  for  future  ages. 

"The  Committee  notice,  with  peculiar  gratification,  the  provision  made 
by  law,  for  a  system  of  Common  Schools,  intended  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  whole  colonial  population.  Where  a  State  fails  to  provide  for  the  in- 
struction of  its  youth,  it  is  well  for  private  enterprize  or  liberality,  or  asso- 
ciated benevolence,  to  step  in  and  supply  the  deficiency  ;  and  perhaps  this 
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can  be  clone  in  no  better  way  than  by  the  action  of  churclics.  It  is  cer- 
tain, liowcver,  that  a  system  devised  and  executed  by  tlio  public  autlior- 
ities  of  a  Ciiristian  people,  can  be  more  efficient  in  reaching  the  whole  i)op- 
ulation,  in  teaching  throughly  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  and  in  forming 
correct  moral  habits,  than  any  system  which  depends  on  the  will  of  a  few, 
and  which  is  not  armed  with  the  power  of  the  State.  While,  therefore, 
we  would  sincerely  thank  those  "  religious  institutions  in  America,"  who 
have  done  so  much  for  education  in  the  colony,  and  would  earnestly  re- 
quest their  continued  aid,  so  long  and  to  such  extent  as  may  be  necessary, 
we  would  also  express  the  earnest  hope,  that  the  colonists  will  effectually 
take  the  work  into  their  own  hands,  and  soon  render  their  system  of  ed- 
ucation independent  of  charitable  aid.  hi  this  attempts  all  depends,  as  it 
ouglit,  on  the  several  school  districts.  Let  them  first  tax  themselves  lib- 
erally and  then  see  to  it  that  their  money  is  well  expended,  and  the  work 
is  done. 

The  Committee  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  the  commerce  of  the  colony 
is  prosperous,  and  that  agriculture  is  receiving  increased  attention.  Agri- 
culture  ought  certainly  to  be  the  business  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  should  be  so  conducted,  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  each  shall  produce 
on  liis  own  farm,  whatever  is  necessary  to  sustain  life  with  comfort.  By 
pursuing  such  a  course,  the  farmer  secures  himself  against  being  reduced 
to  want  in  a  single  year,  by  the  failure  of  a  single  kind  of  crop,  or  by  a 
change  of  its  price  in  the  market.  He  secures  that  noblest  boast  of  his 
calling,  independence:  and  he  takes  the  surest,  though  not  the  most  flat- 
tering, road  to  wealth. 

In  respect  to  botli  agriculture  and  commerce,  the  Committee  regret  the 
want  of  more  full  and  definite  statistics.  The  circumstances  of  the  case 
go  far  to  excuse  this  deficit  hitherto.  We  hope,  however,  that  returns 
from  the  colony  will  hereafter  be  such  as  to  furnish  the  desired  infonna- 
tion. 

•'  The  Constitution  and  Laws  of  Liberia,  the  Committee  have  not  been 
able  to  examine  in  detail.  The  fact,  however,  that  such  a  volume,  sanc- 
tioned by  an  African  Legislature,  has  is.5ued  from  an  African  press,  ought 
to  give  joy  to  the  civilized   world. 

"  The  relations  existing  between  Liberia  and  the  neighijoring  tribes,  is 
highly  gratifying,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  mutually  beneficial.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  allied  tril)es,  before  the  late  treaty  with  the  Golahs,  has  been 
estimated  at  00,000.  Yando,  head  King  of  the  Golahs,  boasted  that  he 
had  .50,000  subjects.  His  residence  is  supposed  to  be  80  or  100  miles 
from  the  coast,  and  his  country  to  extend  to  a  considerable  distance  be- 
yond.    After  all  due  allowance  for  exaggerations,  we  may  safely  suppose 
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that  these  treaties  covrr  an  extent  of  100  miles  inland,  and  embrace  near- 
ly 100,000  natives.  Amono;  all  these,  war  and  the  ^lave  trade  are  abol- 
ished, much  of  barbarism  and  of  cruel  and  degrading  superstition  lias  been 
removed,  and  civilization  and  Christianity  are  making  progress.  They 
are  brought,  or  rather,  having  watched  and  considered  the  subject  for 
twenty  years  and  btcome  convinced  of  its  advantages,  they  have  sought 
and  obtained  admittance,  into  habitual  and  friendly  intercourse  with  civil- 
ized and  Cliristian  men,  in  the  hope  and  for  the  sake  of  learning  to  be 
like  them.  And  more  than  this  :  they  think  them.selves  gainers  by  surren- 
dering some  part  of  their  national  independence,  and  placing  themselves, 
in  some  important  respects,  under  the  control  of  their  Christian  neighbors, 
The  influence  of  these  relations  on  the  diffusion  of  Christianity  cannot  be 
doubtful. 

"This  seems  to  be  the  proper  place  for  considering,  as  the  Committee 
were  directed,  "  what,  if  any,  further  measures  sliould  be  adopted  to  in- 
crease the  confidence  of  the  friends  of  missions,  and  to  secure  their  aid  to 
the  cause."  What  can  be  necessary,  more  than  a  fair  and  full  statement 
of  the  facts  in  the  case?  Indeed,  that  confidence,  which  was  certainly 
somewhat  impaired  for  a  little  while,  seems  to  be  reviving  ;  as,  with  one 
exception,  every  society  which  has  ministers  there,  is  strengthening  and 
enlarging  them.  Of  that  |One  exception,  the  mission  of  the  American 
Board  at  Cape  Palmas,  it  might  be  sufllcient  to  say  that  it  is  not  within  the 
limits  of  our  Colony,  and  we  are  no  more  responsible  for  its  history  than 
if  it  had  been  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But  we  choose  to  add  another 
answer. 

''That  mission  was  commenced  with  the  intention  of  making  Cape  Pal- 
mas, not  the  principal  field  of  its  labor,  but  a  mere  stepping  stone,  from 
which  to  reach  some  part  of  Central  Africa.  There  was  then  no  other 
mission  there.  The  Board  was  urged  to  embrace  the  Colonists,  as  well 
as  the  natives,  in  the  field  of  its  labors  ;  but  being  chartered  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  missions  to  the  heathen,  thought  itself  restrained  from  sending 
missions  to  Christian  Colonists.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  colony  to 
amalgamate  the  interests  of  the  natives  with  their  own.  The  policy  of  the 
mission,  then  almost  as  strong  us  the  colony,  and  expending  all  its  labors 
for  the  benefit  of  the  natives,  naturally  tended  to  raise  up  a  native  interest, 
distinct  from  the  Colonial.  This  was  the  true  root  of  the  difficulty.  All 
the  unpleasant  collisions  of  the  missions  of  that  Board  with  the  Colony, 
are  to  be  traced  ultimately  to  this  source.  The  two  communities  were  not 
•well  constituted  for  working  together  in  a  feeble  colony,  and  in  a  district 
of  small  extent.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  that  some 
of  the  principal  officers  of  the  .\merican  Board  became  convinced  of  this, 
and  fearsd  that  if  present  difficulties  were  settled,  others  would  arise  from 
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the  same  cause.  Mi'ains'liili"  two  other  iiiissiotis  li:ul  l)ccii  plaiitnl  llicrr, 
and  three  missions  could  not  bo  expected  to  lalxir  j)crmaiicully  in  such 
close  contiguity,  without  coUisioti  witl\  each  other.  Meanwhile,  also,  an 
opening  was  found  at  tiic  Gaboon  rivi-r,  a  thousand  miles  nearer  the  point 
which  the  mission  was  inteniled  to  reacii.  It  was  occupied,  and  soon 
found  so  favorable,  that  the  Board  resolved  to  remove  its  whole  establish- 
ment to  that  place.  In  all  this,  there  is  nothing  to  prove  that  missions, 
conducted  on  a  plan  ailapteil  to  the  state  of  the  country,  cainiol  llourish. 
even  at  Cape  Pahnas  ;  while  the  increase  of  other  missions  there,  proves 
tliat  they  can. 

It  is  saidby  some,  that  the  colonies  arc  prejudicial  to  missions,  because 
the  example  of  irrelijiious  colonists  corrupts  the  natives;  but  such  object- 
ors surely  cannot  know  what  the  natives  were  before  they  felt  the  eleva- 
ting influence  of  the  colony.  Blind  adherents  of  the  most  dcgradingjidol- 
atry,  polygamists,  kidnappers,  and  some  of  them  cannibals  from  time  im- 
memorial, and  having  been  for  nearly  three  centuries  under  the  exclusive 
tuition  of  European  slave  traders  and  pirates  from  whom  they  had.  tho- 
roughly learned  all  the  vices  of  civilization  which  savages  are  capable  of 
learning,  they  were  incapable  of  being  demoralized.  Numerous  attempts 
"were  made  to  plant  missions  among  them,  and  everyone  failed.  And  be- 
sides all  this,  the  treaties  before  alluded  to  show  conclusively,  that  not- 
Avithsianding  the  bad  examples  of  some  colonists,  which  are  not  so  bad  as 
the  slave-trading  specimens  of  Christianity  which  the  colony  has  driven 
away,  the  natives  know  that  the  Christian  system  is  better  than  theirs,  and 
produces  a  better  state  of  society  ;  and  therefore  tlie  balance  of  inllucnce  is 
immensely  in  its  favor. 

The  resolution  concerning  the  increase  of  trade  and  tlie  establislynentof 
packets,  the  committee  have  not  had  time  to  consider. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 

JOSEPH  TRACY, 

Chair  man. 

On  motion  of  Paul  T.  Jones,  Esq.,  the  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  the  report  was  adopted. 

Klliott  Cresson,  Escj.,  from  the  committee  on  the  present  state'of  the 
cause  in  this  country,  made  a  report,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  was  accepted;  and,  after  some  amendments 
w&s  laid  on  the  table  ;  (and  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings  was  again 
tikken  up,  further  amended  and  adopted,  and  will  be  found  in  its  proper 
place.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jo.nes,  tlie  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  11  o'clock 
tc-;noirow  morning. 

4 
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January  18,  1844. 

The  Board  met  a<rrceably  to  atljournment.  The  juinuies  of  the  meet- 
ing yesterday  niorniiiif  wtri'  read  and  api)roved. 

The  coniuiiltee  appuinied  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  account,  and  the 
financial  transactions  of  the  Executive  Committee,  made  the  ibllowin^ 
report: — See  account  current  for  1843. 

On  motion  of  Kev.   John  Davis,  this  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.wis,  tlie  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  5  o'clock  this 
evening. 

5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Tfie  minutes  of  the  morn- 
ing's session  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Cuvllr,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  recoids  of  the  Exe- 
cutive ComiTiittee  made  the  following  Report: 

"The  committee  on  the  records  of  the  Executive  Committee,  beg  leave 
to  report  ■• 

*'  That  those  records  show  tliat  the  duties  of  the  executive  committee 
have  been  numerous,  dillicult  and  important,  and  have  been  performed 
with  a  degree  of  industry,  fidelity  and  intelligence,  for  which  that  com- 
mittee well  deserve  our  thanks.  Time  has  not  allowed  us  in  all  cases  to 
examine  the  grounds  of  their  decisions,  so  as  to  give  an  opinion  of  their 
correctness  ;  but  we  have  noticed  nothing  which  appears  to  demand  a  re- 
examination or  revisal. 

"  We  would  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  tlicre  may  not  be,  during  the 
yei.rnow  commencing,  a  more  extensive  andcfTectual  presentation  of  the 
claims  of  this  society  before  public  bodies,  both  legislative  and  eclesiasti- 
cal,  and  indeed,  before  the  whole  country.  The  details  of  the  plan  of 
operations  for  this  purpose,  must  of  course  be  arranged  from  time  to  time 
by  the  executive  committee.  Much  may  be  done  by  correspondence  ; 
and  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  other  suitable  agents,  if  such  can 
be  found,  may  attend  important  meetings,  visit  influential  individuals,  and 
impart  information,  courage  and  activity  to  our  friends  in  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

"  Respectfully  submitted,  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 

"  COR'S  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Pi.snev,  tliis  repoit  was  accepted. 

Hon.  W.  C.  Rives,  appeared  and  took  his  seal  as  a  Delegate  from  the 
Virginia  Slate  Colonization  Society. 

lion.  R.  C.  Sciif:NCK,  appeared  as  a  Delegate  from  tlie  Ohio  State  Col- 
onizaiion  Socictv  and  took  his  sea'. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  llic  roport  was  ailoi)tcil. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tiiolps,  tlie  Boanl  adjouinud  to  attend  tin*  public 
meeting'  in  the  Capitol,  and  to  mcrl  airain  to-morrow  morniii!,'  at  lU 
o'clock. 

January  19,  1814. 

The  Board  met.  Present  iNIessrs.  CuyUn-,  Phelps,  Harrison,  Davi.s, 
Rives,  Cresson,  Tracy,  Jones,  Gillelt,  Stewart,  Clark,  Ellsworth,  Gurley, 
and  McLain. 

The  minutes  of  the  evening  session  were  read    and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  resolved  that  we  now  go  into  an  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  it  was  resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  make  a  nomination. 

Messrs.  Gillett,  Tracy  and  Davis,  were  appointed  said  Commillce. 

Mr.  Gillett,  from  the  above  Committee  made  a  report. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  beg  leave  to  leport  the  following  names,  viz  : 

"  Hon.  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  Hon.  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Hon.  W.  W.  Sea- 
ton,  H.  Lindsly,  M.  D,,  Hon.  C.  B.  Penrose,  Hon.  A.  O.  Dayton,  Rev. 
C.  B.  Davis. 

'•A.  D.  GILLETT,  Chairman:' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  this  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Piielps  it  was  resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  for 
the  Board  to  elect  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Board  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Whereupon,  the  Rev.  R.  11.  Gurley  was  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  nomination 
of  members,  of  the  Executive  Committeee  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion 
of  the  same,  it  was  adopted. 

After  which  Mr.  Gurley,  formally  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  office 
of  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  expressed  his  good  feelings  for  the  cause 
and  his  fervent  wishes  for  its  future  prosperity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  it  was  resolved  that,  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Gurley  be  accepted. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  it  was  resolved  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Board  are  due,  and  are  heartly  tendered,  to  our  late  (Jorresponding  Stcre- 
tary.  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  for  his  long  continued  and  valuable  services,  and 
and  that  while,  in  the  kind  wishes  for  the  pros|jerity  of  the  cause,  and 
good  feelings  toward  the  members  of  the  Boaid,  ex|)resstil  by  him  in  re- 
signing his  ofTicc,  we  find   assurance   of  his  future  friendly  inlUience,  we 
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assure  him  thai  this  Board  and  its  individual  members  reciprocate  the  feel- 
ings and  that  our  good  wishes  will  Ibllow  him  in  subsequent  life. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Tracy,  it  was  resolved  that  we  proceed  to  the  elec" 
tion  of  a  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Whereupon,  Kev.  W.  McLain  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinney,  it  was  resolved  that.  Executive  Committee 
be  auliiorized  to  appoint  a  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  I'hclps,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  that  part  of 
the  Annual  Keport,  relaiinif  to  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country  was 
taken  up,  amended,  and  adopted    and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Annual  Report,  which 
relates  to  tlie  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country,  beg  leave  to  report: 

"  That  in  relation  to  the  financial  interests  of  the  Society,  the  committee, 
in  view  of  the  reduced  state  of  our  income,  feel  assured  of  the  imperative 
necessity  of  strict  economy  in  the  expenses  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
tlierefore  recommend  their  immediate  reduction,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$2000,  per  an.,  viz  : 

''For  Corresponding  Secretary     -         -         -         -         $1500 

"  Rent -         -  200 

"  Office  expenses  .        _         .        .        .  300 

S2000 

'•  "With  this  evidence  of  a  determination  to  make  an  economical  disburse- 
ment of  the  funds  intrusted  to  our  care,  we  believe  that  men  of  a  high 
order  of  usefulness  may  be  obtained,  to  advocate  the  claims  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  and  to  swell  the  amount  of  its  funds.  It  is  only  by 
rendering  the  cause  popular  and  securing  the  love  of  the  citizens  at  large, 
that  we  can  hope  to  operate  successfully  upon  our  republican  government, 
which  always  folluivs,  and  never  leads  public  sentiment  and  action. 
Meanwhile,  we  shall  be  happy  that  the  local  and  State  societies,  should 
invoke  the  co-operation  of  the  individual  State  Governments,  and  recom- 
mend this  course  of  action. 

*'  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIOT  D.  CRESSON, 
PAUL  T.  JONES." 

On  motion  the  Annual  Report  was  referred  to,  the  Executive  Committee 
for  publication. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  Board  adjourned,  to  meet  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  January,  1845. 
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riiocEEDiNns  OF  Tin;   annual  meeting 

Of  THE  AMKKICAN    lO  HI  M /,  ATIO.V   SOCIF.TT. 

Tlip  TwKNTY-sr.vENTH  Anni'al  Mf-ktino  of  the  Amcricim  Colnnizalioii 
Society  was  helil  in  the  Capitol  on  Tuestlay  eveninir,  tlie  iGlh  ult., 
when  the  Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  the  first  on  the  list  of  Vice  Presideiils 
took  the  chair. 

Prayor  was  ollereil  by  the  llcv.  Dr.  Laurie.  The  Report  of  the  E.x- 
ecutivc  Committee  of  the  Society  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurley. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  R.  T.  Berry,  the  following  resolution  was 
adoplcd  : 

Kc^iulrtd,  Tluit  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  just  presented,  be  accepted 
and  referred  for  consideration  and  publication  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler, 

Rcsolred,  That  in  view  of  tlio  past  success  and  present  prospects  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  its  friends  are  called  upon  to  exert  cheerful  and  continued  ellorts 
in  its  behalf;  luid  that  in  the  vif^orous  prosecution  of  the  plan  of  African  Colonization, 
is  to  be  found  the  best  means  of  arresting  the  slave  trade,  and  of  preparing  a  way  for 
-and  promoting  tlie  cause  of  Christian  missions  in  Africa. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  J.  R.  IngersoU, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  friends  of  this  Society  in  every  part 
of  the  Union,  should  more  and  more  appreciate  the  grandeur  of  their  cnterprize,  as  in- 
volving very  materially  in  its  ultimate  consequences  the  dearest  interests  of  two  races  of 
men,  in  two  of  the  largest  quarters  of  the  globe. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Proudfit,  a  Vice  President  of  this 
Society,  and  long  the  devoted  and  efficient  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Colonization  So- 
ciety, this  Institution  has  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  and  that  the  memory  of  this  eminent 
Christian  phil.mthropist  will  ever  be  cherished  by  the  members  of  this  Institution,  and  by 
ail  the  friends  of  Africa. 

On  motion  of  tlie  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney, 

Re.solved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  the  advances  of  the  Colony  of  Libe- 
ria in  .agriculture,  commerce,  and  other  public  improvements  has  equalled  all  reasonable 
expectations;  and  that,  although  the  progress  of  such  improvements  in  such  a  colony,  is 
at  lirst  necessarily  slow,  they  have  already  lieeu  such  as  to  demonstrate  the  general  indua- 
try  and  cnterprize  of  the  people,  and  the  v;ist  resources  of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth, 

Renolv-cd,  That  the  moral,  civilizing  and  Christian  influence  exerted  by  the  people  of 
Lil)€ria  over  many  .\frican  tribes,  and  the  earnest  eH'orts  of  its  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  many  of  its  citizens  to  eidighten  the  minds  of  the  neighboring  heathen  with  the 
great  truths  of  Christianity,  should  excite  the  .sympathies  and  confidence  of  all  the  friends 
of  missions,  and  induce  ttie  clergy  and  churches  of  every  name  to  extend  to  this  colony 
a  more  constant  and  liberal  support. 

On  motion  ofM.  St.  Clair  Clark, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  cherish  an  alVectionate  remembrance  of  the  Hon. 
William  Hal.sey,  for  several  years  very  earnestly  and  su<-cessfnlly  engaged  iu  the  promo 
lion  of  the  cause  of  .\frican  Colonization  in  the  Siatr-  of  New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Morehead,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  hold  another  public  mreting  in  this  hall  on  Thurs<lay 
evening  the  IKth  inst. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Colonization  Oll'ice 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  to-morrow. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  at  the  olHce  of  the  same  on  Wednesday 
morning  the  17lh  at  10  o'clock,  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurley,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
nominate  the  President  and  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 

Tiie  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  oa  the  committee  :  Messrs. 
A.  G.  Phelps,  Pinney,  Jone?,  Tracy,  and  Davis. 

Mr.  Phel]*?,  from  the  committee,  after  relirinir  for  a  short  time,  made 
the  following  nomination  which  was  approved: 

Honorable  HENRY  CLAY,  Presideiif. 
Vice  Presidents. 


1  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland, 

2  (j'eneral  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Vip^inia, 

3  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts, 

4  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Florida, 

5  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  of  Conn., 

6  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

7  Theodore  Frclins^bnysen.  of  New  York, 

8  Louis  McLane,  of  Baltimore, 
y  Moses  Allen,  of  New  York, 

10  General  W.  Jones,  of  Washington, 

1 1  Samuel  H.  Smith,  of  Washington, 

12  Joseph  Gales,  of  Washington, 

13  Right  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.,  Bishop 

of  Virginia, 

14  Alexander  Porter,  of  Louisiana, 

15  John  McDonogh,  of  Louisiana, 

16  Geo.  Washington  Lafayette,  of  France, 

17  Rev.    James  O.  Andrew,    Bishop  of  the 

Methodist  Episcop.il  Church, 

18  William  Maxwell,  of  N'irginia, 

19  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio, 

20  Walter  Lowric,  of  New  York, 

21  Jacob  Burnett,  of  Ohio, 

22  Joshua  Darling,  of  New  Hampshire, 

23  Dr.  Stephen  Duncan,  of  Mississippi, 

24  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia, 

25  Rev.  J.  Ijaurie,  D.  D.,  of  \S'ashington, 

26  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  of  Washington, 

27  Rev.  Wm.  Winans,  of  Mississippi, 

28  James  Boorman,  of  New  York  City, 

29  Henry  A.  Foster,  of  New  York, 

30  Dr.  John  Kcr,  of  Mississippi, 

31  Robert  Camjjbell,  of  (Jeorgia, 

32  Peter  D.  Vrooin,  of  New  Jersey, 


33  James  Garland,  of  Virginia, 

34  Rev.   Thomas    Morris,  Bishop  of  the 

M.  E.  Church,  Ohio, 

35  Rt.  Hon.  liord  Bexley,  of  London, 

36  Wm.  Short,  of  Philadelphia, 

37  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware. 

38  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Otey,  of  Tenn. 

39  Gerald  Ralston,  of  London, 

40  Rev.  Courtland   Van  Ranssclacr,  N.  J., 

41  Dr.  Hodgkin,  of  London, 

42  Rev.  E.  Burge.ss,    D.  D.,  of  Dedham, 

Massachusetts, 

43  Thos.  R.  Hazard,  of  Providence,  R.  L, 

44  Dr.  Thos.  Mosssie,  of  Tye  River  Mills, 

Virginia, 

45  Gen.  Alexandci  Brown,  "f  Virginia, 

46  Maj.Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington, 

47  Rev.  Thos.  E.  Bond,  D.  D.,  N.  York, 

48  Rev.  A.  Alexander,  D.  D.,  N,  J., 

49  Samuel  Wilkcson,  of  New  York, 

50  A.  P.  Upshur,  of  Washington, 

51  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey, 

52  James  Railcy,  of  Mississippi, 

53  Rev.    George  W.  Bethune,   D.  D.,    of 

Philadelphia, 

54  Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  of  Phila., 

55  Elliot  Cresson,  Es(].,  of  Phiia., 

56  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esij,,  New  York, 

57  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  Andover, 

Massachusetts. 

58  Jonathan  Hvde.  Esq.,  Bath,  Maine, 

59  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

60  Rev.  Beverley  Wauch,  Bishop  of  M.  E. 

Church,  Baltimore. 


•\Ir.  Gurley  rose  and  spoke  of  the  long  continued  and  important  sei  vices 
of  Col.  "\y.  li.  Stone,  and  moved  tliat  he  also  he  appointed  a  Vice  Pre- 
sident, which  motion  was  adoiped. — Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney  rose  and  oflered  the 
following  preamhle  and  resolution. 

Whehkas,  In  the  origin  of  the  Colonization  scheme,  the  aid  and  protection  of  the 
General  Government  was  expected  to  be  extended  to  the  Colonies — And, 

VVhkrkas,  The  work  of  extending,  governini:  and  providing  for  their  interests,  has 
grown  a  ready  beyond  the  means  of  voluntary  association — And, 

WuEnEAS,  The  present  interests  and    future  welfare  of  the  Colonies  m  Africa,  need 
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the  fostering  care  of  some  friendly  State;  an  I,  Wlioroay,  by  reason  of  Constilutioiiul  and 
otlii-r  olislacles,  sufli  care  ami  protortion  has  net  liccn  obtniniil  from  the  (ii)vcriiiiirnl  of 
the  I'niteil  States,  anil  is  not  likely  to  he  extendeil.     Theroliirr, 

Jieso/fcJ,  Tliatn  eoininittee  of  tliree  he  a|i[)ointed  to  consider  tlie  wisdom  and  propri- 
ety of  cedinij;  said  colonies  to  some  European  power — or  of  seeurini;  their  frii  ndly  pro- 
tection for  the  colonies,  and  also  to  report  the  measure  proper  for  such  action. 

This  resolution,  after  some  discussion  in  which  Messrs.  Piniiey,  Tracy, 
Cuyler,  and  Giirloy,  participated,  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Cnyler,  referred 
over  for  consideration  to  l!ie  Board  of  Directors.  After  some  further  re- 
marks from  Me.ssrs.  Harrison,  Cresson,  and  Gurley,  on  motion  of  tlie  Rev, 
Mr.  iMcLain,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  tlie  (Jhairman  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  public  meeting^  to  be  held  to-morrow  evening  at  the  Capitol, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Cresson,  Harrison,  and  McLain. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  7  o'clock. 


House  of  Keprksentatives,  Jan.  8th,  1844. 

The  Society  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie, 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding 
meetings  were  road. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Morchead  presented  and  ably  advocated  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

Resolved.  That  since  the  colony  of  Liberia  is  powerfully  contributing  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave-trade,  and  the  protection  and  increase  of  American  com- 
merce on  the  African  coast,  as  well  as  to  the  cause  of  African  civilization,  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Board  of  Directors  and  to  the  several  State  Colonization  Societies  to 
continue  their  applications  to  the  general  government,  for  such  aid,  by  the  direct  appro- 
priation of  funds,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  United  States  squadron  on  that  coast,  as 
shall  enable  the  Colony  of  Liberia  to  ac(juire  entire  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  line  of 
that  coast  from  Cape  Alount  to  Cape  Palmas. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  vast  benefits  to  mankind  of  the  enterprize  in  which  the 
Colonization  Society  is  now  engaged  of  planting  a  colony  of  colored  freemen,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  give  to  that  Society 
a  cordial  and  efficient  support. 

EUiotCresson,  Esq.,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  vast  objects  contempla- 
ted by  the  Society,  and  the  advantage  which  the  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  this  country  would  derive  from  their  vigorous  prosecution. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gillett  offered  and  advocated  the  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted. 

Whrrkar,  The  Colonization  Society  belongs  to  no  party  in  politics,  to  no  one  de- 
nomination of  Christians,  and  to  no  one  section  of  our  beloved  country — 'J'hercfore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  philanthropists  to  promote  its  civil  and  educational 
prosperity,  and  of  all  churches  to  co-operate  with  its  religious  inhabitant.s  in  .spreading 
among  thern  and  the  contiguous  native  tribes,  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tiiisley,  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  B.  Johnson,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  added  to  the  list  of  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 

Paul  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  importance  of  in- 
creasing the  contributions  to  the  Society,  and  extending  its  ojierations  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Africa. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  iliird  Tuesday 
of  January,  1845. 
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From  (hr  M;irylnii(l  CoIuiuAnlioii  Junrnal. 

0  r  R  ^'  A  V  R I  c  A  N   s  Q  r:  A  1)  R  0  N  S  ." 

It  is  well  known  tliiit  by  tlio  ciiflilli  article  of  tlu'  Trciity  of  Wasliinsr- 
ton,  the  United  Slates  CJovevnnienl  .stiimlatetl  to  maintain  a  naval  force  on 
tlie  West  Coast  of  Africa,  of  not  less  than  eiirlity  f^nns,  lo  co-operate  with 
the  British  s^inailrou  on  that  coast  in  the  suppression  of  the  slavt;  trade. 
'J'he  causes  too,  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  this  article  are  frenerally  well 
understood.  Like  the  settlement  of  the  north-eastern  i)oundary,  ihv  jinints 
of  controversy  arising  out  of  the  questions  of  ri<^Ii(  of  search,  of  visita- 
tion, and  the  abuse  of  these  rights,  were  laid  aside,  and  a  compromise 
effected  in  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  And  although  the  arrangement  was 
unexpected  by  all,  and  unsatisfactory  to  many,  yet  we  believe  it  is  gener- 
ally conceded  that  the  measure  was  a  most  judicious  one,  and  the  most 
honorable  way  of  avoiding  international  difKculties.  The  British  gov- 
ernment plainly  saw  that  without  the  right  of  search  or  visitation,  or 
(laying  aside  terms)  without  the  right  of  ascertaining  the  trne  character 
and  nationality  of  all  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  all  their  efforts,  their 
immense  outlay  of  treasure,  and  sacrifice  of  life  in  their  extended  attempts 
to  abolish  the  slave  trade  must  prove  abortive,  yea,  worse  than  abortive, 
as  they  did  not  lessen  the  number  shipped,  but  merely  exposed  the  victims 
of  the  trallie  to  increased  suflerings  and  torture.  She  felt,  therefore,  that 
her  claims  on  this  point,  (claims  too,  which  have  ever  been  granted  by 
courtesy  on  the  high  seas  between  friendly  powers  foi  the  suppression  of 
piracy,  which  the  slave  trade  has  been  declared  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment) were  but  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  complied  with.  She  asked 
too,  only  what  she  was  willing  to  grant  in  turn.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates  justly  felt  jealous  of  granting  to  the  British 
Government  a  right  or  privilege  which  bore  a  strong  affinity,  in  name  at 
least,  to  one  formerly  claimed  by  that  power  and  which  we  had  spent  our 
blood  in  resisting.  They  too,  well  knew  that  the  exercise  of  this  very- 
power,  or  right  of  visit,  which  had  for  the  few  past  years  been  permitted 
on  that  coast  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  had  been  grossly  abused  by  officers 
of  the  British  navy,  and  that  the  regular  American  traders  even  to  English 
settlements,  with  all  evidences  of  nationality  and  lawful  traffic  on  board, 
had  been  seized  and  adjudicated  in  the  '"court  of  mixed  commissions," 
in  a  British  port,  and  confiscated.  The  position  of  the  parties,  therefore, 
was  such  that  for  either  to  persist  in  its  demands  would  be  incompatible 
with  a  continuation  of  friendly  nations.  Great  Britain  readily  received 
the  acquisition  of  eighty  guns  to  assist  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade  in  lieu  of  the  "  right  of  visitation"  of  suspected  vessels  bearing  the 
American  flag,  and  the  American  government,  while  it  felt  bound  in  honor 
and  principle  to  refuse  this  concession,  could  not  do  less  than  grant  a  show 
of  assistance  in  suppressing  a  traffic  whicli  she  had  long  since  denounced 
as  piracy  on  the  high  seas. 

Thus,  whatever  may  have  been  the  ostensible  or  avowed  object  in  the 
establishment  of  our  squadron  on  the  .African  coast,  or  whatever  may  be 
its  consequences  or  results,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  was  done  rather  as 
a  matter  of  compromise  than  principle,  ralher  to  allow  England  to  sup- 
press the  slave  trade  than  with  a  view  of  doing  much  ourselves.  In  proof 
of  this,  it  is  only  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  slate  of  things  which  uow  re- 
quires a  squadron  there  has  existed  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
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But  no  matter  what  may  have  been  the  immediate  causes  which  led  to 
till'  adoption  of  this  measure,  inasmuch  as  it   has  been  adopted,  and  must 
be  continued  during  the  period  ol"  live  years   from  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
it  certainly  is  the    duty  of  our  government   to   reap  all  possible  benefits 
therefrom,  and  to  make  it  in  all  practicable  ways  available  to  the  interests 
of  American  citizens.     It  has  often  been   alleged  (but  we  think  unjustly) 
tliat  the  measures  taken  by  tlie  English  government  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade,  are  rather  adopted  for  the  purposes  of  protecting  their  com- 
merce on  tliat  coa^t  and  extending  their    sway  over    the  interior,  tliereby 
creating   a  vast    market   for  their   manufactured    exports.     'I'liat  tliis  is  a 
secondary  object,  and  a  justly  important  and  praiseworthy  one  too,  cannot 
be  doubled,  and  tliat  government  has  managed  the  matter  with  much  credit 
to  itself  and  advantage  not  only  to  her  citizens  but  to  the  native  Africans. 
The  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  the  civilization  of  Africa,  the  j)rotec- 
tion  of  her  commerce  and  the  furnishing  a  market  for  the  products  of  the 
industry  of  her  own    citizens,  go   hand-in-hand,  are   all    alike,  objects  of 
interests  to  that   government,   and  are  advanced  by  the  same  measures. 
By  her  navy  she  cleares  that  coast  of  pirates  and  freebooters  ;  she  forms 
treaties  of  commerce   with   unfrequented  tribes   and  enforces  from    them 
just  and  honest  intercourse  with  her  mercliantmen ;  she  seizes  the  freight- 
ed slave  ship  and  transports  its  wretched  victims  to  her  colonies  and  trains 
them  up  as  "  British  subjects."     By  her  colonies  planted  at  the  entrance 
of  the  great  rivers  and  prominent  points  of  that  coast,  she  secures  all  trade, 
so  far  as  their  influence  extends,  to  the  virtual  exclusion  of  vessels  of  all 
other  nations.     These,  too,  furnish  depots  for  merchandise  for  coast  trade 
and   transhipment,  places  of  relief  for  disabled  vessels  and  sick  and  dis- 
tressed seamen,  and   points  from    which  civilization  and  British  injluence 
spreads  in  all  directions. 

But,  up  to  tliis  period,  what  has  the  American  government  done  ?  Nothing 
— nothing.  And  now  that  a  squadron  has  been  sent  out — that  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  for  the  purpose,  that  the  attention  of  the  government 
and  the  American  people  has  been  directed  towards  Africa,  we  might  almost 
give  the  same  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory.  On  the  ground  that 
the  first  object  of  the  squadron  is  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  we 
would  ask  how  are  the  measures  in  process  calculated  to  effect  this 
object?  Whv,  so  far  as  we  understand  it,  in  the  least  manner  possi- 
ble, with  the  fulfilment  of  the  letter  of  the  treaty.  In  the  fi'-st  place  with 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  vessels  despatched  to  that  station.  The 
recent  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says,  the  cruising  ground  of 
our  squadron  extends  from  the  *'  Madeira  and  Canary  Islands  to  the  Bight 
of  Biaffra,  and  from  the  African  coast  to  the  thirtieth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude," a  distance  of  coast  line,  independent  of  breadth  or  longitude,  of  near 
three  thousand  miles.  It  is  well  known  that  of  late  years,  with  barely 
two  exceptions,  all  vessels  known  to  be  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  have 
depended  altogether  upon  their  speed,  or  swiftness,  to  enable  them  to 
escape  molestation  from  cruisers.  Now  with  such  an  extent  of  cruising 
ground  where  little  or  no  defence  on  part  of  the  slaver  is  to  be  expected  or 
can  be  made,  it  must  be  obvions  that  next  to  sending  out  an  eighty  gun 
ship,  thereby  fulfiling  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  our  vessels  at  present  on  that 
station  are  of  the  least  possible  utility,  the  squadron  consisting  of  one  frigate, 

two  sloops  of  war  and  a  brig.     Of  the  sailing  qualities  of  these  vessels,  ex- 
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ccptiiisx  tl\('  briii  Porpoise,  wo  know  nolhiiifj,  but  wo  ncvor  saw  n  slavor  on 
thai  coast  thai  would  run  tlic  least  risk  in  taking  oil'  slaves  in  siirhl  of  her. 
Ill  oriler  to  insure  any  ileijrce  of  success  in  arresting  the  shive  trade  by  our 
eii'htv  gun  sijuadron,  it  should  be  composed  of  the  smallest  sized  vessels 
in  the  service,  with  Imt  one  long  gun  amidships  and  a  complement  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  men  all  told. 

With  regaid  to  their  station  and  cruising  grounds.  'I'his  is  so  ex- 
tended and  needlessly  loo,  that  the  sipiadron  ol'  four  vessels  absolutely 
becomes  lost  in  it.  Nobody  ever  heard  of  a  slaver  to  the  windward  i>f 
Cape  Verd  in  prosecution  of  the  traHic.  IMadeira,  the  Canaries  or  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  doubtless  afforil  more  agreeable  stopi)ing  places  to 
the  odicers  and  men  than  are  to  be  found  on  the  coast,  Init  never  a  slaver. 
At  Bissaos  in  the  Rio  Grand,  the  slave  trade  commences,  and  occasional 
factories  exist  along  the  coast  as  far  down  as  New  Cesters,  a  distance  of 
some  five  hundred  miles.  From  New  Cesters  there  is  not  a  slave  factory 
for  near  one  thousand  miles  of  coast  line,  including  a  part  of  the  Grain 
Coast,  Ivory  and  Gold  Coasts, and  the  European  forts,  to  VVhydah.  Here 
thev  ati'iin  commence  and  continue  across  the  line,  occupying  all  the  great 
outlets  of  the  Niger  and  other  rivers.  In  order  therefore  to  operate  with 
anv  etTect  upon  this  trade,  the  cruising  should  be  confined  to  those  parts 
of  the  coast  in  wliich  it  is  carried  on.  The  only  possible  chance  of  secur- 
ing a  slaver  by  a  sailing  vessel,  is  to  watch  the  factories  themselves,  to  lie 
nfVand  :5n  until  one  heaves  in  sight  and  then  give  chase.  The  slaves 
must  1)6  shipped  from  the  factories  or  their  vicinity,  and  if  close  watch  is 
kept  the  carrying  vessels  can  often  be  secured. 

But  there  is  another  important  object  to  be  efTected  by  tlie  African 
squadron,  and  one  too  which  must  be  presumed  the  executive  had  in  view 
in  the  formation  of  the  treatv,  viz  :  the  advancement  and  protection  of  the 
American  commerce  with  Africa.  And  the  question  at  once  arises:  how 
can  this  object  best  be  effected  ?  We  answer,  in  two  ways;  first,  di- 
rectly, by  the  formation  of  treaties  of  commerce  with  the  more  important 
native  tribes  on  different  sections  of  the  coast,  through  their  kings  and 
head  trade  men  :  and  secondly,  indirectly,  by  affording  aid  to  the  Anieri- 
can  colonies  already  established  there.  What  instructions  have  been  given 
to  the  commandant  on  that  station  with  regard  to  advancing  our  commer- 
cial interests  there,  or  of  forming  treaties  of  commerce  with  the  native 
chiefs,  if  any,  we  cannot  say  :  but  certainly  there  never  occurred  a  more 
favorable  opportunity  of  effecting  a  great  and  permanent  good  to  our 
country.  It  is  well  known  that  the  African  continent  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  and  productive  in  the  world,  that  her  natural  resources  are  une- 
qualled by  any  other,  and  that  she  has  a  population  abundantly  able  with 
proper  inducements  to  develop  them.  It  is  well  known,  too,  that  at  this 
time  the  great  commercial  nations  of  Europe  are  striving  for  precedence 
in  the  acquisition  of  the  commerce  of  this  continent.  It  is  known,  too, 
that  liie  greatest  article  of  traffic  with  Africa  can  be  procured  only  in  the 
United  Stales,  viz  :  tobacco  ;  and  that  heavy  cottons,  gunpowder  and 
spirits,  the  next  in  importance  in  order,  we  can  comiJOte  with  any  Euro- 
pean country  in  manufictiiring  and  exportiii!!.  Willi  such  advantages  for 
8uch  a  commerce,  and  with  our  present  facdities  for  securing  it,  ought  not 
some  arrangements  to  be  made  at  this  lime  to  place  it  on  a  safe  and  perma- 
nent fooling  ere  it  is  too  lute  .'     Unless  something  is  done  we  predict  that 
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twenty  years  hence  tliere  will  not  be  a  river,  bay  or  canoe  landing  of  con- 
sequence on  the  coast  of  Africa  open  to  the  free  entrance  of  an  American 
bolloni.  Tlie  first  step  to  be  taken  is  to  form  treaties  of  commerce  with 
the  native  chiefs  on  all  parts  of  llie  coast  not  now  claimed  by  European 
governments.  A  pcrmaiicncy  could  be  ^iven  to  such  treaties  by  the  pur- 
chase of  a  small  point  of  land,  which  would  afford  a  safe  boat  or  canoe 
landiufr.  This  spot  need  not  be  protected  or  defended,  the  bare  purchase 
and  cession  would  jxevi'Mt  an  ultimate  transfer  of  the  whole  to  some  Eu- 
ropean power.  This  would  ever  secure  to  our  merchantmen  a  right  of 
trade  of  which  they  could  not  he  dispossessed  except  by  open  force.  If 
this  is  not  done  we  siiall  soon  learn  that  such  and  such  a  section  of  the 
coast  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Knirlish,  French,  German  or  Danish 
governmei\ts,  that  a  colony  is  estalilished  at  such  a  point,  and  no  foreign 
vessel  is  allowed  to  trade  with  the  natives,  or  even  to  enter  any  goods  or 
merchandise  which  will  in  any  degree  conflict  with  the  interests  of  the 
commerce  of  the  naiion  thus  occupying,  as  is  the  case  now  at  the  French 
settlements  of  Senegal  and  Goree,  the  British  of  Gambia  and  Sierre  Leone, 
the  Dutch  at  Elminaand  Accra,  and  in  fact  at  all  the  European  settlements 
on  the  coast. 

But,  in  addition  to  this,  our  commerce  needs  the  protection  of 
American  vessels  of  war,  protection  both  from  pirates  and  the  more 
barbarous  tribes  with  whom  we  iraflic.  We  not  only  require  their 
protection  from  violence  but  in  enforcing  the  fulfilment  of  contracts. 
The  svstem  of  trade  on  the  most  iinpoitant  marts,  as  in  the  great 
rivers  in  the  Bights  of  Benin  and  Biaffra,  is  such  that  aid  of  this 
kind  is  absolutely  necessary  to  its  successful  prosecution.  In  the  first 
place  on  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  say  of  three  hundred  tons  burthen,  a  dash 
or  present,  called  comey,  is  exacted  by  the  chiefs  of  the  country  of  not 
less  than  one  thousand  dollars  in  value,  before  any  trade  palaver  can 
be  opened.  The  entire  cargo  must  then  be  delivered  to  the  trade-men  at 
the  direction  of  the  chiefs,  on  credit.  The  owner  of  the  merchandize, 
therefore,  must  depend  entirely  upon  the  integrity  of  these  people  for  a 
return  cargo,  and  generally,  if  he  is  unprotected  or  the  flag  unknown, 
he  must  induce  them  to  beiievc  it  for  their  ultimate  interest  to  pay  up  well, 
or  the  voyage  will  turn  out  but  a  sorry  one.  This  regulation  has  to  tliis 
day  almost  entirely  excluded  American  vessels  from  the  most  profitable 
points  of  trade.  Thev  cannot  with  safety  entrust  their  cargo  to  those 
from  whom  they  have  no  means  of  enforcing  payment.  But  the  case  is 
verv  different  with  tl  e  English  trader.  In  most  cases  a  regular  treaty  of 
commerce  has  been  made  between  an  officer  of  his  government  and  the 
chiefs,  and  belauds  his  sroods  in  accordance  therewith,  well  knowing  that 
in  case  of  any  great  default  or  delay  in  re-payment,  he  has  but  to  threaten 
them  with  a  "man-of-war"  and  the  balance  is  at  once  made  up.  If  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  treaty  or  purchase  is  not  speedily  done,  we  again  re- 
peat, that  the  commerce  of  that  coast,  at  least  the  important  part  of  it,  will 
speedily  be  lost  to  the  United  Slates,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  astonishment 
to  us  that  our  vessels  have  not  long  ere  this  been  excluded  from  the  Delta 
of  the  Niger  and  other  large  rivers. 

The  second  and  most  efficient  mode  of  advancinsr  our  commercial  in- 
terests in  Africa  and  securing  a  permanent  market  for  American  produce, 
we  have  said  is,  by  aflbrding  protection  to,  and  cherishing  the  American 
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colonies  alrCculy  established  tlicre.  'I'lii.s  we  would  uriro  l)olh  as  a  matter 
of  [»olicv  on  pari  of  our  goveinineiit  and  ol  justice  to  llie  colonies  them- 
selves. The  intluence  already  exerted  hy  liiese  selllcnirnts  upon  Ameri- 
can commerce  lias  never  been  duly  estimated.  They  have  been  the  very 
foundation  of  a  great  part  of  ti\e  trade  now  carried  on  betwecMi  this  coun- 
try and  West  Alrica.  U  we  look  back  to  the  interval  of  time  !)etween  tho 
cessation  of  the  carri/in<j;  trade  of  slaves,  which  was  successfully  and  vif^- 
orously  prosecuted  by  our  northern  merchantmen,  and  the  estai)lishment 
of  the  colony  of  Lilieria,  we  find  our  commerce  with  the  west  coast  of 
Africa  dwindled  to  almost  nothing.  In  fact  the  trade  could  hardly  be 
said  to  have  been  resumed  subsequent  to  the  last  war,  until  the  founding 
of  the  Lil)eria  colony.  Until  that  period  the  coast  of  Guinea  was  unknown 
to  American  merchants,  except  as  a  slave  mart. 

'IMie  colony  has  been  instrumental  in  forming  and  increasing  our  African 
commerce  in  various  ways.  First  by  publications  made  by  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  giving  valuable  information  with  regard  to  the  climate,  the 
seasons,  the  productions  of  the  soil  and  the  demand  for  articles  of  American 
produce  and  manufacture.  Tfien  by  chartering  vessels  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  emigrants,  thereby  giving  the  masters  of  such  vessels,  and 
througli  them  the  shipping  merchants,  an  insight  into  the  peculiarities  of  a 
trade  with  whicli  they  were  before  entirely  unaccjuainted.  It  is  a  fact  that 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
West  Africa  for  the  past  twenty  years  arose  from  this  one  cause.  Again, 
owing  to  the  establishment  of  the  colonies,  the  trade  in  their  vicinity  has 
been  materially  increased,  produce  has  been  concentrated  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  allow  the  merchant  captain  to  transact  his  business  in  much  less 
time  and  with  comparatively  less  risk.  The  colony  in  fact  places  our  Af- 
rican commerce  on  nearly  the  same  footing  as  that  of  our  northern  with 
the  southern  states.  It  forms  a  port  of  entry  for  which  our  vessels  clear, 
and  where  proper  debenture  certificates  can  be  obtained  for  securing  draw- 
back. It  furnishes  a  depot  for  any  surplus  cargo  or  such  as  may  not  find 
a  ready  market.  In  case  of  wreck  or  danger  from  the  seas,  or  stress  of 
weather,  it  either  furnishes  the  means  of  repair  and  refitting,  or  an  asylum 
for  mariners  until  they  can  be  returned  to  their  homes.  But  more  than 
all,  it  atfords  a  place  of  refuge  and  recovery  in  the  too  frequent  cases  of 
disease  which  atTect  whole  crews  of  vessels  imprudently  trading  in  the 
pestilential  rivers  of  the  coast.  We  have  again  and  again  seen  vessels  in 
the  harbor  of  Monrovia  brought  down  from  the  malarious  rivers  of  the 
windward  coast  with  not  one  of  their  original  crews  on  board  able  to  per- 
form duty.  In  many  instances  we  have  seen  them  restored  to  compara- 
tive health  and  enabled  to  complete  their  voyage;  in  others  new  crews 
have  been  shippetl  from  the  colonists  to  navigate  the  vessel  to  the  United 
States.  In  either  case  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  saved  entirely  by  the 
existence  of  the  colony  of  Liberia.  The  fact  is  well  known  to  all  ac(juaint« 
ed  with  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  that  the  lives  of  many  American  ma- 
riners and  thousands  of  dollars  worth  f)f  American  merchandi/e  have  been 
saved  through  the  instrumentality  of  these  colonies;  that  through  them 
and  them  onlt/,  has  American  commerce  been  fostered  and  protect(;d  on 
the  coast.  We  say  therefore,  that  it  is  not  oidy  a  matter  of  interest  and 
policy,  but  of  duh/ — of  Juslicc,  that  the  .\merican  government  should 
through  the  agency  of  her  sijuadron  and  otherwise,  allbrd  them  all  consti- 
tutional aid  and  support. 
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But  can  it  be  believed  that  with  a  knowledge  ol' all  these  facts,  (lor  they 
have  beau  bel'ore  the  public  for  the  past  ten  years)  with  a  knowledge  that 
these  same  colonies  have  been  planted  on  the  very  ground  of  the  old  slave 
barricoons,  and  that  these  same  American  colonists  have  actually  destroyed 
by  force  oi'  arms  several  large  slave  factories  and  liberated  some  hundreds 
of  slaves,  abolished  the  very  existence  of  slavery  within  their  territory; 
yea,  done  more  to  su|)piess  the  slave-trade  than  any  one  Christian  civilized 
power  save  Eiighuul — we  say,  can  it  be  believed,  that  where  so  much  has 
been  done  through  the  individual  pliilantlir<)j)y  of  American  citizens — the 
American  government  should  to  tliis  late  period  fail  to  take  any  cog- 
nizance of  these  colonies  whatever?  Yea,  what  is  worse,  that  wlien  she 
is  forced  by  circumstances  to  maintain  a  squadron  on  that  very  coast  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  that  a  foreign  port  far  remote  from  the 
scenes  of  the  trallic  should  be  selected  as  a  rendezvous  for  her  squadron 
and  a  depot  for  their  provisions?  Hitherto  the  colonists  have  but  con- 
sidered themselves  neglected — they  have  feit  that  causes  have  existed 
Avhich  at  least  could  be  alleged  with  plausibility,  for  the  utter  neglect  with 
which  they  have  been  treated,  and  under  all  circumstances  tending  to 
alienate  their  affections  from  America  and  tlie  American  people,  still  they 
have  honorably  maintained  a  kind  of  allegiance  to  our  government  and  the 
kindliest  feelings  for  the  land  of  their  birth.  But  it  cannot  be  hoped  that 
with  the  policy  at  present  pursued  by  our  government  with  regard  to 
them,  this  state  of  things  can  long  continue.  If  they  are  to  be  set  at  naught 
and  considered  of  no  account  in  matters  wherein  they  have  already  cifected 
so  nmch — if  they  are  to  be  considered  as  unlit  for  a  rendezvous  for  an 
American  squadron,  or  even  as  a  depot  for  marine  stores — if  their  parent 
government  refuses  to  them  the  incidental  aid  and  advantage  arising  from 
such  an  arrangement,  then  we  predict  that  ere  long  they  will  prefer  to 
seek  a  paternity  equally  advantageous  and  honorable  to  themselves,  and, 
one  too  which  will  be  most  readily  granted. 

But  independent  of  any  claims  of  the  colonies  upon  the  protection  and 
patronage  of  our  government,  we  are  unable  to  conceive  the  policy  or  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  rendezvous  of  our  squadron  at  the  Cape  de 
Verds,  or  of  cruising  among  the  Canaries  and  Maderia,  if  the  object  of 
the  African  squadron  is  either  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  or  the 
protection  and  advancement  of  American  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 
Granting  the  letter  of  the  treaty  is  to  be  fulfilled  in  good  faith,  and  that  the 
squadron  of  eighty  guns  is  to  assist  to  its  utmost  in  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  then  certainly  the  first  object  would  be  to  select  a  place  of 
rendezvous  as  near  as  possible  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  which  should 
at  the  same  time  possess  the  requisite  qualities  of  healthiness  of  location, 
good  anchorage  ground  and  facility  for  procuring  good  water  and  fresh 
provisions.  As  St.  J  ago  was  selected  in  preference  to  the  American  colo- 
nies, it  must  be  supposed  to  possess  one  or  more  of  these  qualities,  in  a 
greater  degree  than  either  Monrovia  or  Cape  Palmas.  But  the  case  is  far 
otherwise.  In  tlie  dry  season  we  grant,  the  Cape  de  Verds  are  consid- 
ered to  be  more  salubrious  than  the  colonies,  but  in  the  rainy  season,  we 
believe  that  it  is  conceded  that  they  are  all  equally  unhealthy  with  any 
part  of  the  coast.  With  regard  to  harbour  or  anchorage  ground  the  pre- 
ference must  be  given  to  any  open  roadstead  on  the  coast  to  Port  au  Praya. 
In  the  rainy  season  the  whole  region  of  the  Cape  de  Verds  is  noted  for 
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squ:ills;  :uul  I'oul  wciilher,  and  tlic  swell  rolliiioj  iiUo  ihc  ]iari)Oiir  of  Port 
au  Fraya  Iroiii  ihe  souih  is  so  tromciulous,  lliat  no  vessel  can  at  times  ride 
witii  safety.  On  the  other  hand,  well-manned  and  well-ri<r(Tcd  vessels  can, 
at  all  times  and  seasons,  lay  at  anchor  at  any  distance  from  the  shore  on 
the  African  coast  in  from  six  to  twenty  fathoms  water,  and  jrcnerallv  in 
imuhiv  bottom,  without  the  least  risk  of  parting  their  cal)les.  As  to  facili- 
ties for  procuring  fresh  provisions  and  vegelahles,  the  l)arren  Cape  de 
Vcrds,  atlordintj  only  a  browsing  for  goals,  and  whose  inhabitants  are 
supplied  witli  nearly  all  their  brcadstulf  from  loreigu  vessels,  j)robably 
next  to  the  coast  of  Zahara  aiford  the  least  of  anv  port  in  the  world. 
While  the  Amercan  colonies,  particularly  that  of  Cape  Palmas,  would 
well  suply  those  articles  so  important  for  the  preservation  of  the  health 
of  the  crews  of  cruisers  on  a  long  voyage.  Here  are  to  be  found  goats, 
sheep,  bullocks  and  fowls  in  abundance,  also,  the  fruits  and  vegetables 
peculiar  to  tropical  climates,  as  rice,  banannas,  plantains,  sweet  potatoes 
and  the  like  in  any  desirable  quantities.  Independently,  therefore,  of  all 
claims  of  the  colonies  to  such  incidental  advantages  as  might  arise  from 
making  them  the  rendezvous  for  our  squadron,  we  conceive  the  interests 
of  the  government,  the  welfare  of  the  squadron,  and  the  very  success  of 
tlie  enterprise  imperatively  require  it.  The  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
colonies  is  the  very  ground  on  which  the  squadron  is  required  to  act.  At 
twelve  hours  sail  from  Liberia  bay  is  the  greatest  slave  mart  on  the  wind- 
ward coast,  whence  it  is  computed  that  from  five  to  ten  thousand  slaves 
arc'  shipped  annually  ;  and  the  nearer  to  such  points  the  rendezvous  is  es- 
tablished and  the  depot  lixed,  the  more  advantageously  will  the  objects  of 
the  squadron  be  accomplished. 

There  never  was  a  more  suicidal  measure  than  tliis  aparantly  intentional 
neglect  of  the  Africo-American  colonies  by  our  government.  What  could 
not  have  been  done  by  the  government  itself,  namely,  the  purchase  of  terri- 
tory and  the  planting  of  foreign  colonies  to  advance  our  commercial  inter- 
ests, has  been  projected  and  accomplished  by  individual  pb.ilanlhropy. 
What  could  not  have  been  effected  by  white  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
has  been  executed  by  her  fiecd  colored  population,  pilgrims  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  seeking  that  liberty  in  their  ancestral  land  which  was  de- 
nied them  in  the  new  world.  Here  our  government  finds  ready  at  hand 
the  very  establishment  which  a  sagacious  statesman  would  have  desired, 
a  key  of  that  vast  continent  to  unlock  and  open  its  treasures  to  our  com- 
merce, a  foothold  from  which,  with  the  least  possiide  protection,  we  could 
not  be  dislodged.  We  have  thus  far  realized  all  the  advantages  of  coh)nial 
possessions  without  the  expense  of  founding  or  supporting  them.  We 
have  the  material  for  extending  and  perpetuating  colonies  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  not  possessed  by  any  other  nation  in  the  world ;  and  why  should 
all  these  advantages  be  sacrificed?  Why  should  we  not,  at  least,  seek 
to  retain  what  we  already  possess,  when  it  can  so  easily  be  done?  Al)ove 
all,  let  it  not  be  said  that  we  refuse  the  incidental  aid  which  our  squadron 
would  necessarily  afford  by  making  these  colonies  the  cenlre  of  its  ope- 
rations. 
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RECEIPTS     OF    THE    AMERICAN     COLONIZATION    SOCIETY, 

FROM    1st  JANUARY,    TO    24th   JANUAHy,    1844. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

^udover.  Ladies'  Colonization  Society,  per  Rev.  B.  B.  Edwards,       -       17  00 
iSou/AX>u;a'ers,  Miss  Julia  Putnam,  _  -  -  -  .         1  00       18  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

New  London,  Jona.   Coit,  9th  annual  subscription,  -  .       100  00 

By  Rev.  C.J.  Tenney,  Agent : 

Norwich,  Erastus  Coit,  Esq.,  subscription  from  1842  to  1844,  $30, 

Joseph  Reynolds,  subscription,  $20,  -  -  -  -       50  00       150  00 

NEW    YORK. 
Slate  Colonization  Society,         -  -  -  -  -  400  00      400  00 

VIRGINIA. 

J)/e  Jiiver  Mills,  Thomas  Masse,  subscription,  -  -  -      20  00 

By  F.  Knight,  Esq.,  Agent: 
Kanawha  C.  II.,  Bradl'ord  Noyes,  Esq.,  balance  of  subscription  of 

$50,  to  aid  in  purchasing  territory,  -  -  -  -       40  00       60  00 

GEORGIA. 

Athens,  C.  F.  McCoy,  annual  subscription,  '43  and  '44,  $10.  Rev. 
S.  G.  Hillyier,  annual  subscription,  ^5  for  '43,  per  Hon.  J.  R.  In- 
gersoll,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -15  00 

Jvgusta,  Robert  Campbell,  Esq.,  subscription,  -  -  -       18  00      33  00 

KENTUCKY. 

Danville,  Dr.  William  Craig,  $20,  D.  A.  Russell,  $20,  Capt.  J.  Smith, 

$10,  J.  A.  Jacobs,   $20,   per  J.  A.  Jacobs,  -  -  -       70  00       70  00 

OHIO. 

Dayton,    Hon.    R.  C.   Schenck,  annual  subscription,  '43,              -  10  00 
i!,'uc/ic/,  Mrs.  Sarah  Shaw,  subscription,  per  H.  Foote,           -             -  10  00 
Newark,   Collection  in   Pres.    Church,    per  Rev.  William   Willie,  12  00 
Congress  l^uwnship,  Collection  in  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bier's  Congrega- 
tion, per  L.   Cox,  Esq.,                    -             -             -             -            -  3  50       35  50 

INDIANA. 

Crawfordsville,  Moody  Park,  Esq.,  subscription,  .'*2,  Collection  in 
the  Presb.  Church,    $2  25,  per   Hon.  Albert  3.  VVhite,       -  -         4  25      4  25 

Total  Contributions,  ......        $770  75 
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Maine.— BZuc  7/i'W,  Jona.,  Fisher,  subscription,  for '44,  -  -      2  00 

New  YoKK.—Harlwick,   Mr.   E.  Eldred,  to  '44,  $2  50.     Dundee, 
Rev.  H.  Hickock,  to  '45,    $1,  ..... 

Pennsylvania. —  Columbia,  Dr.  McCorcle,  subscription,  to  '44, 
Georgia. — Jlii£;usta,  Robert  Campbell,  from  '40  to  '45, 
Michigan.— i>e/roi7,  J.  Eldred,  subscription,  to   '45, 

Total  Repository,  -  -  -  .  . 

Liberia  Herald,  ..... 
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